Congress Overview
1. The United States Congress has a variety of powers granted to it under Article I, Section 8. One specific power is the power to tax. You are Congressman Chris and a constituent is asking that in light of the recession that Congress voluntarily suspend all taxes. In addition, every person, family or business be allowed to send as much money as they can afford to help out the US government. As a Congressman, what is your response?

2. A second power granted to Congress deals with the ability to borrow. The US Government is in debt at least 14 trillion dollars and regularly spends more than it brings in. You are Congressman Chris and you are expected to attend a meeting where many of your constituents are expecting you to address this issue. What are plans for dealing with the national debt? Please click on link to see the current debt.
3. A third power has to do with the ability to declare war. You are Congressman Chris and your constituents are asking you to do something about the war in Afghanistan. What do you tell your constituents?
4. You are Congressman Xavier Becerra and a proud representative of the Boyle Heights district. What committees are you on, what do you do on those committees and why are you on those committees? How do they benefit the community of Boyle Heights? Are you the chairman? Why or Why not?

5. You are Congressman Chris and some bills that you have been working on are about to be finished. You are concerned about what President Obama may do with these bills. What are his four options?

6. You are Senator Sammy and there is a bill that is about to be passed. There will be a debate on this bill this afternoon. You do not want it to pass. What options do you have? How long must you speak to break the record set by Strom Thurmond? Do you think you are capable? What are you going to share during your speech? What did he share?
7. You are Congresswoman Candelaria Rodriguez, age 32. You have just been elected to Congress during the November 2012 election. Look at the graph below and tell me if you are going to have an easy time making friends with other Congressmen? Explain
	U.S. Congress (105th figures)
	 
	 

	 
	White
	Black
	Amer. Ind.
	Asian
	Hisp.
	Total
	Congress %
	Census %

	Male
	336
	26
	0
	4
	14
	380
	87.8
	48.7

	Female
	37
	11
	0
	1
	4
	53
	12.2
	51.3

	Total
	373
	37
	0
	5
	18
	433**
	100.0
	100.0

	Congress %
	86.1
	8.5
	0.0
	1.2
	4.2
	100.0
	 
	 

	Census %
	75.6
	12.0
	0.8
	2.8
	8.7
	99.9
(0.1% "other")
	 
	 


** 2 vacancies; % computed based on 433, not 435.
8. You are Candidate Chris and have thought about running for either a House of Representative seat or a U.S. Senate seat. Please describe the differences between the two (pg. 272) and which you would choose? Why?
9. What makes the Southern California area such a powerful political force in U.S. politics? Give at least three reasons.

10.  President Obama has just been exposed for lying to the American public about his promise to end the war in Afghanistan. In fact there is evidence to suggest that he is planning on continuing the war with Afghanistan because he is to receive millions of dollars from companies in America that sell military equipment to the Army. Please describe the impeachment process that Obama will face.
