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Exhibit 1

NEW SPAIN’S FAR NORTHERN FRONTIER : 33

5. Mestizaje The First Census of Los Angeles, 1781*

Despile the enduring myth that “Spaniards” settled the
borderlands, it is quite clear that the majority of the pioneers
were Mexicans of mixed blood. In New 5pain the three races of
mankind, Caucasian, Mongol, and Negro, blended to form an
infinite variety of blood strains, and this blending continued as
Mexicans seltled among aborigines in the Southwest. Thus
mestizaje, or tacial mixture, was so common that today the vast
majority of all Mexicans are of mixed blood. Yet until this
century the Mexican uppet class viewed mestizos as inferiorand
placed a high value on their own pureza de sangre (purity of
blood). This view endures among some Mexicans and Mexican
Americans today. ,

The first census of £l Pueblo de Nuestra Sefiora la Reina de los
Angeles del Rlo de Porcitincula, taken in the year of its
founding, 1781, reveals the truly Mexican origins of that
pueblo’s pioneer settlers. Only two of them claimed 10 be
Spanish. The remainder were Indian, mestizo (in its narrowest
sense, the child of an Indian and a Spaniard), mutatio {the child
of a Negro and a Spaniard), Negro, coyote (the child of a
mestizo and an Indian}, and chino (the child of an Inctian and a
salta-atras—a person with Negroid features born of apparently
white parents). Notice also, the paternalistic nature of Spanish
government so evident in this census report.

First Census of Los Angeles
Peninsula of California

Census of the population of the City of the Queen of the Angels,
founded September 4th, 1781, on the hanks of Porcitinewla River,
distant 45 leagues from the Presidio of San Diego, 27 leagues from the
site selected for the establishment of the Presidio of Santa Barhara,
and abont a league and a half from the San Gabriel Mission; including
the names and ages of the residents, their wives and children. Also an

aupirst Census of Los Angeles,” trans. Thomas Workntan Temple [T, in Historteal Socicty of

Southern Californta; Annual Publications, 15, Part 2 (1931): 14849, Reprinted by permission of
the Historical Society of Southerm Califernia,



34 CHAFPTER ONE

account of the number of animals and their kind, as distributed; with
a note describing those to be held in common as sires of the different
kiuds, farming implements, forges, and tools for carpenter and cast
work, and other things as received.

(1) Lara, Josef de, Spaniard, 50
Maria Antonio Campos,
india sabina, 23
Josef Julian, 4,
Juana de Jesus, 8
Maria Faustina, 2

{2) Navarro, Josef Antonio,

- . nestizo, 42,
Maria Rufina Dorotea,
mulata, 47,
Josef Maria, 10,
josef Clemente, 9,
Maria Josefa, 4.
{3) Rosas, Basillio, indian 67,
Maria Manuela Calixtra,
mulata, 43,
Jose Maximo, 15,
Carlos, 12,
Antonio Rosalino, A
Josef Marcelino, 4,
Juan Esteban, 2,
Maria Josefa, 8.
(4) Mesa, Antonio, negro as,
Ana Gertrudis Lopez,
mulata, 27,
Antonio Maria, 8,
Maria Paula, 10.
(5) Villavicencio, Antonio,
Spaniard, 30,
Maria de los Santos
Seferina, indian, 28,
Maria Antonio Josefa, 8.
(6) Vanegas, Josef, indian 28,
Maria Maxima Aguilar,
indian, 20,
Cosme Damien, 1.

PN

B,

NEW SPAIN'S FAR NORTHERN FRONTIER kX

(7) Rosas, Alejandro, indian 19,
Juana Rodriguez, coyote
inclian 20.
(8) Rodriguez, Pablo, indian, 25,
Maria Rosaliz Noriega,

indian, 26,
Maria Antonia, 1

(9) Camero, Manuel, mulato, 30,
Maria Tomasa, mulata, 24,

(10) Quintero, Luis, negro, 55,
Maria Petra Rubio,

mulata 40,
Josef Clemente, 3,
Maria Gertrudis, 18,
Maria Concepcion, 9,
Tomasa, 7,
Rafaela, 6.
(11) Moreno, Jose, mulato, 22,
Maria Guadalupe

Gertrudis, 19.

{12) Rodriguez, Antonio
. Miranda, chino, 50,
Juana Maria, 11.

Note

That in addition to the cattle, horses, and mules, distribuled to the
first 11 settlers, as set forth, they were granted building lots on which
they have constructed their houses, which for the present are Imilt of
palisades, roofed with earth; also 2 irrigated fields for the cultivation
of 2 fanegas of corn to each settler; in addition, a plow share, a hoc
and an axe: and for the community, the proper number of carts,
wagons, and breeding animals as set forth above, for which the settlers
must account to the Royal Exchequer at the prices fixed: with the
corresponding charges made apgainst their accounts, as found in the
Book of Pohlacion, wherein are also to be found the building lots,
planting fields, farming utensils, and aninals helonging to the settler,
Antonio Miranda Rodriguez, which will be granted to him, as soon as
he appears at said Pueblo.

San Gabriel, November 19, 1781,
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174 CHAPTER FOUR
. H

4. “Hanged as suspects” El Clamor Piblico, 1857*

tnjustice toward Mexican Americans, and the failure of the
law to protect them, was not confined to the gold fields of
California, but existed throughout the state. When Coronel
returned to Los Angeles, he must have discovered that law
enforcement had broken down there, too, and vigilante com-
mittees were formed lo take over where government officials
failed. Although some Californios participated in and approved
of vigilante justice, more often the Spanish-speaking people of
Los Angeles were its victims. Historian Leonard Pitt found that
by 1854 “'the Spanish-speaking of Los Angeles felt oppressed by
a double standard of justice such as some of them had
previously experienced in the gold mines.” “Every important
lynch-law episode and most minor ones involved the Span-
ish-speaking.”

The following letter describes the retaliation made by the
good cilizens of Los Angeles against a band of thieves who were
of Mexican origin. This letter, written from Los Angeles, ap-
parently by an unidentified Frenchman, appeared in the March
4, 1857 issue of Le Phare, a French-language newspaper pub-
lished in San Francisco. 1t was translated into Spanish by
Francisco P. Ramirez, editor of £/ Clamor Piblico of Los Angeles.
Ramirez, a man proficient in French, English, and Spanish,
believed that the telter accurately reflected events in Los
Angeles. What would have resulted if Mexican Americans had
been guilty of similar brutality?

Los Angeles
February 21

Mr. Editor:
Now you must have leamed through the newspapers of our city of
the sad cvents that have occurred in the country during the present
month, But these newspapers have omitted many circumstances, in

spite of their being well known and of public notoriety. Under no ‘

pretext should their silence be excused. Journalism is the advanced
sentinel of civilization; its life is a life of continual combat, constantly
on the defense. . . .

£l Clamor Piblico, March 28, 1857, Trans. David J. Weber.
1. Yxonard Pitt, The Decline of the Cafifornins: A Social History of the Spanish-speaking
Californians, 1846-1890 (Rerkeley:1968), pp. 160, 154,
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For three months a band of thieves has run about the streets anl
outlying areas of this city by night, abandoning themselves to alf kinds
of wickedness, including the most refined highway robbery. Various
persons have complained to the authorities, but the authorities
respond: “Do yon have witnesses? Do you want to pay to have them
arrested?” And the band contined robbing and killing with all
security, by the light of day and in the middle of the city under the
chin of the police officials who seem Lo view this as a comedy. This is
not strange; [they say] “the Mexicans are killing each
other.” . . . Four or five Americans have established a Vigilante

Jommittee, macle a call to all the population for the public security,
and named captains of a company to go in pursuit of the bandits.
Here is where the drama begins with all its horrors, and wrapped in a
mystery so strange that one is obliged to believe that the handits were
not the persecuted ones, In a few words, a company (all Americans),
its captaiu Sanford, headed toward the Mission of San Gabuiel. All the
Mexican residents in that place were arrested and treated with
unequalled brutality. Two of these unfortunates had been arrested at
the entrance of the Mission. They had to submit to an interrogation of
the mast provocative sort. Intimidated by the threats, and impelled
by the instinct of self preservation, they began to run, especially when
they saw the captain draw his pistol. But, ayl at the first movement
that they inade, a generat volley followed. One fell wounded Irom
vartous shots. The other was able to reach a lake or marsh. lle
abandoned his horse and concealed himself in the rushes. Vain efforts.
The American hand arrived, set fire to the marsh, and very soon,
amang the general cries of gaiety, they discovered the head of the
unfortunate above the flames. A second volley and all was done.—I
deceive myself. It was not finished so quickly. The body, loaded over a
horse, was transported lo the Mission in the midst of cries and shouls
of joy and gaiety. Here, overtaken by horror, thought stops because it
is impaossible to find expressions to describe the scene which took
place and was related to me by many witnesses worthy of trust, The
ody was thrown to the ground in the widst of the moh. One being,
with a human face, stepped forward with a knile in his hand. . . .
With one hand he took the head of the dead man by its long hair,
separated it from the _::_w.. fiimg it a short distance and stuck his
dagger in the heart of the cadaver. Afterward, returming to the head,
he made it roll with his foot into the middle of his hand and the
rablhle, amidst the cries and the burrahs of the greater num-
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ber. . . . Is it not horrible? But wait, we have not yet seen all.
Another band arrived from another place with two Californios. They
had been arrested as suspects, one of them going in search of some
oxen, the other to his daily work. They were conducted into the
middle of the mob. The cries of “To death! To deathl” were heard
from all sides. The cutter of heads entered his house, coming out with
some ropes, and the two unfortunates were hanged—despite the
protests of their countrymen and their families. Once hanged from the
tree, the ropes broke and the hapless ones were finished being
mutdered by shots or knife thrusts, The cutter of heads was fatigued,
or his knife did not now cutl Perhaps you will believe that this very
cruel person was an Indian from the mountains, one of those
barbarians who lives far from all civilization in the Sierra Nevadal
Wrong. That barbarian, that mutilator of cadavers, is the Justice of
the Peace of San Cabriell . . . He is a citizen of the United States,
an American of pure blood. . . . )

Alterwards, two Mexicans were found hanging from a tree, and
near there another with two bullets in the head.

On the road from Tejon another company had encountered two
poor peddlers (always Mexicans) who were arrested and hanged as
suspects,

The same issue of Ef Clamor Piblico, which carried the story
of indiscriminate retaliation against Mexicans in the Los Angeles
area also published the following notice:

Meeting, .
We have been informed that all the individuals of la raza m.wﬁnm&n.
residents of this county, will hold a meeting in this city for the
purpose of asking the competent authorities to take suitable measures
to pass sentence upon the Justice of the Peace of the Mission of San
Gabriel for horribly murdering three innocent Mexicans, residents of
that place.

AT
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9. “Compelled to sell, little by little by little”
Antonio Maria Pico, et al., 1859*

As Californios found themselves embroiled in costly and
time-cansuming litigation to confirm titles to their land, they
did not stand by as passive wilnesses o their demise, Rather,
they fought back by any means possible, legal or illegal, to
retain their property. As this forcefully argued petition to the
United States Congress shows, the Californios understood well
the forces working against them. Here they criticize high taxes,
which they found ruinous, and the Land Act of 1851. They
suggest that the Land Act was unnecessary and thal it violated
their rights as citizens under the Treatly of Guadalupe-Hidalgo.

Although historian Paul Gates has found that 346 of the 813
claims for Spanish and Mexican period Jand grants in California
were made by non-Mexicans, it is interesting that nearly all of
the fifty signatures on this petition belonged 1o Hispanos. The
Spanish-speaking landowners seem to have had greater diffi-
culty than Anglos in adapting to United States judicial proce-
dures.

TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND
HOUSE OF RESPRESENTATIVES OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

We, the undersigned, residents of the state of California, and some of
us citizens of the United States, previously citizens of the Republic of
Mexico, respectfully say:

That during the war between the United States and Mexico the
officers of the United States, as commandants of the land and sea
forces, on several occasions offered and promised in the most solemn
manner to the inhabitants of California, protection and security of
their persons and their property and the annexation of the said state of
California to the American Union, impressing upon them the great

*Petition of Antonio Maria Pleo ot al, to the Senate amd House of Representatives of the
United States. Manuseript HM 514 in the Hun igton Library, San Marino, Califn
Reprinted by permission of the Huntington Lilrary. This item has pre
the appendiz to Hobert Glass Cleland, Cattle on o Thousand B
185601880, 2ul. ed. (San Morino, Calil.; 1951), 238 .43,

Sotthern California,
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they fought back by any means possible, legat or illegal, to
retain their property. As this forcefully argued petition to the
United States Congress shows, the Californios understood well
the forces working against them. Here they criticize high taxes,
which they found ruinous, and the Land Act of 1851, They
suggest that the Land Act was unnecessary and that it violated
their rights as citizens under the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo.

Although historian Paul Gates has found that 346 of the 813
claims for Spanish and Mexican period land grants in California
were made by non-Mexicans, il is interesting that nearly all of
the fifty signatures on this petition belonged to Hispanos. The
Spanish-speaking landowners seem to have had greater diffi-
culty than Anglos in adapting to United States judicial proce-
dures.

TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND
HOUSE OF RESPRESENTATIVES OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

We, the undersigned, residents of the state of California, and some of
us citizens of the United States, previously citizens of the Republic of
Mexico, respectfully say:

That during the war between the United States and Mexico the
oflicers of the United States, as commandants of the land and sea
forces, on several occasions offered and promised in the most solemn
manner to the inhabitants of California, protection and security of
their persons and their property and the annexation of the said state of
California to the American Union, impressing upon them the great

*Petition of Antonio Marfa Pico ef al., to the Senate and Eouse of Hepresentatives of the
United States. Manuscript M 514 in the Iuntington Lifwary, San Maring, California.
Reprinted by pen m of the ITuntington Library, This item hus previonsly been
the appendix to Robert Glass Clebnd, Cattle on o Thousand Hitls; Southern California,
18501880, 2ud. ed. (San Marino, Calif.: 1951}, 238-43.
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advantages to be derived from their being citizens of the United-

States, us was promised them,

That, in consequence of such promises and representations, very
few of the inhabitants of California opposed the invasion; some of
themn welcomed the invaders with open arms; a great number of them
acclaimed the new order with joy, giving a warm reception to their
guests, for those inhabitants had maintained very feeble relations with
the government of Mexico and had looked with envy upon the
development, greatness, prosperity, and glory of the great northem
republic, to which they were bound for reasons of commercial and
personal interests, and also because its principles of freedom had won
their friendliness.

When peace was established between the two nations by the Treaty
of Guadalupe Hidalgo, they joined in the general rejoicing with their
new American fellow countrymen, even though some—a very few
indeed—decided to remain in California as Mexican citizens, in
conformity with the literal interpretation of that solemm instrument;
they immediately assumed the position of American citizens that was
offered them, and since then have conducted themselves with zeal
and Faithfulness and with no less loyalty than those whose preat
fortune it was to be born under the flag of the North American
republic—believing, thus, that all their rights were insured in the
treaty, which declares that their property shall be inviolably protected
and insured; seeing the realization of the promises made to them by
United States officials; trusting and hoping to participate in the
prospertty and happiness of the great nation of which they now had
come to be an integral part, and in which, if it was true that they now
found the value of their possessions increased, that was also to be
considered compensation for their sufferings and privations.

The inhabitants of California, having had no cheice but to dedicate
themselves to the rural and pastoral life and allied occupations,
ignorant even of the laws of their own country, and without the
assistance of lawyers (of whom there were so few in California} to
advise themn on legal matters, elected from among themselves their
jndges, who had no knowledge of the intricate technical terms of the
law and who were, of course, incompetent and ill-fitted to occupy the
delicate position of forensic judicature. Scattered as the population
was over a large territory, they could hardly hope that the titles under
which their ancestors held and preserved their lands, in many cases
for over half a century, would be able to withstand a serupulously
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critical examination before a court. They heard with dismay of the
appointment, by Act of Congress, of a Commission with the right to
examine all titles and confirm or disapprove them, as their judgment
considered equitable. Though this honorable body has doubtless had
the Lest interests of the state at heart, still it has Lirought about the
most disastrous effects upon those who have the honor to subscribe
their names to this petition, for, even though all landholders
possessing titles under the Spanish or Mexican governments were not
{orced by the letter of the law to present them before the Commission
for confirmation, nevertheless all those titles were at once considered
doubtful, their origin questionable, and, as a result, worthless for
confirmation by the Commission; all landholders were thus compelled
de facto to submit their titles to the Commission for confirmation,
under the alternative that, if they were not submitted, the lands
would be considered public property. .

The ::mm_.an:m@.. ignorant, then, of the forms and proceedings of an
American court of justice, were obliged to engage the services of
American lawyers to present their claims, paying them enormous fees.

" Not having other means with which to meet those expenses but their

lands, they were compelled to give up part of their property, in many
¢ases as much as a fourth of it, and in other cases even more.

The discovery of gold attracted an immense number of immigrants
to this country, and, when they perceived that the titles of the old
inhabitants were considered doubtful and their validity questionable,
they spread themselves over the land as though it were public
property, taking posséssion of the improvements made by the
inhabitants, many times seizing even their houses (where they had
lived for many years with their families), taking and killing the cattie
anid destroying their crops; so that those who before had owned great
numbers of cattle that could have been counted by the thousands,
now found themselves without any, and the men who were the owners
of many leagues of land now were deprived of the peacelul possession
of even one vara.

The expenses of the new state government were great, and the
money to pay for these was only to be derived from the tax on
property, and there was little property in this new state but the
above-mentioned lands. Onerous taxes were levied by new laws, and
if these were not paid the property was put up for sale. Deprived as
they were of the use of their Tands, from which they had now no
lucrative returns, the owners. were compelled lo mortgage them in
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order to assume the payment of taxes already due and constantly
increasing. With such mortgages upon property greatly depreciated
{because of its uncertain status), without crops or rents, the owners of
those lands were not able to borrow money except at usurious rates of
interest. The usual interest rate at that time was high, but with such
securities it was exorhitant; and so they were forced either to sell or
lose their lands; in fact, they were forced to borrow imeney even for
the purchase of the bare necessities of life. Hoping that the Land
Commission would take quick action in the revision of titles and thus
relieve them from the state of penury in which they found themselves,

they mortgaged their lands, paying compound interest at the rate of.

fromn three to ten per cent a month, The long-awaited relief would not
arrive; action from the Comimission was greatly delayed; and, even
after the Commission would pronounce judgment on the titles, it was
still necessary to pass throngh a rigorous ordeal in the District Court;
and some cases are, even now, pending before the Supreme Court of
the nation. And in spite of the final confirmation, too long a delay was
experienced (in many cases it is still being experienced), awaiting the
surveys to he made by the United States Surveyor-General. The
general Congress overlooked making the necessary appropriations to
that end, and the people were then obliged to face new taxes to pay
for the surveys, or eclse wait even longer while undergoing the
coutinued and exhausting demands of high and usurious taxes, Many
persons assumed the payment of the surveyors and this act was cause
for objection from Washington, the work of those surveyors rejected,
and the patents refused, for the very reason that they themselves had
paid for the surveys. More than 800 petitions were presented to the
Land Commission, and already 10 years of delays have elapsed and
only some 50 patents have heen granted.

The petitioners, finding themselves unable to face such payments
because of the rates of inferest, taxes, and litigation expenses, as well
as having to maintain their families, were compelled to sell, little by
little, the greater part of their old possessions. Some, who at one tine
had been the richest landholders, today find themselves without a oot
of ground, living as objects of charity—and even in sight of the many
leagues of land which, with many a thousand head of cattle, they once
had called their own; and those of us who, by means of strict economy
and immense sacrifices, have been able to preserve a small portion of
our property, have heard to our great dismay that new legal projects
are being planned to keep us still longer in suspense, consuming, to
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the last iota, the property left us hy our ancestors, Moreover, we see
with deep pain that efforts are _:.:.r macle to induce those honorable
bodies to pass laws authorizing bills of review, and other illegal
praceedings, with a view to prolonging still further the litigation of

our claims,
The manifest injustice of such an act wust he clearly apparent to

- those honorable bodies when they consider that the native Califor-

nians were an agricnltural people and that they have wished to
continue so; but they have encountered the obstacle of the enterpris-
ing genius of the Americans, who have assumed possession of their
lands, taken their cattle, and destroyed their woods, while the
Californians have heen thrown among those who were strangers to
their language, customs, laws, and habits,

It would have heen better for the state, and for those newly
established in it, if all those titles to lands, the expedientes of which
were properly registered in the Mexican archives, had heen declared

valid; if those holders of titles derived from former governments had
heen dectared perpetual owners and presmmptive possessors of the
lands (in all civilized countries they would have heen acknowledged
legitimate owners of the land); and il the government, or any private
person or official who might have pretensions to the contrary, should
have been able to establish his claim only through a regular court of
justice, in accordance with customary judicial procedure. Such &
course would have increased the fame of the conquerors, won the
faith and respect of the conquered, and contributed to the material
prosperity of the nation at large.

San Francisco, Felymary 21, 1859,
Antonio Marfa Pico [and forty-nine others)
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In Southern California, however, the gente de razdn retained a meas-
ure of their former power and influence for some years after the con-
quest. Here they were concentrated in sufficient number so that they
remained an important political factor through the 1880’s. In most elec-
tions, from 1849 to 1880, the newcomers were pitted against the Spanish-
speaking. “Down to the end of the 1870%," writes Owen O'Neil, “local
politics in Southern California were complicated by a natural tendency
to diverge on racial lines. Vast and complex family connections would
make it impossible to trace these cleavages by any process so simple as
noting Spanish names, but they were a real and potent factor which be-
came more evident after 1865, when so many of the old Californians,
once magnates of the land, were being crowded to the wall by economic
misfortune.” Among the first representatives of Santa Barbara County in
the state legislature were such individuals as Pablo de la Guerra, Antonio
Mar{a de la Guerra, Romauldo Pacheco (later lieutenant-governor), and
J. Y. Cota. An Estudillo and a Coronel became state treasurers and, in
Los Angeles, a member of the Septilveda family was elected to the bench.
As late as 1870, native Californians outnumbered Anglo-Americans in
Santa Barbara, owned more than a third of the property, and occupied
most of the political positions; but, by the end of the decade, the native
clement was almost entirely eclipsed. .

Unlike New Mexico, California was engulfed by a tidal wave of Anglo-
American immigration after 1848. While the northern counties received
the bulk of this immigration at the outset, the tide shifted to Southern
California in the 1880’s. “This overwhelming horde of new arrivals,”
wrote Willard, “took possession of the land and proceeded to make
things over to their own taste.” The Spanish-Mexican appearance of the
Southern California towns changed overnight. As much as anything else,
this transition was symbolized by the rapid disappearance of the adobes.
“Death and emigration,” wrote J. P. Widney in 1886, “are removing
them [the Californians] from the land. . . . They no longer have un-
numbered horses to ride and vast herds of sheep, from which one for a

Fxhibit 6
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meal would never be missed. Their broad acres now, with few exceptions,
belong to the acquisitive American. . . . Grinding poverty has bred reck-
lessness and moroseness.”

If this process of change bore heavily upon the gente de razdn, it had
a simply crushing effect upon the Mexicans. One after another the eco-
nomic functions for which they had been trained were taken from them.
The Mexicans were excellent and well-trained vaqueros but this func-
tion disappeared with the collapse of the ranchero regime. The rapid
rise of the sheep industry after 1860 momentarily provided employment
as herders and shearers; but the period of bonanza sheep-raising soon
came to an end. The Mexican then reappears in the local annals as a
farm worker and livery-stable hand. Long before the livery stables dis-
appeared, however, the Chinese began to displace the Mexicans as farm
workers. Visiting Southern California in 1888, Edward Robert noted that
the “houses of the Spanish-speaking people are being taken over by the
Chinese, who have invaded the adobe cottages.” Anglo-Americans infil-
trated New Mexico; they engulfed California. The difference in impact
was also a function of the size of the Spanish-speaking element in the two
states: 60,000 in New Mexico, 7,500 in California. In California, more-
over, there was no buffer group to stand between the Spanish-speaking
and the Anglo-Americans in the manner that ten thousand well-settled
Puchblo Indians stood between Anglas and Hispanos in New Mexico.

With the eclipse of the Spanish-speaking element after 1880, few vis-
ible evidences of Spanish culture could be noted in California, Some
Spanish words had been incorporated into the speech and important
elements of Spanish-Mexican jurisprudence had been woven into the le-
gal fabric of the state. A considerable amount of Spanish-Mexican blood
flowed in the veins of local residents with such names as Travis, Kraemer,
Reeves, Locke, and Rowlands. Most of the Spanish street names had been
Anglicized, although few of the place-names were changed. At the turn of
the century it appeared—in fact it was generally assumed—that the Mex-
ican influence had been thoroughly exorcized.

But what had really happened was that the “old life,"—the Mexican
life,—of the province had retreated “along the coastal plains that reach
from Los Angeles to Acapulco.” Just as the Spanish-speaking had re-
treated from the northern counties to the southern, so they later with-
drew, to somne extent, to Mexico. But the number of Spanish-speaking res-
idents in Southern California was at all times sufficient to keep vestiges
of the eatlier life and culture alive. Later, in the period from 1900 to 1920,
these surviving clements of the old life were renewed and revived by a
great influx of Mexican immigrants and the long-dormant conflict of
cultures entered upon a new phase.
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The United States, Octavio decided. was the place where pe
would build a house for his own family. Mexico retreated intq
fading images in his memory, and life in Simons and in Los Angeleg
became more exciting every day. He worked hard during the day
and in the evenings went out to gamble with his uncle Ignacigp
Sandoval, one year his senior. At first he just observed, but soon
he calculated the feel of the luck of the cards. He developed a sense
of when to enter and exit a game, when to bluff, when to raise or
pass, and he studied the reactions of men when they won and most
important, when they lost.

Within months Octavio had men betting on whether he would
win or lose, and more often the bets were made on how much he
would win. Several financial backings were offered, but Octavig
refused. preferring to remain independent and not share his win-
nings or compound his losses. His calculative genius gained him
constant money in his pocket, credit from anyone and respect from
the men of Simons. He never asked for money, but he was always
willing to lend to responsible fellow workers. He was considered
an intelligent man with a special gift.

Octavio gambled in Los Angeles, East Los Angeles, Belvedere,
Whittier. Monday through Thursday he played poker, cunquillan
or malilla at his home table at Simons. When his father entered the
room where the game simmered, Octavio became uncomfortable,
and after a hand or two, winning or losing, he would fold and
walk away from the game. Damian would then buy in, taking
Octavio's place. With a look. Damian would indicate to his son to
leave and Octavio always obeyed. To Gonzalo, who played often,
beating Octavio became an obsession. When Octavio would get
up to leave, Gonzalo, noticeably angered, would throw his cards
down,

“Stay, man!™ Gonzalo would yell as Octavio pushed away from
the financial meal.

“There will be another night for revenge,” Octavio would reply,
acknowledging Damian. who to Gonzalo's irritation, sat next to
him. ‘

Gonzalo respected both men, but he had paid a high price for
the great admiration he had for Octavio ... Some day your luck
will run out and I’ll beat vou, thought Gonzalo as the door closed
behind Octavio.

Although Prohibition had been imposed, Octavio and Ignacio,
his constant companion and fellow gambling traveler, found good
Mexican whiskeyv easy to get in La Calle de los Negros, located
at the plaza de Los Angeles in the Mexican section of Los Ange-

»
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les. The closed bars were transformed into restaurants, facades for
(he infamous speakeasies where whiskey, wine, and beer were as
qavailable as before Prohibition. . .

Liquor was never difficult to purchase for Octavio, the w:.:o:m
«orkers and the general population. At _.fmnEn_.m was a scarcity of
alcohol, but soon after the implementation of the law, bootleggers
Ecncnna enough whiskey, wine and beer to supply most of rom An-
scles. Certain parts of the city became _8..3.5 for producing the
wﬂmg wine, whiskey or beer. Spirit production went underground
and became a bigger business than before the .n_i law. _uo_,. some
winernakers going underground meant the survival of a family tra-
dition, a way of life and meeting an economic need.

In his gambling adventures, Octavio had met several m_nozo_
producers who gladly gave him the _wncoq. he needed. E m._:_o.:m.
several families fermented wine or had whiskey or beer distilleries.
Simons never lacked for alcoholic beverages. For home coc:mmmnn.m
and gamblers and a number of Los Angeles gamblers and prosti-
(utes, Simons was a safe enclave from law enforcement agencies,
inclnding the federal and Montebello police.

Exhibit 14
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CONDITIONS OF
MEXICANS IN CALIFORNIA

Mounting concem over expanding Mexican immigration characterized the
1920's. Recognizing the economic implications of increasing numbers of
Mexican workers, state and federal agencies began to study what they
_considered a serious problem. In October 1930, an important report
dealing with Mexicans in California was published by Governor Clement
C. Young's Fact-Finding Committee. A review of this lengthy report
follows.

It is conservatively estimated that between :goo and 1920
approximately 200,000 Mexicans came into the United States
illegalty. The rush of Mexican immigration cormmenced during the
period of the world war, doubtless as a result of the shortage of
labor at that time. . . . )

Under the existing Quota Act, more than 40 percent of all alien
immigrants declaring California as their intended permanent
residence are Mexicans. In brief, the principal immigrant race
now coming to California is the Mexican, Neither Mexico’s official
statistics on emigration nor the United States’s figures concerning
Mexican immigration are complete. Beyond a doubt, there are
now more than 1 million Mexicans in the United States, and under
existing immigration legislation, the committee declares, unlim-
ited numbers can continue to come in. More than 8o percent of
the Mexicans residing in this country in 1920 were living in three
states—Arizona, California, and Texas, The proportion residing in
California rose from 7.8 percent of the total in the country in 1900
to 15.2 percent in 1910 and to 18.2 percent in 1g20.

In California manufacturing industries there are about eleven

From "Labor and Social Conditions of Mexicans in California.” EQ:_FE Labor
Reciew (January 1931).

Exhibit 16

Mexicans in every one hundred wage earners. In factories where
there are both Mexicans and other workers, the Mexicans
constitute 17 percent of all the employees. The proportion of
Mexicans in a number of industries ranges from 2.4 to 66.3
percent. Over 50 percent of all Mexicans in the industries in
California are employed in establishiments in Los Angeles County
and only 10 percent in establishments in San Francisco County.
There are probably about 28,000 Mexicans in the manufacturing
industries of the state, and at the time of the enumeration there
were 2,700 Mexicans in fruit and vegetable canneries,

Based on reports from 159 building and construction companies
employing 20,650 workers on June 15, 1928, the proportion of
Mexicans in all classes of construction is 16.4 percent. In May
1928, there were 10,706 Mexican laborers on the payrolls of six
large interstate and interurban railroads in California. In brief, the
report states, Mexicans have secured a strong foothold in the
industries of the state and are certainly displacing other immi-
grant races and the native-born. . . . .

In building and construction, Mexicans are employed mostly as
common laborers, at pick-and-shovel work, at digging trenches,
and in cesspool work; alse at grading, Reports from representative
building and construction concerns indicate that the hourly rates
of Mexicans in the industry run from 4o to 50 cents, and daily
wage rates from $3.50 to $5, the prevailing rates appearing to he
50 cents per hour and $4 per day, On railroads, Mexicans are used
as “section and extra gang” laborers, their average rates heing 38
cents per hour and $3.06 per day.

The majority of Mexican alien immigrants who come to this
country are “laborers,” not “farmers and fann lahorers.”

Mexicans constitute the largest group of unskilled, tow-paid
labor in California, and they have come into the state willing to
occupy the sane economic level as in their own country. They
have had little or no schooling and are unfamiliar with English.
Before they came to this country, they lived on a meager diet,
paying little attention to sanitation and hygiene. Their infant
mortality rate is high, as is atso the rate for tuberculosis and other
commmunicable diseases. They have had a feudal relation toward
authority, making it difficult for them to adjust themselves to



American traditions. Furthermore, the commitiex reports, there is
a racial prejudice against them, especially against those of
non-European stock who are not white and whose customs and
hahits are so different from the American standard.

Mexicans in California have a tendency to live in colonies both
in urban and rural districts, and this retards their assimilation with
the native population. The housing facilities available to most of
the Mexicans are often poor and do not conform to proper
sanitation standards. Sales agreements frequently prohibit these
aliens from buying property in any but Mexican districts. The
existing ground-rent system in certain sections results in over-
crowding and unhygienic conditions. . According to the Los
Angeles Health Department, the rate of communicable-diseases
cases among the Mexicans is above that of the general popula-
tion. .

There is one Mexican among every ten children receiving state
aid in California. In 1928 the proportion of Mexican children in
the orphanages of the state was 7.8 percent, and in Los Angeles
County over 16 percent of all the children in institutions were of
the race in question. Five sixths of the Los Angelées [Community
Chest] agencies give no assistance to Mexicans. Those organiza-
tions which do serve these people give thein a great part of their
service. . . .

A house-to-house investigation of Mexican families in Southern
California disclosed the fact that the majority of the males
included in the survey were unskilled laborers in agricultural
pursuits. Many semiskilled and skilled workers, such as black-
smiths, carpenters, electricians, and mechanics, were, however,
found among these irmmigrants.

Of 769 Mexican families covered by :_m investigation, 40.4
percent had three children or fewer; 54.7 percent, four children
or fewer; and 45.3 percent, five children or more. The average
munber of children per family canvassed was 4.3.

Of the 701 Mexican families for which reports on average
monthly income were obtained, 69.2 percent averaged less than
$100 per month; 20.5 percent, $100 but under $150; 5.9 percent,
$150 but under $200; and oz_v. 4-4 wchm_:_ $200 or over,

According 1o a study of the total incomes for twelve consecu-

tive months of 435 families, 47.1 percent had yearly incomes of
less than $1,000; 31.5 percent, $1,000 but under $1,500; and 21.4
percent, $1,500 or over. The average yearly income of these 435
families was $1,156.15. Of the 403 families with children for
whom data were secured in yearly incomes, 142 (35.2 percent)
reported 250 children on full-time or part-time work, but mostly
on part time.



GETTING RID
OF THE MEXICAN

No one knows how many Mexicans were “repatriated” during the 1930's.
Many city, county, and state agencies instituted programs to send welfare

From “Getting Rid of the Mexican,” by Carey McWilliams. The American
Mercury, 28 (March 1g33). Copyright © 1933, The American Mercury, Inc., P.O.
Box 1308, Torrance, California gnsos. Reprinted by permission.

Exhibit 17

P

recipients of Mexican origin back to Mexico, imespective of citizenship or
desire. Los Angeles's rationale for “repatriating the Mexican™ is described
by Carey McWilliams.

In 1930 a fact-finding committee reported to the governor of
California that, as a result of the passage of the immigration acts
of 1921 and 1924, Mexicans were being used on a large scale in
the Southwest to replace the supply of cheap labor that had been
formerly recruited in southeastern Europe. The report revealed a
concentration of this new m..sEmm_.m:c: in Texas, Arizona, and
California, with an ever-increasing number of Mexicans giving
California as the state of their “intended future permanent
residence.” It was also discovered that, within the state, this new
population was concentrated in ten southern counties.

For a long time Mexicans had regarded Southern California,
more particularly Los Angeles, with favor, and during the decade
from 1919 to 1929, the facts justified this view. At that time there
was a scarcity of cheap labor in the region and Mexicans were
made welcome. When cautious observers pointed owt some of the
consequences that might reasonably be expected to follow from a
rash encouragement of this immigration, they were shouted down
by the wise men of the Chamber of Commerce. Mexican lahor
was eulogized as cheap, plentiful, and docile. Even so late as 1930,
little effort had been made to unionize it. The Los Angeles
shopkeepers joined with the industrialists in denouncing, as a
union-labor conspiracy, the agitation to place Mexican immigra-
tion on a quota basis. Dr. Paul S. Taylor quotes this typical
utterance from a merchant:

Mexican business is for cash. They don't criticize prices. You can sell
themn higher priced articles than they intended to purchase when they
came in. They spend every cent they make. Nothing is too good for a
Menxican if he has the money. They spend their entire paycheck. If they
come into your store first, you get it. If they go 1o the other fellow’s
store first, he gets it.

During this period, academic circles in Southern California
exuded a wondrous solicitude for the Mexican immigrant. Teach-
‘ers of sociology, social-service workers, and other subsidized
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sympathizers were deeply concerned about his welfare. Was he
capable of assimilating American idealism? What antisocial traits
did he possess? Wasn't he made morose by his native diet? What
could be done to make him relish spinach and Brussels sprouts?
What was the percentage of this and that disease, or this and that
crime, in the Mexican population of Los Angeles? How many
Mexican mothers fed their youngsters according to the diet
schedules promulgated by manufacturers of American infant
foods? In shert, the do-gooders subjected the Mexican population
to a relentless barrage of surveys, investigations, and clinical
conferences.

But a marked change has occurred since 1g30. When it became
apparent last year that the program for the relief of the
unemployed would assume huge proportions in the Mexican
quarter, the community swung to a determination to oust the
Mexican. Thanks to the rapacity of his overlords, he had not been
able to accumulate any savings. He was in default in his rent. He
was a burden to the taxpayer. At this juncture, an ingenious social
worker suggested the desirability of a wholesale deportation. But
when the federal authorities were consulted, they could promise
but slight assistance, since many of the younger Mexicans in
Southern California were American citizens, being the American-
born children of immigrants. Moreover, the federal officials
insisted on, in cases of illegal entry, a public hearing and a formal
order of deportation. This procedure involved delay and expense,
and, moreover, it could not be used to advantage in ousting any
large number.

A better scheme was soon devised. Social workers reported that
many of the Mexicans who were receiving charity had signified
their “willingness™ to return to Mexico. Negotiations were at once
opened with the social-minded officials of the Southern Pacific
Railroad. It was discovered that, in wholesale lots, the Mexicans
could he shipped to Mexico City for $14.70 per capita. This swin
represented less than the cost of a week’s board and lodging. And

so, about February 1931, the first trainload was dispatched, and

shipments at the rate of about one a month have continued ever
since. A shipment consisting of three special trains left Los
Angeles on December 8. The loading commenced at about six
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oclock in the morning and continued for hours. More than
twenty-five such special trains had left the Southern Pacific
station hefore last April.

No one seems to know precisely how many Mexicans have been
“repatriated” in this manner to date, The Los Angeles Times of
November 18 gave an estimate of eleven thousand for the year
1932. The monthly shipments of late have ranged from thirteen
hundred to six thousand. The Times reported last April that
altogether more than 200,000 repatriados had left the United
States in the twelve months immediately preceding, of which it
estimated that from fifty to seventy-five thousand were from
California, and over thirty-five thousand from Los Angeles
County. Of those from Los Angeles County, a large number were
charity depaortations.

The repatriation program is regarded locally as a picce of
consummate statescraft. The average per family cost of executing
it is $71.14, including food and transportation. It cost Los Angeles
County $77.249.29 to repatriate one shipment of 6,024. It would
have cost $424,933.70 to provide this number with such charitable
assistance as they would have been entitled to had they remained
—a saving of $347.684.41.

One wonders what has happened to all the Americanization
programs of yesteryear. The Chamber of Commerce has been
forced to issue a statement assuring the Mexican authorities that
the community is in no sense unfriendly to Mexican labor and that
repatriation is a policy designed solely for the relief of the
destitute—even, presumably, in cases where invalids are removed
from the County Hospital in Los Angeles and carted across the
line. But those who once agitated for Mexican exclusion are no
longer regarded as the puppets of union labor.



"54aqaeaq 6u;nead5fus;ued5 10 susyoEa33 uEdIXal
AQ woljPanpa 3INpY *Sdaxaom Auoseabiw  aoy
ST0oyos PEzipJepurisg *sabenbuel yizog ulear
03 a81Qge aqg pue fE3PL33TITT UT®Wad 10U ABw Aays
3®4U3 os apeiab (o013 3ybBtrs 343 03 dn usdpiTy>
4no 104 sassera | renburi-1q, 104 3ybr g
[eas y ‘U3IPITYD  Uno 404 STOOUDS Jotasjur
PU®R  uotjebaubas 3surebe a1ybr4 "U3JpiTTIyY>D
UR DT X3 ia abejuasiad ybBry e S1 84843
S18YM  sTOoO0YIS Ul saayseaj UBITIXal adJdow Ja0y
818bnuys ung "IR3IA Arleau sue ardoad uedtxay
343 bBuowe usizEOINpe 40 swaigoad a4y,

- =’PI314 (e13ads J4tayjs
UT uotun aysz y3im 33171440 03 sd33s S3PIpPaWWT
2383 03 auanjrnotabe 4o Aszsnput ur  Buryuom
s31doad bGurixeads-ysiuerdg IIP 0% SpuU3BLWOIaJ
sa3e3g pajIun 3Y3 30 atdoagd Buiseads
-ystuedg puep UPDIX3K 343 4O ssa34buog 35214 aysg
I¥UYL :d3AT0S3Y LI 38 S40i343y3  ¢‘asodand  pue
uotzoe 3ybnoyz Jo Ajtun ® ajocwoud ITT™ 3243
UOT3PINPS AUPSS3DaU 3y} 3ATaIa4 pue paziuebao
8wodaq ardoad burieads-ystueds puep uedTx3W 3yl
Wotuym  ybnoayz Aouabe s1seq Aj3sow ayj sapraoad
JIUBWSAQL UOTUR aPBL] 3yl :SYIHIHMM PUP CS13510Mm
bu;xeads_us;ueds pue UBED T XS ‘UPR DT JSWY
{I® 40 S3S3483U1 ay3 323304d 31SS5Q UED JUSWIAD|
10g®T patstun ¢ 1Sydy3HM pue  fpaziuebagun ao
paztuebio Jayjzaym suaxiom 3yl 40 uoritsod 343
SUSYHESM JUBWAA0W J0GPT] uESTa8wy 3Yyj Ul S3STXa
MOU  3EY3 UDISIATIP 8yL :GY3HIHM PuP ‘wsidsEy
10 SJwed Uu0I3P43UaZUDD pPuUB  ALSABTS ylim
PE2F®L PTJIOM B Ul BATIPJSCWT ST Si3XJO0M 11®
403 asodund (o Ajiun 3sabuodais  ay] P SUYIHIHM,,

- "«S5S58utddey L0 j1Rnsuand auyl
Pue  Azuaqrr, o 3ybia ays patuap aue ardoad
bu;xeads_qs;ueds SY3} 31323448 Ul YITym aapun
UOT3ITPUOD B J3TuQ UT--SUOT]33S AuPsw ur s3ybrta
I[®2731710d pue [IAID jOo 3] <s3t13r1unjy_oddo
[E4AN3TNI 310 ¥2°P1 ¢4817ad Ul UOT3ZBUIWILISTR

‘SjuawdAed abem ut STPIjua1ail1p SjuswAoldwsa
40 3ybra ayz ur UOI3PUTWIJISIP—-SPARPUELS
HUEDT 3wy Y3IMm asuetaea 3e Arazatdwod
2B SAT]  3S8My3nos a3y3 ur ajdosd bHurresds
~UYSTURdS ay3 YITyU™ USBPUDN SUOT3 TPLOI aul’

37d03d ONINYIAS HSINVAS 40 SS3YINOJ 6€61 3IHL

wiqiyxy

R




ST

N




Exhibit {9

3. ProrTing & RioT

If one spreads out the span of one’s right hand and puts the palm down
on the center of a map of Los Angeles County with the thumb pointing
north, at the tip of each finger will be found a community where the
population is predominantly Mexican. In each of these neighborhonds,
morcover, a majority of the juveniles living in the area will be found to
be first-generation Mexican-Americans, sons and daughters of the Mexi-
can immigrants who came to Southern California during the 1g20's.

Now, if one believes that Mexicans have an inherent desire to commit
crimes of violence, the logical first step, in a crime prevention program,
is to arrest all the people living in these areas. Unfortunately for the
practice of this cosy little theory, there are well over a hundred thousand
people living in these areas who are of Mexican descent. The maximum
capacity of the Los Angeles jails being somewhat under this figure, it
therefore becomes necessary to proceed on a more selective basis. If one
group of Mexicans, say, the young people, could be seclected for token
treatment, and if sufficient arrests could be made from this group, per-
haps this would serve as an example to all Mexicans to restrain their
inborn criminal desires. . . .

If this sounds a bit fantastic, consider the following letter which Cap-
tain Joseph Reed sent to his superior on August 12, 1942:

C. B. Horrall,
Chicf of Police.
Sir:
The Los Angeles Police Department in conjunction with the Sherifl,
California Highway Patrol, the Monterey, Montebello, and Alhambra



236 NORTH FROM MEXICGO
Police Departments, conducted a drive on Mexican gangs throughout Los
Angeles County on the nights of August roth and 11th. All persons sus-
pected of gang activities were stopped. Approximately 6oo persons were
brought in. There were approximately 175 arrested for having knives,
guns, chains, dirks, daggers, or any other implement that might have
been used in assault cases. . . .
Present plans call for drastic action. . . . .
Respecttully,
Josern F. REED

Administrative Assistant
{ Emphasis added.)

On the nights in question, August 10 and 11, 1942, the police sclected
the neighborhoods which lay at our fingertips on the maps and then
blockaded the main streets running through these neighborhoods. All
- cars containing Mexican occupants, entering or leaving the neighbor-
hoods, were stopped. The occupants were then ordered to the sidewalks
where they were searched. With the occupants removed, other officers
searched the cars for weapons or ather illicit goods.

On the face of it, the great raid was successful, for six hundred people
were arrested. The charges? Suspicion of assault, suspicion of robbery,
suspicion of auto thefts, suspicion of this, suspicion of that. Of the
six hundred taken into custody, about 175 werce held on various charges,
principally for the possession of “knives, guns, chains, dirks, daggers,
or any other implement that hight have been used in assault cases.” This
is a broad statement, indeed, but it is thoroughly in keeping with the
rest of this deadly serious farce. For these “other” implements consisted,
of course, of hammers, tire irons, jack handles, wrenches, and other tools
found in the cars. In fact, the arrests seem to have been predicated on the
assumption that all law-abiding citizens belong to one or another of
the various automobile clubs and, therefore, do not need to carry their
own tools and accessories. .

As for those arrested, taking the names in order, we have, among
those Rrst listed, Tovar, Marquez, Perez, Villegas, Tovar, Querrero,
Holguin, Rochas, Aguilera, Ornelas, Atilano, Estrella, Saldana, and so
on. Every name on the long list was ohviously either Mexican or Spanish
and therelore, according to the Ayres Report, the name of a potential
criminal. The whole procedure, in fact, was entirely logical and con-
sistent once the assumptions in the report were taken as true.
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Harry Braverman, a member of the Grand Jury who had opposed
returning the indictment in the Sleepy Lagoon case, was greatly dis-
turbed by these mass dragnet raids and by the manner in which the
Grand Jury was being used as a sounding board to air the curious views
of Captain Ayres. Accordingly, he arranged for an open Grand Jury
hearing on October 8, 1942, at which some of the damage caused by the
Ayres Report might, if possible, be corrected. At this hearing, Dr. Harry
Hoijer of the University of California; Guy T. Nunn of the War Man-
power Commission (who later wrote, on his return from a German
prison camp, a fine novel about Mexican-Americans called White
Shadows); Manuel Aguilar of the Mexican consulate; Oscar R. Fuss of
the CIO; Walter H. Laves of the Office of the Coordinator of Inter-
American Affairs and myself all endeavored to create in the minds of
the Grand Jurors at least a doubt that everything that Captain Ayres
had said was true. To appreciate the incomparable irony of this situation,
suffice it to say that here we were having to defend “the biological
charactes” of the Mexican people months after Mexico had declared war
on Germany, Italy, and Japan on May 22, 1942; after the first shipment
of 1,500 Mexican workers—the vanguard of an army of 100,000 workers
that Mexico sent to this country during the war—had arrived in Cali-
fornia on September 29, 1942; and after Henry Wallace, then vice-
president of the United States, had declared to a great Sixteenth of
September celebration in Los Angeles that “California has become a
fusion ground for the two cultures of the Americas. . . S

On the occasion of this hearing, representatives of the coordinator of
Inter-American  Affairs made the rounds of the newspapers, calling
attention to the scrious harm being done the war effort and the Good
Neighbor Policy by the newspaper campaign against resident Mexicans.
In the interest of winning the war, these officials had suggested, there
might well be some abatement in this campaign: we were fighting the
Germans and the Japanese, not the Mexicans. With stated reluctance,
and obvious misgivings, the newspapers promised to behave and, from
October to December, 1942, the great hue and cry either disappeared
from the press or was conducted soto voce. That the campaign had seri-
ously interfered with the war effort, there can be no doubt. When the
Sleepy Lagoon defendants were convicted, for example, the Axis radio
beamed the following message in Spanish to the people of Latin
America:
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In Los Angeles, California, the so-called City of the Angels, twelve Mexi-
can boys were found guilty 1oday of a single murder and five others were
convicted of assault growing out of the same case. The 360,000 Mexicans
of Los Angeles are reported up in arms over this Yankee persecution. The
concentration camps of Los Angeles are said to be overflowing with mem-
bers of this persecuted minority. This is justice for you, as practiced by
the “Good Neighbor,” Uncle Sam, a justice that demands seventeen
victims for one crime. ( Axis broadcast, January 13, 1943).

The representatives of the Coordinator’s Office urged the newspapers
in particular to cease featuring the word “Mexican” in stories of crime.
~‘The press agreed, but, true to form, quickly devised a still better tech-
nigue for baiting Mexicans. “Zoot-suit” and “Pachuco” began to appear
in the newspapers with such regularity that, within a few months, they
had completely replaced the word "Mexican.” Any doubts the public
may have harbored concerning the meaning and application of these
terms were removed after January 13, 1943, for they were consistently
applied, and only applied, to Mexicans. Every Mexican youngster ar-
rested, no matter how trivial the offense and regardless of his ultimate
guilt or innocence, was photographed with some such caption as
“Pachuco Gangster” or “Zoot-suit Hoodlum.” At the Grand Jury hear-
ing on October 8, 1942, some of us had warned the community that, if
this press campaign continued, it would ultimately lead to mass violence.
But these warnings were ignored. After the jury had returned its verdict
in the Slecpy Lagoon case and Mr. Rockefeller’s emissaries had left
Los Angeles, the campaign, once again, began to be stepped up.

On the eve of the zoot-suit riots in Los Angeles, therefore, the follow-

ing clements were involved: first, the much-publicized “gangs,” com-
posed of youths of Mexican descent, rarcly over eighteen years of age;
second, the police, overwhelmingly non-Mexican in descent, acting in
reliance on the theories of Captain Ayres; third, the newspapers, caught
in a dull period when there was only a major war going on, hell-bent
to find a local scapegoat, “an internal enemy,” on which the accumu-
lated frustrations of a population in wartime could be vented; fourth,
the people of Los Angeles, Mexican and non-Mexican, largely unaware
that they were sponsoring, by their credulity and indifference, a private
war; and, fifth, the men of the armed services stationed in or about the
city, strangers to Los Angeles, bored, getting the attitudes of the city
from its flamboyant press. They entered the plot, however, only at the
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climax. Knowing already of the attitude of the police and of the press,
let’s examine the Mexican “gang.”

4. Tue OricIN oF Pachuquismo

In Los Angeles, in 1942, if a boy wished to become known as a
“gangster” he had a choice of two methods. The first, and by far the
more difficult, was to commit a crime and be convicted. The second
method was easier, although it was largely restricted to a particular
group. If you were born of Mexican parents financially unable to move
out of certain specific slurn areas, you could be a gangster from birth
without having to go to all the trouble of committing a crime. For Los
Angeles had revised the old saying that “boys will be boys™ to read
“boys, if Mexican, will be gangsters.” The only reservation to be noted,
of course, consists in the definition of a “gang.”

Adolescent boys in the United States are among the most gregarious
groups in our society. American boys traditionally “hang out with the
gang.” Their association is based, of course, on common interests. The
boys in the “gang” may go to the same school, live in the same neighbor-
hood or have the same hobbies. There is, however, a difference in the
degree to which the members of various “gangs” feel a sense of solidarity.
A boy who belongs to a club for those who make model airplanes may
have little loyalty toward the club. Tt serves a particular interest and
beyond this interest he must have other associations. But a “gang” of

" Mexican boys in Los Angeles is held together by a set of associations

so strong that they outweigh, or often outweigh, such influences as the
home, the school, and the church.

The various teen-age clubs in the hetter parts of Los Angeles often get
together and spend an evening dancing in Hollywood. But the respect-
able places of entertainment will often refuse to admit Mexicans. The
boys and girls who belong to the “Y” often make up theater parties. But
the “best” theaters in Los Angeles have been known to refuse admission
to Mexicans. Many youngsters like to go rollerskating or iceskating; but
the skating rink is likely to have a sign reading “Wednesdays reserved
for Negroes and Mexicans.” Wherever the Mexicans go, outside their
own districts, there are signs, prohihitions, taboos, restrictions. Learning

of this “iron curtain” is part of the education of every Mexican-American
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boy in Los Angeles. Naturally it hits them hardest at the time when they
are trying to cope with the already tremendous problems of normal
adolescence. The first chapters are learned #imost on the day they enter
school, and, as time passes and the world enlarges, they learn other
chapters in this bitter and peremptory lesson.

Maost of the boys are born and grow up in neighborhoods which are
almost entirely Mexican in composition and so it is not until they reach
school age that they become aware of the social status of Mexicans.
Prior to entering school, they are aware, to a limited extent, of differences
in background. They know that there are other groups who speak
English and that they will some day have to learn it, too. But it is at
school that they first learn the differences in social rank and discover
that they are at the bottom of the scale. Teachers in the “Mexican”
schools are often unhappy about their personal situation. They would
much rather be teaching in the sacrosanct halls of some Beverly Hills
or Hollywood school. Assignment to a school in a Mexican district is
commonly regarded, in Los Angeles, as the equivalent of exile. Plagued
by teachers who present “personality problems,” school administrators
have been known to “solve” the problem. by assigning the teacher to
“Siberia.” Neither in personnel nor equipment are these schools what
they should be, although a definite attempt to improve them is now
under way.

Discovering that his status approximates the second-rate school has the
effect of instiiling in the Mexican boy a resentment directed against the
school, and all it stands for. At the same time, it robs him of a desire to
turn back to his home. For the home which he knew prior to entering
schoo! no longer exists. All of the attitudes he has fearned at school now
poison his attitude toward the home. Turning away from home and
school, the Mexican boy has only one place where he can find security
and status. This is the gang made up of boys exactly like himself, who
live in the same neighborhood, and who are going through precisely
the same distressing process at precisely the same time.

Such is the origin of the juvenile gangs about which the police and
the press of Los Angeles were so frenetically concerned. Gangs of this
character are familiar phenomena in any large city. In Los Angeles,
twenty years ago, similar gangs were made up of the sons of Russian
Molokan immigrants. They have existed in Los Angeles since the city
really began to grow, around 1900, and they will continue to exist as long

o

.
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as society creates them. Thus “the genesis of pachuquismo,” as Dr.
George Sanchez has pointed out, “is an open book to those who care
to look into the sitvations facing Spanish-speaking people™ in the South-
west. In fact, they were pointed out over a decade ago in an article which
Dr. Sanchez wrote for the Journal of Applied Psychology (1}.

The pachuco gang differs from some other city gangs only in the
degree to which it constitutes a more tightly knit group. There is more
to the pachuco gang than just having a good time together. The pachucos
suffer discrimination together and nothing makes for cohesiveness more
effectively than a commonly shared hostility. Knowing that both as
individuals and as a group they arc not welcome in many parts of the
city, they create their own world and try to make it as self-sufficient as
possible,

While the fancier “palladiums” have been known to refuse them,
even when they have had the price of admission, there are other dance
halls, not nearly so fancy, that make 2 business of catering to their
needs. It should be noted, however, that Mexican boys have never
willingly accepted these inferior accommodations and the inferior status
they connote. Before they have visited the “joints” on Skid Row, they
have first tried to pass through the palatial foyers on Sunset Boulevard.
When they finally give up, they have few illusions left about their native
land.

It should also be remembered that pachuquismo followed a decade of
important social change for Mexicans in Los Angeles. During the de-
pression years; thousands of Mexicans had been repatriated and thosc
remaining began to adjust to a new mode of existence. The residence of
those who had been migratory workers tended to become stabilized, for
residence was a condition to obtaining relief. Thousands of Mexicans
were replaced, during these same years, by so-called Okies and Arkies
in the migratory labor movement. A greater stability of residence implied
more regular schooling, better opportunities to explore the intricacies
of urban life, and, above all, it created a situation in which the Mexican
communities began to impinge on the larger Anglo-American com-
munity. .

During the depression years, one could watch the gradual encroach-
ment of Mexicans upon downtown Los Angeles. Stores and shops cater-
ing to Mexican trade crossed First Street, moving out from the old
Plaza district and gradually infiltrated as far south as Third or Fourth
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streets, The motion picture theaters in this neighborhood, by far the
aldest in the city, began to “go Mexican” as did the ten-cent stores, the
shops, and the small retail stores. Nowadays the old Mason Opera House,
in this district, has become a Mexican theater. Being strangers to an
urban environment, the first generation had tended to respect the bound-
aries of the Mexican communities. But the second generation was lured
far beyond these boundaries into the downtown shopping districts, to
the beaches, and above all, to the “glamor” of Hollywood. It was this
generation of Mexicans, the pachuco generation, that first came to
the general notice and attention of the Anglo-American population.

. Thus concurrently with the growth of the gangs there developed a
new stereatype of the Mexican as the “pachuco gangster” the “zoot-
suiter.” Many theories have been advanced and reams of paper wasted
in an attempt to define the origin of the word “pachuco.” Some say that
the expression originally came from Mexico and denoted resemblance
to the gaily costumed people living in a town of this name; others have
said that it was first applied to border bandits in the vicinity of El Paso.
Regardless of the origin of the word, the pachuco stereotype was born
in Los Angeles. It was essentially an easy task to fix this stereotype on
Mexican youngsters. Their skin was enough darker to sct them apart
from the average Angeleno. Basically bilingual, they spoke both Spanish
and English with an accent that could be mimicked by either or both
groups. Also there was an age-old heritage of ill-will to be exploited
and a social atmosphere in which Mexicans, as Mexicans, had long been
stereotyped. The pachuco also had a uniform—the zoot-suit—which
served to make him conspicuous.

Mexican-American boys never use the term “zoot-suit,” preferring the
word “drapes” in speaking of their clothes. “Drapes” began to appear
in the late thirties and early forties. In general appearance, “drapes”
resemble the zoot-suits worn by Negro youngsters in Harlem, although
the initiated point out differences in detail and design. Called “drapes”
or “zoot-suit,” the costume is certainly one of the most functional ever
designed. It is worn by boys who engage in a specific type of activity,
namely, a style of dancing which means disaster to the average suit.
The trouser cuffs are tight around the ankles in order not to catch on
the heels of the boy’s quickly moving feet. The shoulders of the coat
are wide, giving plenty of room for strenuous arm movements; and
the shoes are heavy, serving to anchor the boy to the dance floor as he
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spins his partner around. There is nothing esoteric about these “sharp”
sartorial get-ups in underprivileged groups, quite apart from their
m:.:n:o_._m_ aspect. They are often used as a badge of defiance by the
rejected against the outside world and, at the same time, as a symbol
of belonging to the inner group. It is at once a sign of rebellion and a
mark of belonging. It carries prestige (2).

m..oq. the boys, peg-topped pants with pleats, high waists up under the
armpits, the long loose-backed coat, thick-soled bluchers, and the duck-
B:nn_. haircut; for the girls, black huaraches, short black skirt, long black
stockings, sweater, and high pompadour. Many of the boys saved their
money for months to buy one of these get-ups. The length of the coat and
the width of the shoulders became as much a mark of prestige as the
Emlﬂ badges of the Boy Scout. But, it should be noted, that the zoot-
suit was not universal among Mexican boys. Some never adopted it
while others never adopted it completely. There were all varieties om.
acceptance. The newspapers, of course, promptly seized upon the zoot-

+Suit as “a badge of crime.” But as one zoot-suited boy said to me, with
infallible Jogic, “If 1 were a gangster, would 1 wear a zoot-suit um. that
everyone would know I was a gangster ? No, I'd maybe dress like a priest
or like everyone else; but no zoot-suit.” .

. With the backdrops all in place, the curtain now rolls up on an interest-
ing tableau in Our City the Queen of the Angels which was founded
in the year 1781 by Mexican pobladores under the direction of Spanish
officers who wore costumes far more outlandish than those worn by the
most flamboyant packucos.
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Blood on the Pavements

On Thursday evening, June 3, 1943, the Alpine Club—made up of
youngsters of Mexican descent—held a meeting in a palice substation
. in Los Angeles. Usually these meetings were held in a nearby public
school but, since the school was closed, the boys had accepted the invita-
tion of a police captain to meet in the substation. The principal business
of the meeting, conducted in the presence of the police captain, con-
sisted in a discussion of how gang-strife could best be avoided ih the
neighborhood. After the meeting had adjourned, the boys were taken
in squad cars to the street corner nearest the neighborhood in which
most of them lived. The squad cars were scarcely out of sight, when
the boys were assaulted, not by a rival “gang” or “club,” but by hoodlum
elements in the neighborhood. O one thing the boys were sure: their
assailants were not of Mexican descent.
Latlier the same evening a group of eleven sailors, on leave from
their station in Los Angeles, were walking along the 1700 block on North
Main Street in the center of one of the city's worst slum areas. The

surrounding neighborhood is predominantly Mexican. On one side of-

the street the dirty brick front of a large brewery hides from view a
collection of ramshackle Mexican homes. The other side ol the street
consists of a series of small bars, boarded-up store {ronts, and small shops.
The area is well off the beaten paths and few servicemen found their
way this far north on Main Strect. As they were walking along the
strect, so they later stated, the sailors were set upon by a gang of Mexican
hoys. One of the sailors was badly hure; the others suflered minor cuts
and bruises. According to their story, the sailors were outnumbered abour
three to one. .

When the attack was reported to the nearest substation, the police
adopted a curious attitude. Instead of awempting to find and arrest
the assailants, fourteen policemen remained at the station after their
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regular duty was over for the night. Then, under the command of a
detective hieutenant, the “Vengeance Squad,” as they called themselves,
st out “to clean up” the gang that had artacked the sailors. But—
miracle of miracles!—when they arrived at the scene of the auack they
could find no one to arrest—not a single Mexican—on their favorite
charge of “suspicion of assault.” In itsel{ this curious inability o find
anyone to arrest—so strikingly at variance with what usually happened
on raids of this sort—raises an inference that a larger strategy was in-
volved. For the raid accomplished nothing except 1o get the names of
the raiding officers in the newspapers and to whip up the anper of the
community against the Mexican population, which may, perhaps, have
been the reason for the raid. . . .

Thus began the so-called “Zoot-Suit Race Riots” which were to last, in
one form or another, for a week in Los Angeles.

1. Tue Taxicar Dricapr

Taking the police raid as an official cue,—a signal for action,—about
two hundred sailors decided to take the Taw into their own hands on
the following night. Coming down into the center of Los Angeles from
the Naval Armory in Chavez Ravine (near the “Chinatown™ ar ),
they hired a fleet of twenty taxicabs. Once assembled, the "task force™
proceeded to cruise straight through the center of town en route 1o the
st side of Los Angeles where the bulk of the Mexicans reside. Soon
the sailors in the lead-car sighted a Mexican boy in a zoot-suit walking
along the street. The “task force” immediately stopped and, in a few
moments, the boy was lying on the pavement, badly beaten and bleeding.
The sailors then piled back into the cabs and the caravan resumed its
way until the next zoot-suiter was sighted, whereupon the same pro-
cedure was repeated. In these attacks, of course, the odds were pretty
uneven: two hundred sailors to one Mexican hoy. Four times this same

treatment was meted out and four 1sters,"—two seventeen yeir-

old yoyngsiers, one nincteen, and one twenty-three,—were Teft lying
on the pavements for the ambulances to pick up.

Tt is indeed curious that in a city like Los Angeles, which Loasts that
it has more police cars equipped with two-way radio than any ether city
in the world (Los Angeles Times, September 2, 1947), the police were
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apparently unable to intercept a caravan of twenty taxicabs, loaded
with two hundred uniformed, yelling, bawdy sailors, as it n_.:_.a,.na_
through the downtown and cast-side sections of the city. At one point
the police did happen to cross the trail of the caravan um& the officers
were apparently somewhat embarrassed over the meeting. For .o::.
nine of the sailors were taken into custody and the rest were permitted
to continue on their merry way. No charges, however, were ever pre-
ferred against the ninc.

Their evening's entertainment over, the sailors returned to the foot of
Chavez Ravine. There they were met by the police and the Shore Patrol.
The Shore Patrol took seventeen of the sailors into custody and sent the
rest up to the ravine to the Naval Armory. The petty officer who had _.&
the expedition, and who was not among those arrested, gave the wo__nn
a frank statement of things to come. “We're out to do what the police
have failed to do,” he said; “we're going to clean up this .&Eu&g:. .
Tonight [by then it was the morning of June fifth] the sailors may rm.«.n
the marines along” (1).

The next day the Los Angcles press pushed the war news from the
front page as it proceeded to play up the pavement war in Los >_.",mn_nm
in screaming headlines. “Wild Night in L.A.—Sailor Zooter Clash was
the headline in the Daily News. “Sailor Task Force Hits L.A. Zooters’
bellowed the Herald-Express. A suburban newspaper gleefully reported
that “zoot-suited roughnecks fled to cover before a task force of twenty
taxicabs.” None of these stories, however, reported the slightest resist-
ance, up to this point, on the part of the Mexicans.

True to their promise, the sailors were joined that night, ?:n. ffth,
by scores of soldicrs and marines. Squads of servicemen, arms linked,
paraded through downtown Los Angeles four abreast, stopping anyone
wearing zoot-suits and ordering these individuals to put away their
“drapes” by the following night or suffer the consequences. Aside from
a few half-hearted admonitions, the police made no effort whatever to
interfere with these heralds of disorder. However, twenty-seven Mexican
boys, gathered on a street corner, were arrested and jailed that evening.
While these boys were being booked “on suspicion” of various offenses,

2 mob of several hundred servicemen roamed the downtown section of a-

great city threatening members of the Mexican minority without hin-
drance or interference from the police, the Shore Patrol, or the Military
Police.
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On this same evening, a squad of sailors invaded a bar on the east side
and carefully examined the clothes of the patrons. Two zoot-suit custom-
ers, drinking beer at a table, were peremptorily ordered to remove
their clothes. One of them was beaten and his clothes were torn from
his back when he refused to comply with the order. The other—they
were both Mexicans—doffed his “drapes” which were promptly ripped
to shreds. Similar occurrences in several parts of the city that evening
were sufficiently alarming to have warranted some precautionary meas-
ures or to have justified an “out-of-bounds” order. All that the police
officials did, however, was to call up some additional reserves and an-
nounce that any Mexicans involved in the rioting would be promptly
arrested. That there had been no counterattacks by the Mexicans up to
this point apparently did not enter into the police officers’ appraisal of
the situation. One thing must be said for the Los Angeles police: it is
above all consistent. When it is wrong, it is consistently wrong; when
it makes a mistake, it will be repeated.

By the night of June sixth the police had worked out a simple formula
for action. Knowing that wherever the sailors went there would be
trouble, the police simply followed the sailors at a conveniently spaced
interval. Six carloads of sailors cruised down Brooklyn Avenue that
evening. At Ramona Boulevard, they stopped and beat up cight teen-
age Mexicans. Failing to find any Mexican zoot-suiters in a bar on In-
diana Street, they were so annoyed that they proceeded to wreck the
establishment. In due course, the police made a leisurely appearance
at the scene of the wreckage but could find 'no one to arrest, Carefully
following the sailors, the police arrested eleven boys who had been
beaten up on Carmelita Street; six more victims were arrcsted a few
blocks further on, seven at Ford Boulevard, six at Gifford Strect—and
so on straight through the Mexican east-side settlements. Behind them
came the police, stopping at the same street corners “to mop up” by
atresting the injured victims of the mob. By morning, some forty-four
Mexican boys, all severely beaten, were under arrest,

2. OpreraTiON “Dix1g”

The stage was now set for the really serious rioting of June seventh
and eighth. Having featured the preliminary rioting as an offensive
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launched by sailors, soldiers, and marines, the press now ﬁrmmﬂn&
public opinion into a frenzy by dire warnings that gﬁ.mnm: zoot-suiters
planned mass retaliations. To insure a riot, the precise street corners
were named at which retaliatory action was expected and the time of
the anticipated action was carefully specified. In effect these stories
announced a riot and invited public participation. “Zooters Planning
to Attack More Servicemnen,” headlined the Darly News; “Would jab
broken bottlenecks in the faces of their victims. . . . Beating sailors’
brains out with hammers also on the program.” Concerned for the
safety of the Army, the Navy, and the Marine Corps, the Herald-
Express warned that “Zooters . . . would mass 500 strong.”

By way of explaining the action of the police throughout the mc_u.m.h-
quent rioting, it should be pointed out that, in June, 1943, the police
were on a bad spot. A man by the name of Beebe, arrested on a drunk
charge, had been kicked to death in the Central Jail by police officers.
Through the excellent work of an alert police commissioner, the case
had finally been broken and, at the time of the riots, a police officer
by the name of Compton Dixon was on trial in the ncczu..srza charges
of police brutality had been bandied about for years, this was the first
time that a seemingly airtight case had been prepared. Shortly after
the riots, a Hollywood police captain told 2 motion picture director that
the police had touched off the riots “in order to give Dixie AUU.S:V a
break.” By staging a fake demonstration of the alleged necessity for
harsh police methods, it was hoped that the jury would acquit Dixon.
As a matter of fact, the jury did disagree and on July 2, 1943, the charges
against Dixon were dismissed. .

On Monday evening, Junc seventh, thousands of Angelenos, in re-
sponse to twelve hours’ advance notice in the press, turned out for a mass
lynching. Marching through the streets of downtown Los Angeles, a
mob of several thousand soldiers, sailors, and civilians, proceeded to beat
up every zoot-suiter they could find. Pushing its way into the important
motion picture theaters, the mob ordered the management to turn on
the house lights and then ranged up and down the aisles dragging
Mexicans out of their seats. Strect cars were halted while Mexicans, and
some Filipinos and Negroes, were jerked out of their scats, pushed into
the streets, and beaten with sadistic frenzy. If the victims wore zoot-
suits, they were stripped of their clothing and left naked or half-naked
on the streets, bleeding and bruised. Proceeding down Main Street from
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First to Twelfth, the mob stopped on the edge of the Negro district.
Learning that the Negroes planned a warm reception for them, the
mobsters turned back and marched through the Mexican east side
spreading panic and terror.

Here is one of numerous eye-witness accounts written by Al Waxman,
editor of The Eastside Journal:

At Twelfth and Central T came upon a scene that will long live in my
memory. Police were swinging clubs and servicemen were fighting with
civilians. Wholesale arrests were being made by the officers.

Four boys came out of 2 pool hall. They were wearing the zoot-suits
that have become the symbol of a fighting flag. Police ordered them into
arrest cars. One refused. He asked: “Why am I being arrested?” The
police officer answered with three swift blows of the night-stick across the
boy’s head and he went down. As he sprawled, he was kicked in the face.
Police had difficulty loading his body into the vehicle because he was one-
legged and wore a wooden limb. Maybe the officer didn’t know he was
attacking a cripple.

At the next corner 2 Mexican mother cried out, *Don’t take my boy, he
did nothing. He's only fifteen years old. Don't take him.” She was struck
across the jaw with a night-stick and almest dropped the two and a half
year ofd baby that was clinging in her arms. . . .

Rushing back to the east side to make sure that things were quiet here,
I came upon 2 band of servicemen making a systematic tour of East First
Street. They had just come out of a cocktail bar where four men were
nursing bruises. Three autos loaded with Los Angeles policemen were on
the scene but the soldiers were not molested. Farther down the street the
men stopped a streetear, forcing the motorman to open the door and pro-
ceeded to inspect the clothing of the male passengers. “We're looking for
zoot-suits to burn,” they shouted. Again the police did not interfere. . . .
Half a block away . . . I pleaded with the men of the local police sub-

station to put a stop to these activities. “It is a matter for the military
police,” they said.

Throughout the night the Mexican communities were in the wildest
possible turmoil. Scores of Mexican mothers were trying to locate their
youngsters and several hundred Mexicans milled around each of the
police substations and the Central Jail trying to get word of missing
members of their familics. Boys came into the police stations saying:
“Charge me with vagrancy or anything, but don't send me out there!”
pointing to the streets where other boys, as young as twelve and thirteen
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years of age, were being beaten and stripped of their clothes. From af-
fidavits which I helped prepare at the time, I should say that not more
than half of the victims were actually wearing zoot-suits. A Negro
defense worker, wearing 2 defense-plant identification badge on his
workclothes, was taken from a street car and one of his eyes was
gouged out with a knife. Huge half-page photographs, showing Mexican
boys stripped of their clothes, cowering on the pavements, often bleed-
ing profusely, surrounded by jeering mobs of men and women, appeared
in allt the Los Angeles newspapers. As Al Waxman most truthfully re-
ported, blood had been “spilled on the streets of the city.”

At midnight on June seventh, the military authorities decided that
the local police were completely unable or unwilling to handle the situa-
tion, despite the fact that a thousand reserve officers had been called
up. The entire downtown area of Los Angeles was then declared “out
of bounds” for military personnel. This order immediately slowed down
the pace of the rioting. The moment the Military Police and Shore Patrol
went into action, the rioting quieted down. On June eighth the city
officials brought their heads up out of the sand, took a look around, and
began issuing statements. The district attorney, Fred N. Howser, an-
nounced that the “situation is getting entirely out of hand,” while
Mayor Fletcher Bowron thought that “sooner or later it will blow
over.” The chief of police, taking a count of the Mexicans in jail, cheer-
fully proclaimed that “the situation has now cleared up.” All agreed,
however, that it was quite “a situation.”

Unfortunately “the situation™ had not cleared up; nor did it blow over.
It began to spread to the suburbs where the rioting continued for two
more days. When it finally stopped, the Eagle Rock Advertiser mourn-
fully editorialized: “It is too bad the servicemen were called off before
they were able to complete the job. . . . Most of the citizens of the city
have been delighted with what has been going on.” County Supervisor
Roger Jessup told the newsmen: “All that is needed to end lawlessness is
more of the same action as is being exercised by the servicemen!” While
the district attorney of Ventura, an outlying county, jumped on the band-
wagon with a statement to the effect that “zoot suits are an open indica-
tion of subversive ¢haracter.” This was also the opinion of the Los An-
geles City Council which adopted a resolution making the wearing of
zoot-suits a misdemneanor! On June eleventh, hundreds of handbills were
distributed to students and posted on bulletin boards in a high school at-
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tended by many Negroes and Mexicans which read: “Big Sale. Second-
Hand Zoot Suits. Slightly Damaged. Apply at Nearest U.S. Naval Sta-
tion. While they last we have your Size.”

3. WHEN THE Um:r Is Sicr . ..

Egging on the mob to attack Mexicans in the most indiscriminate man-
ner, the press developed a fine technique in reporting the riots.
“44 Zooters Jailed in Attacks on Sailors” was the chief headline in
the Darly News of June seventh; “Zoot Suit Chiefs Girding for War on
Navy” was the headline in the same paper on the following day. The
moralistic tone of this reporting is illustrated by a smug headline in the
Los Angeles Times of June seventh: “Zoot Suiters Learn Lesson in Fight
with Servicemen.” The riots, according to the same paper, were having
“a cleansing effect.” An editorial in the Herald-Express said that the riots
“promise to rid the community of . . . those zoot-suited miscreants.”
While Mr. Manchester Boddy, in a signed editorial in the Daily News of
June ninth excitedly announced that “the time for temporizing is past.
. « . The time has come to serve notice that the City of Los Angeles will
no longer be terrorized by a relatively small handful of morons parading
as zoot suit hoodlums. To delay action row means to court disaster later
on.” As though there had been any “temporizing,” in this sense, for the
prior two years!

But once the Navy had declared the downtown section of Los Angeles
‘out of bounds,” once the Mexican ambassador in Washington had ad-
dressed a formal inquiry to Secretary of State Hull, and once official
Washington began to advise the local minions of the press of the utterly

*

disastrous international effects of the riots, in short when the local press

realized the consequences of its own lawless action, a great thunderous
cry for “unity,” and “peace,” and “order” went forth. One after the other,
the editors began to disclaim all responsibility for the riots which, two
days before, had been hailed for their “salutary” and “cleansing” effect.

Thus on June eleventh the Los Angeles Times, in a pious mood, wrote
that, ,

at the outset, zoot-suiters were limited to no specific race; they were
Anglo-Saxon, Latin and Negro. The fact that later on their numbers
scemed to be predominantly Latin was in itself no indictment of that race



252 NORTH FROM MEXICO
at all. No responsible person at any time condemncd Latin-Americans as

such.

Feeling a twinge of conscience, Mr. Boddy wrote that “only a ridicu-
lously small percentage of the local Mexican population is involved in the
so-catled gang demonstrations. Every true Californian has an affection
for his fellow citizens of Mexican ancestry that is as deep rooted as the
Mexican culture that influences our way of living, our architecture, our
music, our language, and even our food.” This belated discovery of the
Spanish-Mexican cultural heritage of California was, needless to say,
rather ironic in view of the fact that the ink was not yet dry on Mr.
Boddy's earlier editorial in which he had castigated the Mexican minor-
ity as “morons.” To appreciate the ironic aspects of “the situation,” the
same newspapers that had been baiting Mexicans for nearly two years
now began to extol them (2).

As might have been expected, this post-mortem mood of penitence and
contrition survived just long enough for some of the international re-
percussions of the riots to quict down. Within a year, the press and the
police were back in the same old groove. On July 16, 1944, the Los An-
geles Times gave front-page prominence to 2 curious story under the
heading: “Youthful Gang Secrets Exposed.” Indicating no source, iden-
tifying no spokesman, the story went on to say that “authorities of the
Superior Court” had unearthed a dreadful “situation™ among juvenile
delinquents. Juveniles were using narcotics, marihuana, and smoking
“recfers.” Compelled to accept drug addiction, “unwilling neophytes”
were dragooned into committing robberies and other crimes. Young girls
were tatooed with various “secret cabalistic symbols™ of gang member-
ship. The high pompadours affected by the cholitas, it was said, were
used to conceal knives and other “weapons.” Two theories were advanced
in the story by way of “explaining” the existence of these dangerous
gangs: first, that “subversive groups” in Los Angeles had organized
them; and, second, that “the gangs are the result of mollycoddling of
raciat groups.” In view of the record, onc is moved to inquire, what
mollveoddling? by the police? by the juvenile authorities? by the courts?
Backing up the news story, an editorial appeared in the Times on July
eighteenth entitled: “It’s Not a Nice Job But It Has To Be Done.” Lash-
ing out at “any maudlin and misguided sympathy for the ‘poor juve-
niles,’ ™ the editorial went on to say that “stern punishment is what is
needed: stern and sure punishment. The police and the Sheriff's men

e
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should be given every encouragement to go alter these young gangsters”
{emphasis mine).

Coincident with the appearance of the foregoing news story and edi-
torial, the Juvenile Court of Los Angeles entered a most remarkable or-
der in its minutes on July 31, 1944. The order outlined a ptan by which
Mexican wards of the Juvenile Court, over sixteen years of age, might be
turned over to the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad for a type
of contract-employment. A form of contract, between the parents of the
youngsters and the railroad, was attached to the order. The contract pro-
vided that the ward was to work “as a track laborer” at 58%4 ¢ per hour;
that $1.03 per day was to be deducted for board, $2.50 per month for dues
in a hospital association, and 10¢ a day for Jaundry. it was also provided

that one-half of the pay was to be turned over to the probation officers to

be held in trust For the ward. That this order was specifically aimed at
Mexican juveniles is clearly shown by the circumstance that the court,
prior to approving the arrangement, had first secured its approval by a
committee of “representative” leaders of the Mexican-American com-
munity.

4. Tue Strancge Case ofF THE SiLk PanTIES

AN of this, one will say,—the Sleepy Lagoon case, the riots, etc.,—be-
longs to the past. But does it? On the morning of July 21, 1946, athirteen-
year-old Mexican boy, Eugene Chavez Montenegro, Jr., was shot and
killed by a deputy sheriff in Montebello Park on the cast side of Los An-
geles. The deputy sheriff later testified that he had been called to the
area by reports of a prowler. On arriving at the scene, he had stationed
himself near a window of the house in question and had played his flash-
light on the window. A littie later, he testified, “a man" lifted the screen
on the window, crawled out, and ran past him. When the “man” failed to
halt on order, he had shot him in the back. At the coroner’s inquest, the
same deputy also testified that he had seen another officer remove a pair
of “silk panties” from the dead boy’s pocket and that the boy was armed
with “a Boy Scout’s knife.”

While incidents of this kind have been commaon occurrences in Los
Angeles far twenty years, in this case the officers had shot the wrong boy.
For it turned out that young Montenegro was an honor student at St
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Alphonsus parochial school; that his parents were a highly respectable
middle-class couple; and that the neighbors, Anglo-Americans as well as
Mexicans, all testified that the boy had an exccllent reputation. Accepting
the officers’ version of the facts, it was still difficult to explain why they
had made no effort to halt the boy, who was five fect three inches tall,
when he ran directly past them within arms’ reach. Before the hearings
were over, the “silk panties” story was exposced as a complete fake. De-
spite a gallant fight waged by Mr. and Mrs. Montenegro to vindicate the
reputation of their son, nothing came of the investigation. “Raging
Mother Attacks Deputy Who Slew Son” was the Dadly News headline
on the story of the investigation.

. . . On January 23, 1947 the attorney general of California ordered the
removal of two police officers for the brutal beating of four Mexican na-
tionals who, with eight hundred of their countrymen, had been brought
to Oxnard to harvest the crops. . . . On March 30, 1946, a private de-
tective killed Tiofilo Pelagio, a Mexican national, in a café argument.
... On the same day affidavits were presented to the authorities that
confessions from four Mexican boys, all minors, had been obtained by
force and violence. . .. Esther Armenta, sixteen years of age, com-
plained to her mother that she was being mistreated by Anglo-American
classmates in a Los Angeles junior high school. “They would spit on
het,” said Mrs. Catalina Armenta, the mother, “and call her a ‘dirty Mex.!
Esther would come home in tears and beg me to get her transferred.” A
few weeks later the girl was in juvenile court charged with the use of
“bad language.” She was then sent to the Ventura School for Girls, a so-
called “correctional” institution. When Mrs. Armenta finally got permis-
sion to visit her daughter, in the presence of a matron, the girl had “black
and blue marks on her arm” and complained that she had been whipped
by one of the matrons. . . . On April 10, 1946, Mrs. Michael Gonzales
complained to the Federation of Spanish-American Voters that her
daughter had been placed in the Ventura School without her knowledge
or consent and that when she had protested this action she bad been
threatened with deportation by an official of the juvenile court. ... On
the basis of a stack of affidavits, the San Fernando Valley Council on
Race Relations charged on May 16, 1947 that the police had broken into
Mexican homes without search warrants; that they had beaten, threat-
ened, and intimidated Mexican juveniles; and that they were in the habit

of making “wholesale roundups and arrests of Mexican-American boys.
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without previous inquiry as to the arrested boys’ connection—if any—
with the crime in question.” . . . In 1946 a prominent official of the
Los Angeles schools told me that she had been horrified to discover that,
in the Belvedere district, Mexican-American girls, stripped of their
clothing, were forced to parade back and forth, in the presence of other
girls in the “gym,” as a disciplinary measure. . . .*

. m..oq a detailed account of still another “incident,” see Justice for Salcide by Guy Endore,
published by the Civil Rights Congress of Los Angeles, July, 1948.
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Exhibit 23

4

. Summer time. Sunday morning. The sun glowed hot and threw a
blinding glare over the neighborhood streets. Gato was walking down
Eastern Avenue, heading toward Wilson High, when he saw Freddy
coming out of the Mexican bakery just next door to Mama Gloria’s

BLUE DAY ON MAIN STREET 51

Pizza Parlor. Freddy was munching on a huge piece of Mexics s sweet
bread shaped like a pretzel. He was by himself, which was kir: <€ a
surprise. For over 2 month now he and Big Hugo had been hanging
around together like a couple of Siamese twins. The reason being that
Freddy had been jumped by a gang from the Eastside while walking his
girl Vera home from a dance. Beat the shit out of him. Vera ran scream-
ing for the law. But by the time they got to him he had necded four-
teen stitches on his head and a cast for his left arm.

Freddy still wore the cast, and as yet his hair hadn’t grown com-
pletely out from where the stitches had been. You could still see the
red, smeared iodine on his scalp. The scar beneath the bald patch
looked nasty. It humped over like a grafted worm on his head. As Gato
approached him, Freddy greeted him with his goofy smile that allowed
one to see the gold caps on his front teeth,

“What’s happening,” Gato said.

“Nothing much,” Freddy said. ““Just standing around.”

By now his cast was signed by just about everyone that knew him,
ang by many more who wouldn’t remember what he looked like if he
were standing on the line up. He had fallen into the habit of asking
everyone he met to put their mark on his plaster, and for this purpose
he carried 2 pencil behind his ear for anyone who might care to register
their name on his arm. The cast served as a novelty for him; and it was
apparent that the cast had inflated his ego to some extent. He displayed
it as if it were a symbol of his savageness, even though he hadn’t been
much of a savage when he earned it. Still, Freddy waved the cast
around like a medal.

Shortly after he got jumped he sort of picked up Hugo to walk
around with him. A bodyguard wasn’t a bad thing to call Hugo—in
Freddy’s situation, anyway. Freddy latched onto Hugo and managed to
keep him at his side by treating him to cokes and things when they
were on the street. Today, though, Hugo wasn’t with him.

“What happened to Hugo?" Gato asked.

Gato suddenly got the feeling that he had put Freddy on a bummer.
His goofy smile vanished and on came this

WHAT-THE-FUCK’S-THE-MATTER-WITH-YOU
type look.

“l don't know,” he said. I ain’t seen him around.”

Gato thought he detected a hint of anger in his voice.

“How’s your arm?”’

“It’s okay.”

“That’s good, man. Hope you get over it soon.”

“Yeah.” He had that sound in his voice that suggested not wanting
to continue the subject. Then he said, “Have you signed it yet?”

A long time ago. When you first had it put on.”






14 Famous All Qver Town

My time had come. Everybody had their eyes on me. I was
the Main Event.

“You're fourteen years today,” my father said. “And old
enough to be my right hand. Now for once den’t mess up. And
be sure you catch all the blood.” He slapped the chicken-
killer knife into my hand. I gripped it tight.

“Con permiso?”’ I asked. ,

“Pass,” they told me in a chorus.

My new boots marched me like an army round the corner
of the house, along the side fence and up the back steps to the
kitchen. My mother with her swollen belly stood leaning on
the stove. Her braids hung tired and heavy down her back and
she didn’t notice when I came in. Since last month she’d been
like half-asleep with her eyes turned inside out to watch the
baby grow inside her.

“Hey, where's the pan at?”’ I asked her.

“What pan?” she wanted to know.

“The one for the blood naturally,” I told her and flashed my
knife. She looked at it and looked at me.

“You?"’ she said.

“Why not?” I told her.

My mother groaned when she bended down to rattle the
pan out from under the sink. What if she should die? fAashed
through my head. What if this giant baby killed her while my
father and his friends sat drinking on the front porch?

“See you don’t cut yourself,” she said and tuned me out.

Our backest yard was where the chickens lived. We had
nopales solid along the fence reaching up their prickly paws
higher than your shoulders. Our tumbledown shed took up
one corner. I stood by the gate, knife in hand and watched the
stupid chickens peck-peck-pecking through the gravel and
complaining about the hard life they had. It was our old red
hen I wanted. She used to be a steady layer but now only gave
eggs when in the mood.

“Hey Junior, you gonna kill the chickie?”

“Make a circus like your daddy, Junior, huh?”

It was those pesty little kids from next door. I ignored them.

Exhibit 24
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My plan was to imitate my father exactly. I opened the gate
and started clowning but those dumb kids never laughed even
one time. So then I got disgusted and went after that old hen
for real, but she turned track star on me. Twice 1 missed her
and fell against the nopale cactuses and tore my shirt.

“Should I call your daddy, Junior?”

Junior this and Junior that. “Shut up,” 1 told those snotnose
kids. Maybe I even threw my knife at them, I don’t remember,
anyway they left there running. Then I really grabbed that
chicken and hit her a good one too, to learn her a lesson. The
rope kept tangling. It took three tries to get her legs tied up.
Next, 1 hung her upside down where my father always did
and put the blood pan under. With my left hand I stretched
her neck out long for the knife, but it felt very funny to me,
like something I had possibly felt before, only with feathers
on it.

1 creeped the knife in till it just barely touched skin. Only
one inch more, a half-inch even. But my muscles froze on me.
My hand started in to shake. Out front the men were waiting.
Out front my father trusted me. He had generously put his
own special knife into my hand. There was no way in all this
world I could possibly go back to the front porch with that
chicken still alive. :

We hung there, me and that old red hen, how long—who
knows? Till suddenly it came to me: What’s so great about my
father's crazy Mexican way of chicken killing? Why not try
something new for a change, something more up-to-daté? In
his closet, in a shoe box, my father had a revolver which he
kept loaded just in case. 1t was another one of those Shamrock
Street bargains and he paid $10 for it. For years my father
always warned me, “Don’t you ever touch that thing,” but
today I was fourteen years old which was a man, so [ went for
it.

Jod was good to me. My mother dide't notice when [
sneaked through the kitchen with the 45 under my T-shirt. It
seemed heavier than I remembered, and wanted to wave
around when I took aim. So 1 steadied the barrel on the trash
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16 Famous All Over Town

can just 6 inches away from that old chicken’s throat. It was
quite important not to miss. I might be criticized.

“SSAAAAHHHHSSS!”

It turned out to be the Shot Heard Round The World.

On Shamrock people can tell pistols from firecrackers any
day, having heard plenty of both from time to time. No doubt
they asked each other, “Did she finally shoot him? Or him
her?” There were several well-known trouble spots. So they
all came running to see the corpse. But of course it was my
father that got to me first.

“Here's your chicken,” I told him and held it up.

Nothing in this world was ever deader than that old red
hen. It was a perfect shot, just one tiny thread of neck left and
the head hanging down. 1 expected my father to be quite
pleased with me. Instead he yelled. He grabbed the pistol.
He slammed the chicken in the dirt. He slapped for my face
but I ducked under.

“Hey,” I told him, “what’s wrong with you?” .

“You wait!” he shouted and slung me into the shed and
banged the door.

“What happened?”’ somebody outside asked. “Who's
dead?”

“Medina’s kid just shot a chicken.”

“With a GUN?” .

Then somebody hollered, “Yaaay, chicken-shooter!” It
sounded like Pelén that used to be my friend. Others took it
up. I heard that ugly word race up and down the block like a
fire engine. But I ask you, “What’s the difference how you kill
a chicken as long as that chicken gets dead?” Possibly I was
the first in history to use a gun. But that’s people for you, try
anything new and different and they're sure to criticize, my
father especially. You had to do every least thing exactly his
way or he blamed you for it.

I laid there in the dirt. The sun was shooting blades of light
between the boards. There was a big new hole where the .45

F»ﬁmm through. My hands were all over dirt and blood. My
‘e were bloody too. Who cared? Let it rot there. From
T

i
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outside I heard my father chasing people from the u\m:w” I
heard Chuchu arguing with him till my father ordered him
out too. It got quite quiet. I heard the noise leather makes
when you slap it on a wall. And then my father pulled the
shed deor open. His well-known belt squirmed in his hands
like a snake.

Let him kill me. I'll never make a sound.

But behind him, through the door 1 saw my mother. She
came waddling down the back steps. 1f she argued with him
it would only make things worse. She didn’t. Instead, she
grabbed her belly and screamed a scream like no scream I
ever heard before. My father dropped his belt and ran to catch
her. I ran too, but it turned out to be a false alarm. The baby
tock two more days in coming. And I could almost swear 1
saw my mothier wink at me while my father carried her inside.






Exhibit 25

On the freeway, the engine hummed in tune as Lorraine,
Carmen, and 1 joined Diana Ross singing, "Baby love, oh, baby
love, ok, how I miss you so." .

"Where we going?" Corky asked.

"l have an idea," Esther said. "Why don’t we go try on
wedding dresses?”

"That sounds dumb," Corky said.

"I'd rather hang out in the sun,” Lorraine said, reaching
for the wine, :

Carmen handed her the bottle. "Just one drink, esa."

Lorraine took a long slug.

"I think I wanna try on wedding dresses anyway," Esther
said.

*Oh, no," Corky hissed.

“It's her brother’s car, so she gets to call the shots,”
Lorraine said. :

"OK, let's do it," I said.

*Alright,” Carmen said.

"You guys are weird,” Corky moaned.

We got off the freeway and cruised through the L.A. traf-
fic, past the business district, into the garment district, and
found a place and parked, then walked the couple of blocks to
"Ida’s Wedding Parties and Accessories."

"OK," Carmen said, "you puys gotta act like you got some
class." _ :

"Look who's talking!" Lorraine snorted.

"Take a picture, it'lt last longer," Carmen said, glaring at
Lorraine. . .

"Ay, cdyate,” Corky shrilled.

"I'm gonna tell you somethin’," Carmen said with her hand
on her hip. "We're gonna have to be cool. We'll say that Esther

here is getting married and we're gonna be her bridesmaids."
Esther smiled wanly.

Carmen led us in, adjusting her winged rhinestone glasses.

‘
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A saleslady, dressed in a discreet black dress and smelling
of Estee Lauder, glided over.

"May [ help you?"

"Yes," Carmen said.
bridesmaids’ dresses."

"Which one of you girls is the bride?"

"She is," Carmen said, pointing to Esther.

"Come over here. I'll show you what we have."

We foilowed her to a rack of fancy looking Qqamwmm.

"Would you like something lacy, futl, with a 5.:3..

"'d like something with a lotta lace," Esther said. .

The saleslady pulled out a stiff lacy dress. In unison we
chanted, "Wow! Och, ahh!”

"Would you like to try it on?"

"I guess so." Esther blushed. .

The saleslady unhooked the dress and led Esther to the
dressing room, calling back over her shoulder, __m.a:m.. can Mo:.
help these young jadies? They're looking for bridesmaids
dresses.” .

Stella, in a discreet beige suit and a waft of Tabu trailing
behind her, guided us to a rack of different colors and
brusquely pulled out several long gowns. Another chorus of
voohs" and ahhs" followed.

"Why don’t you girls pick out one you like?"

“I'li take this one," 1 picked out the coral taffeta with
matching bow and elbow length gloves. Carmen mo_mﬁm@ the
smaltest since she was the skinniest. It was lime green with a
matching pillbox hat and short gloves. Corky grabbed .:.m
bright yellow with matching beanie and long gloves, leaving
the large, hot pink one for Lorraine.

"Hey, man, 1 don’t think I'm gonna be
after all," Lorraine said, sulking. -

"Aw, go on," 1 prodded her.

"Anyways, it ain’t gonna be for five..."

"Shh! Carmen hissed.

"I'll show you girls to the dressing room," Stella said.

As we were departing, Esther glided out, smiling like a
toothpaste ad, decked out in a white, lacy dress with a high
neckline and long tight sleeves. The skirt hung in a bowl

around hi_  Jeet, and a train with layers of stiff material

"we'd like to see some wedding and

in the wedding
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trailed behind her. A veil topped with a crown of little, plastic
white flowers sat on her head.

"Wow! Groovie, Esther!™ We all flocked around her hooped
skirt, except for Lorraine who hung back scowling.

"You look fabulous, girl," Corky said. Lorraine snorted.
Carmen glared at her.

"Since you're not gonna be in the wedding, why don’t you
go wait in the car?" .

Lorraine snapped her gum. "Louie’s a jerk. I hope she
doesn’t marry the creep."

"We better try these on," I said, shoving past Lorraine to
follow the saleslady.

I took the dress and hung it on a hook on the wall. Strip-

ping off my sweater, being careful not to mess my hair, I
peeled down my half-slip and pantyhose, unhooked my bra,
removed my shoes. 1 unzipped the stiff, shiny dress and pulled
it over my head.
R Halfway up my back, the zipper stuck. I felt hot and
sticky perspiration roll down my sides. and under my arms.
Then, presto, unruffled in the hundred-degree heat and smel-
ling as if she had bathed in a quart of perfume, Stella
appeared. With an air of efficiency, she zipped me up and
began assisting me with the bow.

"Thank you,” I said as she led me out to a full length
mirror. I knew immediately that there had been a mistake. My
head looked lopsided and coral was definitely not my color.
Maybe it was the lighting, but I appeared to have a layer of
gray powder on my skin.

Carmen loped out of the dressing room, frowning and look-
ing like a scarecrow with her pililbox hat askew. She pdinted at
me rudely and began giggling. Next Corky marched out with
her chin set like concrete. Carmen and I looked at each other,
then quickly glanced away. I could see Carmen’s back heaving
up and down as the saleslady tried to adjust Corky’s yellow
beanie and pull the gloves neatly up to her elbows. The three
of us stood looking at ourselves in the mirror.

"You look tike a guy in a dress," Corky said to Carmen.

"You look like my fat tia, Dora," Carmen said.

Lorraine stood behind us, biting her fingernails and staring
sultenly, .
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Meanwhile, Esther had tried on another wedding azwmm. We
all stood around looking at each other, giggling and trymg to
be tactful, then flocked over to the display case and asked to
try on -different hats and wveils, mxo:m:m:dm bows m:a gloves,
helping Esther adjust her lacy dress and rhinestone tiara.

After trying on most of the accessories, 1 went back to the
dressing room and changed. _

Wwe filed out of the shop with Carmen waving at the door.
"Thank you. We'll be back soon."

Stella sailed over, offering her card.

"If you come back, ask for me."

"OK " Carmen said, adjusting her glasses.

"You guys are too much,” Lorraine chortled on the way
out.

" et’s hit another store,” 1 said. "This time, I'll be the
bride."

"No way," Lorraine grunted.

"Let's flip a coin,” 1 said.

"OK.," said Esther. "Tails."

"Heads,” 1 said, flipping it. 1 won.

"Come on," I said, leading them down the street to the
Bride Shoppe. .

This time I coaxed Lorraine into trying on a yellow bri-
desmaid's dress. 1 selected a full-length, lacey white dress,
white gloves, and shiny, white, pointy high heels. A saleslady
helped me to dress. With the long train gathered in my arms, I
teetered out of the dressing room, over to the display case, and
picked out a tiara with a full-face veil. As 1 was adjusting my
crown, Lorraine lumbered over with a panicked look.

"Help, Cece." Her zipper was stuck, of course.
forcing it down and the seam began to tear.

"Quick, go back and take it off."

"[ can’t!” she said, glaring at me and tugging at the bodice.

"OK, be quiet.” 1 shielded her as we both slunk back to
the dressing room. "Take a big breath and hold in your stom-
ach,” 1 whispered, trying to force the zipper up and down in a
seesaw motion. My scalp felt sweaty and itchy, and the crown
was beginning to fell like little needles stuck in my head.

The zipper wouldn’t budge, so we forced it down over her
gargantuan hips, ripping out the seams, and she kicked it away.

I tried
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She dressed and 1 handed it to her.

"gneak it back and don’t let anyone see you," I said,
thrusting my head out to see if the coast was clear. "OK, go
on!"

On my way back to my dressing room [ noticed that a
saleslady was going through the rack where Lorraine had
stashed the torn dress.

I motioned to Carmen. "Help me outa this thing!" She
began unbuttoning the forty or fifty tiny buttons that trailed
down my back.

"Hurry up™ I groaned. It felt like bugs were crawling up
my spine. She finally unbuttoned me and we tried pulling it
down over my hips, but the waist was too narrow, So we tried
pulling it up over my head. 1 was bent over, my arms dangling
with the dress pinning them straight up against my temples.

"Shit, get this thing off before 1 tear it off!"

"OK, OK, calm down. Don’t get twittered out. 1t was your
idea, wasn’t it?" Carmen said, tugging at the thing as the
saleslady entered. The three of us pushed and pulled this way
and that until it came off, making my hair stand on end.
Carmen put her hand over her mouth, stifling a giggle as the
grim-faced saleslady stiffly draped the dress over her arm and
left.

"Ga, girl you look fried."

"T know. Let’s cut out." .

The girls were back in their street clothes, standing around
looking bored.

*It's about time,” Lorraine said as we scurried out,

Qutside, the light was a flat gray, and carbon monoxide
fumes permeated the air. We walked back to the car through
the crowds and traffic and ate our lunch, ,

Afterwards, we went to a movie at the Old Broadway, a
theatre built in Hollywood’s heyday. The plush, red carpets
were faded and dirty. Tiny dim lights glittered from the art
deco ceiling.

We bought popcorn, Cokes, and Mister Goodbars, then
walked up a long, narrow corridor, past the lounge and bath-
rooms to a rickety staircase on which the antique, gold paint

was chipped and peeling, then wound our way up into the bal-
cony,
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Exhibit 32

“*BROWN POWER” UNITY SEEN
BEHIND SCHOOL DISORDERS*

DIAL TORGIERSON

“We want to walk out,” a group of students at Lincotn High Schaol
told teacher Sal Castro last September. “Help us.”

The students, like Castro, were Mexican-Americans ~ al a mostly
Mexican-American school deep in the belt of east-of-downtown
districts which together comprise the United States” most populous
Mexican-American community.

“Don’t walk out,” Castro told them. “Organize.”

And - as has now been seen — they did.

What resulted was a week-and-a-half of walkouts, speeches, sporadic
lawbreaking, arrests, demands, picketling, sympathy demonstrations,
sit-ins, police tactical alerts and emergency sessions of the school
board. .

It was, some say, the beginning of a revolution — the Mexican-
Ainerican revolution ol 1968,

In the midst of massive walkouts and police alerts, Dr. Julian Nava,
only Mexican-American on the Los Angeles Board of Education,
turned to Supt. of Schools Jack Crowther.

“Jack,” said Nava, *“This is BC and AD. The schools will not be the
same hereafter.”

“Yes,” said Crowther, “1 know.”

First Mass Militancy

And, in the vast Mexican-American districts of the city and county
of Los Angeles - the “barrios” (neighborhoods) where 800,000 people
with Spanish names make their homes — leaders of a movement 1o
unite what they cail “La Raza™ swear the barrios will never be the
same, either.

Since World War Il the Mexican-American community has had
leaders calling for unity, change, better education, civil rights, eco-

* Lot Angeles Times, March 17, 1968, page 1, Section C.
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namic opportunity and an end to what they called second-class
citizenship. o

But the community never backed them up. Except for a few
instances of picketing, nothing happened. N

Then came the school walkouts, the first act of mass militancy by
Mesican-Americans in Sowthern Calitornia. “Viva la Revolucion,” ___.a
younpsters” sipns read. “Vivae la Raza™ (Raza translates “race” but is
used 1 i sense of “onr people.”™) . .

And. surprisingly to some, stunningly 10 others, the commiunity
hacked them up. )

The men and women of the once-conservative older generation
fmnmed school board and civie meetings, shouting their N_—i::;__.:ﬁ
what their children had done. Patents of students arrested during
demonstiations even staged a sit-inin the Hall of Justice.

" Hie people are with us, now," one young teader says.

Obscivers within the community say o heralds the entry of a
powertol new force on the American scene: a newly united Mexican-
Ametican movement drawing a nationalistic, brown-power fervor from
4.5 nullion people in five Southwestern states,

With undergronnd newspapers, coopetation with Negro groups,
phas for politicat action and economic hoycotts, leaders say they s:.__
show the countiy a new type of Mexiciun-American: one proud of his
lampuage, his cultare, his raza, ready to take his share of US.
osperiy.

Sume experts, less swept along in the spirit of the movement, say
they'll wait a while before they'll believe a few thousand school
childten can lead the typically divided, splintered Mexican-American
mithons inlo hecoming a unified power.

But there’s no doubt at the grassraots levels, where earlier pleas for
unity never reached hefore  in the minds of the younger men and
women on the sticets of the barrios. from Last Los Angeles to Pico
Rivera, from the fringes of Wats north deep into the San Gabriel
Valley.

Listen to the voices there of La Raza
say these voices bring 10 the Anglo world:

the scene is a rainy sidewalk outside East Los Angeles Junior
Caollege. A white panel truck halts and four young men in hrown berets
and mixed, cast-ofl. Army fatigues and boots jump out, craning their
Peinds left and right o see i they are puisued, and then file into the
cianipus for amecting,

<
-

and the message ohservers
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They are members of the Brown Berets, the most militant ol Eas
Los Angeles Mexican-American groups. They have been accused of
inciting high school students to riots, using narcotics, being Commu-
nists. There are several hundred of them here and in the Fresno area,
their leaders say.

Frankly Admiring Students

“The deputics and the cops have really heen harassing us,” said
David Sanchez, a college student who dropped out to be chairman of
the Berets. “Sixly-five Rrown Berets have been arrested in the past
month. There mie warrants out now for five of us because of the school
walkouts,"”

The four sit on a concrete bench and speak in quiet voices to a
newsman, glancing at times down the wet, windswept walkway toward
the street, nodding in reply to greetings (rom frankly admiring
students with the slightly superior air of young men slightly past 20,
slightly revolutionary, and slightly wanted.

“Communism? That's a white thing.” said Carlos Montes,
mustachioed minister of public relations for the Berets. “It’s their trip,
not ours,” said husky Ralph Ramirez, minister of discipline. Added
Montes:

“I's pretty hard to mix Communists and Mexican-Americans. Che
(Che Guevara, the late Cuban revolutionary some Berets seem 1o seek
1o resemble) doesn’t mean a thing to the guy in the street. Ie's got his
own problems.”

Despite their vaguely ominous look, the Berets claim wide commu-
nity support. “A lot of mothers’ clubs help us with contributions,” said
Sanchez. “Men’s clubs, 1o0. They're happy to see there is finally a
militant effort in the community. And they like what we're doing with
the gangs.”

In each barrio there are kids' gangs (The Avenues, the Clovers, the
White Fench, Dog Town, Happy Valley) which have long shot up each
other, and whole neighborhioods, and senseless warfare.

“Gang fights are going out,” said Montes. “We're getting kids from
all the different gangs into the Rrown Berers. It's going 10 be one big
harrio, one hig gang. We iry 1o teach our people not 1o fight with each
other, and. not to fight with our blood brothers to the south.”

Police say the Nerers were among the “outside agitators” who helped
cause the student disturbances, “The Chicano students were the main

e
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action proup.” said Sanchez. (Chicano is a term for Mexican-Ameri-

cins which members of the community use in describing themselves.)
“We were at the walkouts (o protect our younger people. When they

taw ollicers) started hitting with sticks, we went in, did our business,

and pot out.”™ What's “our business?” ..En put ourselves between the

police wnd the kids, and took the beating,” Sancher, said.

Significoamce Foplored

What signilicance lics belvind the militant movement?

“They've given these people a real revolutionary experience,” said
Dr. Ralph Guzman, a professor of political science at Cal State Los
Anpeles, “No Marxist could do better. ‘They're making rehels. When
they see’ police n_:_:::w them, it's the final evidence that society is
against them  that existing within the system won't work.”

“1 don't know what's going to happen. I'm worried. [ think there will
be violence. I'm not predicting it. But from what I've seen - | saw riots
in South America and India when 1 was with the Peace Corps — 1 think
we all have a potential for violence.”

The scene is Cleland Mouse, a community meeting hall in
Fast Los Angeles. Two hundred people. most of them adults, jam the
fall, ._C:__ representatives of 1:_.:. and the sherifl’s and A__ﬁ:._n_
attormey's oflice invited there by a civie group.

+

Student (rives Version

“We were at the alley, just breaking oul, when the cops charged at
us,”” said Robert Sanchez, 17, a student at Roosevell High. “If | could
be allowed 10 express mysell” with dignity, 1I'd do so. But il they're
_:;_._::_. me, or hitting me, and ‘there’s a rock or a brick there, 1'd
throw it.’

"The only reported injury,” said Police Inspecior Jack Collins, head
ol the patrol divisian, calmly, “was a police oflicer hit in the 36 with a
hattle T

“Parents pot beat up, too!™ yelled a man’s voice,

“Nuow iry to pet out ol that onie! ™ shouted Sanchez.

In an ollice, later, Lincoln High teacher Castro explained the
walkouts:
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Teacher Tells Iix Story

“It started with the kids from Lincoln,” said Castro, 34 a social

_studies and government teacher who himself grew up in the East Los

Angeles barrios. “They wanted things changed at the school. They
wanted to hold what they call a ‘blowout’ — a walkout.

“I stopped them. | said, ‘Blow out now and everyone will think it’s
because you want short skirts and long hair. Organize. What do you
need?’

“They said they needed some help in making signs, printing up
demands, things like thal. We got them help from college kids -
mostly from the United Mexican-American Students at the different
colleges. A blowout committee was established at each of the four East
I..A. schools. And there was one committee with kids lrom each school,

Original Plan

“The original plan was to go before the Board of Education and
_propose a set ol changes, without walking out — to hold that back to
et what they wanted. Then, at Wilson I.m: Friday (March 1), the
principal canceled a play they were going to do (“Barefoot in the
Park®) as unfit, and the Wilson kids blew out. It was spontaneous.

“Then Roosevell and Lincoln wanted to blow, too. Garfield,
Later on (March 8) Belmont, which was never in on the original plan,
came in, too.

“These blowouts in the other schools, like Venice and Jefferson,
weren't connected with the Chicano blowouts, but they may have been
in sympathy. Some of the kids (rom schools uplown asked us to send
representatives to tell them how to organize.

“What do you think of that! The Anglo schools asking the Chicano
kids to help them organize. They should've told them ‘Ask your dads
how they organized to oppress us all these years.”

Significance Weighed

And what significance lies behind the sudden surge of student
activism?

“These things weren't thought up by the kids,” said Philip Montez,
western program director for the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights.
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“Lipht years ago the Council on Mexican-American AfMairs was asking
for by culintal education, one of the things the youngsters wanl now.

P all atiempts o move the community weie abortive. Movements
would stast and peter out. We conld never get a commitment, We were
dealing with older people, canservative, with livings to make. kids to
iLise. .

Up "l now the Mexican-American community hasn’t had the
suplustication for organization or movement. But things are diflerent
How.

“Ihe kids are close 10 being anglicized and middle class .- which is
appmently what it takes 1o bring them closer to being able to work a
systemn, Lhat's why they're the leaders.

Fdentity Seeking

“lied in with it is an identity-secking process. These kids say
proudty: ‘Um a Mexican, and 1 want to learn about my culiure.” [t used
w be, when | was a kid, we'd play it pretty cool about that Mexican
thing. Someone would say, ‘Are you a Mexican?” and you'd say, ‘Well,
yknow . . " and change the subject, or make a joke,

“faet the socicty has chanped, 1oo. Always before in the Mexican-
Ametican community there was a faith and belief in the Demaocratic
socicty, that through good graces you'd achieve success. Be conserva-
tive. Iamily-oriented. Know God is on our side.

“Rut they don't helieve it any longer. There's a higher level of -

sophistication. They don’t want to sit around and wait. They see
they've pol to make it work. That you've gol to grease the wheels of
democracy.

“That's what the kids were doing when they walked out — and it
caught the imagination of the adults. Now, for the first time, the
conumumily is hehind them. And the adults are asking: ‘Why did the
kids have to show us why we make mistakes?” "

The scene is Behmont High Schoot, on the other side of the
Civic Center from the East Los Angeles barrios. Only one-third of the
students there have Spanish names, as compared with 90% of some
Fastside sehaols. Yet Belmont, teo, joined the demonstrations.

“l was arrested,” said Frances Spector, 16, an Al2 at Belmont who
was charged with disturhing the peace. She has light brown hair and
hlue cyes, bt feels strongly about the demonstrations - and what
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happened to her. “I was told to go home by a school official, and police
stopped me on the street and put me in the police car. They said they
were Laking me home. Bul we went to the police station.”

(Ten of the 15 persons arrested during the demonstrations were
picked up during the Belmont walkout, in which police say outsiders
played a targe role: of the 10 arrested, 9 were nonstudents.)

View en Demands

How does she (cel about the student demands?

“At Belmont,” said Frances, “you look at the industrial arts classes,
and it’s all Chicuno and black. You look at the college preparatory
classes, and it's ait Anglos and Asians.

“That can't be the way they really fit! They can’t be getting the right
counseling. They're just putting people where they think they belong
because of what color they are.”

Is there any significance to studenis’ complaints that Mexican-
Americans are being pushed into shop courses, and discouraped lrom
taking academic vourses?

“[ was graduated from Roosevelt High in 1945, said Dr. Nava, now
40, who got his Ph.D. from Harvard in history. “1 was told to lake auto
shop. And 1 did. t did as 1 was told. Then [ went into the Navy — and |
wasn’t a Mexican anymare, | was just Julian. It opened my eyes.

Served in Navy

“But, then, in the Navy I was an auto mechanic — so I can’t say that
the advice was all had. A lot of those decisions were based on what the
high school counselors considered ‘a realistic assessment of the chances
of success.' They realized the chances, then, of a Mexican-American
getting through college.

“I'm just wosried lor fear they're still making those ‘realistic
assessments.” 1 just wonder how many other Julians have ended up in
an auto shop, somewhere. And stayed there.

“They had me believing my oldest kid, Hector, wasn't too bright,”
said Charles liricksen, whose wile came rom Mexico and whose
children went to East Los Angeles schools before he became a public
relations man in Sacramento. “All he could get were Cs.
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“Ihe connselor told me €5 were fine, all we conld expect. They said
he ek no leadership potential Be never hiad any homework. Then we
mened 1o Sactamento, and he went inte a school where he's the only
Mexican American. They call Tim “Taco” And he gets alb As and Bs
and as president of his class™

“Ie's wromp when people say, ‘We have a terrible school system,”
wiid D Guzman Al all, i has an excellent reputation in our
country. But it may not be eflective in cetlain corners of saciely, The
policy is established downiown for all the areas and all the schools.

“fRut. in smne areas, such ns the Mexican-American areas, they find
that somehow these mates don'vapply. Their tests don’t work. And they
wonder why, You know why? They don’t understand our people.
__:..«.‘.:. unl ying to”

Seene ot 11CHA

the scene is UCLA, where, late last month, hundreds of
delegates from 25 different Mexican-American proups gathered at a
sympuosinm: sponsored by the Associated Students of UCLA and the
United Mexican American students.

“Intepration is an cmpty hag,” said Rwdolio (Corky) Gonzales, of
Nenver, head of the Crusade for fustice, a Colorado civil rights group
e says numbers 1,800. “10s fike getting up aut of the small end of the
tunnel. One may make it, but the rest ol the people stay al the bottom.

“Our young peaple reject politics. All the new leaders we developed
a year apgo e now working for the poverty program. They were
bonght out. They are not pravoking a revolution, They're putting water
on fire. Young leaders! Don't spend your time trying, to educate a racist
majority. Teach your own people. Tell them o be proud of their
names, their values and their eniture.

Willing to Die?

“Ash thenvif they're wilhing to fight for their rights and dignity. And
ask them: are they willing to die for 1?7

“The viotenee in New Mexico was the moment of awakening for La
Raza,” said another speaker, Reies Tijerina  “E} Tigre.”" the Tiger,
leader of the militant Alianza (Alliance) ol Indio-Spanish penples of
northern New Mexico. (Because their ancestors date 1o Spanish
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conquistador days, before there was a Mexico, Tijerina’s followers
prefer Indio-Spanish to Mexican-American. Olten, in Culorado, New
Mexico and Texas the term “Spanish-American™ is used.)

Tijerina came 1o the symposium while free on appeal bond for his
conviction on charges of aiding and abetting an assault on two federal
officers - forest rangers held by Alianza members when tliey invaded
a national forest in October, 1966, Last June raiders shot up the
courthouse at Tierra Amarilla, N.M. and Tijerina is charped with
numerous counts on which trial is still pending,.

“Sincg Tierra Amarilla,” said Tijerina in Los Angeles “there has
been a closer association. Peoplé reajize the need for closer cooperalion
in different parts of the Southwest. As we get closer to danger, the
brotherhood tightens in closer.

“1 mysell an nol a violent man. 1 don’t believe in outright violence.
But in dealing with our government, we find it urgent and natural to
make our demands in a different way from 30 to 40 years ago.”

Bert Cosona, head of the Mexican-American Political Association,
urged the Mexican-American community to fight for power politically
— but the militancy of the meeting, which primed much of the young
Chicano leadership for the demonstrations of March was best illus-
traled by Luis Valdua:

“We’re in the belly of the shark,” said young Valdez. “In occupied
Califormia.”

He worked (or a time helping efforts of Cesar Chavez, leader of the
United Farm Workers Organizing Committee, in Delano. Chavez
achieved notable success in unionizing Mexican-American farm
workers in the San Jouquin Valley — and then, disturbed by threats of
violence by some Mexican-Americans he said were “secking a short-cut
to victory,” went on a highly publicized 25-day fast to dramatize his
nonviolent approach.

He had been scheduled to speak at the UCLA symposium, but
couldn't because of his fast. That same week Tijerina was making
numerous appearances in the Los Angeles area, flanked by Brown
Beret bodyguards, embracing and praising Black Nationalist leaders,
and stirring young militants with hints at violence and calls for valor
and a willingness 1o die, il need be, for La Causa — the cause.

Valdez, wearing a Che Guevara type costume, attacked the "ha-
gachos™ -- a Mexican-American term for Anglos -- and showed a
militancy more characteristic of Tijerina than Chavez;

S,
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“I's time dor a new Mexican revolution,” he said. “And which
Chivanos e going to lead the next revolution? The anes in the helly
ol the <hark? Nosotros! We're paing 1o lead that revolntion!

Denounces " Lousy’ Sestem

“We've pot 1o stand np and talk straight to the gabachos - say, hell,
no. 1 won't po, to their whole lousy system. | won’t go to your suburban
harrio. 1 won't talk your language. | won'teat your foot!”

Amid cheers, he added: “Support Tijerina! And Viva la Raza!™

Has this tevolution, as some say, already started? Were the New
Mexico raids and the San Joaguin Valley strikes a prelude to the
beginning ol a real grass-roots movement in Los Angeles?

“These things sometimes appear in a flash.” said Dr. Leo Grebler,
an economist who is chairman ol the committee for the Mexican-
American Study now underway at UCLA. “And, then, they disappear
in gt flash,

Hard 1o Tell?

“Since 1t is so new. il's hard to tell. I don't know of any criteria to
predict it it will be a permanent force. In the past, altempts to unite, to
dyaw in other Spanish-speaking people, have been flashes. | maintain
an attitnde of skepticism. 1 have to think in my terms, and my lermns
are skeptical. hased on past performances.

“Rut, then, the Mexican-American population is younger than the
rest of us (0% of the convmnity is under 20}, and youth {eels the
social issues more severely than the older leaders.

“Numerically, the imporiance ol the young will stay with us lor at
least this peneration. The voung are here, and they'll stay with us.
What theyll do with their power we'll have to wait and sce. I'd like 10
take a Yook, say about 1970 or 71, and see what changes ocenrred.

“Rut we can’t predict it Al we can do is wait, and see, and then
record i1

At the end of the week the Brown Power movement had achieved
one ohjective the school hoard had agreed 10 mect in East Los
Angeles. Will it all end there? In the bartios they say no. Next, they
predict, will come economic boycotts, pelineal drives, perhaps more
demumsranons,

The tustory Dr. Grebler plans 1o write is alicady under way, they
say. Because history, say Souwthern California’s young Chicanos, is
something which is happening now.



gave up a directorship in the Community Service Organization in
Los Angeles to lead the Delano grape strike.

The semiprofessional man, the _:.o:wmmmc:m_ man, the husiness-
mnan attracted to the CSO paid little more than lip service to the
needs of the farm worker. Not until he began to organize the
National Farm Workers' Union did Chivez find the action he
desired. . . .

There is another group that is not concerned with politics or
social reform. A large group of citizens of Mexican descent in the
medium-income level are apathetic simply because they do not
now know discrimination. They have heen able to assimilate, vet
retain a part of the culture of their fathers. They may live in the
middle-class areas of Oakland, San Francisco, Los Angeles, San
Diego—or in a subdivision in the Santa Clara Valley, or near
Norwalk. Many are ex-Gls, or children of ex-Gls. Like their
lower-middle-class Anglo neighbors, they may mnot even he
interested in voting, although in traditional American spirit they
will be vaguely disturbed about taxation and the size of govern-
ment. They are usually buying their homes and share with most of
their Anglo friends the fear that the Negro may come into their
neighborhood and depreciate values. . . .

But they know they are Mexican. And, with a smugness thal
would never permit them to deny it, call themselves Mexican.
Twice a year, on the fifth of May and sixteenth of September, they
attend Mexican national patriotic events with a Mexican pride
that is formidable, dressing their children (usually two or three.
because they have also adopted the middle-class Anglo fear of
overpopulation) in the traditional costume of the charro or china
poblana. . . .

Another group within the framework of Mexican society in
California is the professional man: the doctor, lawyer, engincer.
the businessman and the educator. And from this group with it
academic or economic advantages come the majority of the
political activists. . . .

‘The idea that social and economic reform for the Mexican in
California could best be achieved by his participation in focal and
state government and by the consolidation of a voting bl
stemmed from the disillusion of the veteran of Mexican descent

after World War IL. Rightfully proud of the distinguished record
those of his ethnic group had compiled in conflict around the
world, the Mexican American ex-GI had hopes that many of the
old rancors at home had dissipated. He was disillusioned when he
attempted to get a Gl deal on a home and found that his
background barred him from living in specific areas. He was
disillusioned again when he tried to find employment, and the
final hurt was inflicted when he tried to collect the five years of
college the federal government and the state of California
guaranteed to him under Public Law 346 and he found that the
third-rate schools in his barrio had not prepared him for college.
He had no direction. . . .

There is the angry, militant young intellectual, usually a lawyer
or educator, driven not only by a zeal to deliver his people but
also by personal ambition. Typical is Robert E. Gonzales, a San
Francisco attorney, who, while still young, has already made a
good run for County Supervisor. . . . :

There is also the older, embittered veteran who has fought the
hard fight (many times alone), whose ambition has been thwarted
by the passage of time, and who sees the newcomers receiving
state appointments and otherwise reaping the fruits of his labor.
Or he may be an old lawyer with years of service to his
community who has also struggled long and has been more than
once passed over for a younger man when a judicial vacancy came
wp. Either of them may feel that it’s time for a change.

There is also the other ancient, who has given his time and
himself to the causc but has no ambition for either wealth or
position. He just wants his world made better. And yet he is not
without the qualities of leadership, or the cunning and the wisdom
of age. Such a one is Eduardo Quevedo, immediate past state
president of MAPA, a manito from New Mexico with an authentic
Mexican accent, an actor. Although not particularly literate, and
not especially articulate in either English or Spanish, be is
swlf.nade, self-assured, competent, and astnte. He is idolized by
many of the younger men, who approach him solicitously because
ke is aging and ailing and they have been trained to respect age.
Although he plays the part of a democratic Ieader, he is often
abitrary and bulldozing. A Franklin Roosevelt Democrat, he is



i

—Mﬁ_.__:.w.—ﬂ,/..h. :

Villarreal is author of Pocho, an important novel about La Raza sef in
Santa Clara, Califomia, in the 1930's.

No minority group in California today suffers the same type or
degree of social neglect known to the Mexican American of this
state. The discrimination directed against him is not so overt as
the discrimination the Negro finds, but the depth of the exploita-
tion practiced against him is far greater. The facts are: that 36
percent of the Mexican adult population in California is employed
in unskilled occupations, that they are two years behind the Negro
in scholastic achievement, and that they are four years behind the
non-inority citizens of the state,

Most appalling, the situation is not improving; it is worsening, A
recent study at UCLA showed, for example, that the Californian
of Mexican descent lives today on a smaller per capita incone
than any other group in the population, including Negroes.
Although median family income among Mexican Americans is
higher than non-whites, the study showed, the larger average
Mexican American family cnts into this advantage measurably,
Thus, the average child of such a family is reared on $1,380 a year,
compared with $1,437 for non-whites and $z,108 for the total
population. . . .

The history of inequities suffered by California’s citizens of
Mexican descent is long and is still being written. The great mass
of Mexicans in California. arrived, or were born to those who
arrived, during the years from 1910 through 1g30. Much of
today’s prejudice still stems from that period, when the United
States was caught up in a wave of fear over the immigrants from
southern and eastern Europe that flooded into the East Coast, or
the Orientals who were arriving in the West in increasing
numbers. Public sentiment pushed through legislation to prohibit
Japanese from becoming naturalized citizens. Behind the slogan of
“America for Americans,” Congress enacted the Johnson Immi-
gration Act, which President Coolidge signed in 1924.

Despite this widespread attitude, the Mexican’s position within
the framework of the California society is a study in paradoxes,

Although the Mexican in a legal sense is a Caucasian (many
Mexicans here and in Mexico come of Buropean stock), it is
common practice to use the term “Mexican” to denote race. Even
sociologists and educators, as well as sophisticated Anglos who are
simpatico to the cause and should know better, have been known
to make the distinction between “Mexican” and “white.” Still,
this does not impede the Mexican, if he can pay the price, from
enjoying every right his white neighbor enjoys, even though be is
continually reminded of the plight faced by most people of his
elhnic background. He knows that the Mexican is discriminated
against more for his educational and economic shortcomings than
for his ancestry. . . .

Yet there remain areas in California where ostracism, discrimi-
nation, and prejudice are as prevalent as ever. Even the Church—
both Catholic and Protestant—sometimes helps to perpetuate the
caste system, usually in agricultural areas. Here in farm towns of
from one to five thousand people, communication between whites
and Mexicans is virtually nonexistent. Iere can be found the same
social conditions that so many Mexicans knew forty-five years ago:
stereotyped attitudes toward the Mexican as an inferior being who
is incapable of learning and is going to be a stoop laborer anyway,
sepregated seating in school and church, and special treatment for
the white Anglo-Saxon Protestant (WASP) students. The teacher
rejects the Mexican student, subtly or overtly, carrying him only
as long as the law demands it. By the time he reaches the cighth
grade, the Mexican child is legally allowed to drop out and join his
father in the fields. Unbelievable, but it happens today in the
great, progressive state of California. (In the Salinas area last year,
Mexican political activists uncovered the fact that school authori-
ties planned to hold segregated classes for the children of migrant
laborers in house trailers rather than bus them 1o WASP schools
nearhy.) .

Tronically, this portion of the Mexican community, although
subjected to the worst prejudice and the most overt discrimina-
tion, is most neglected by the reformers from their own ethnic
group, simply because they are not an important political force.
This is essentially why César Chavez, disenchanted by the
enphasis placed on the needs of the urban Mexican coommunity,
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the force that helps keep MAPA, although expressly a bipartisan
organization, also expressly committed 10 the Democratic party.

There are also crooks, those who are out only for what they can
get, quickly but not necessarily honestly. They are not a force in
the Mexican American community, any more than they are a force
in the Anglo community. They are an irritant to both, but that is
all.

Finally, there is the tool, the Tio Tomds (Uncle Tom), who, for
an appointment to a minor office or responsibility, will betray his
people, while professing that he is doing good for them. There is
for the politician, after all, a value to having a Spanish surname
listed on his staff. And for the Mexican stafl member, it is justified
as being proof that Mexicans can improve themselves. But to him,
this is the limit of the improvement. For he has belicved the
propaganda that he is an inferior being, that the Mexican has
neither the capacity to learn nor the native ability to compete
with the Anglo on intcllectual or creative tenns. A leading official
of the city of Los Angeles has such a man on his staff. He is not
there to serve as a link between the official and the Mexican
community, to provide meaningful expression to the official of this
community’s needs, but rather to keep alive the idea of a
democratic city government which would place even one of
Mexican descent in such a position of trust, The man’s greatest
sense of pride is the fact that no Mexican hecame a turncoat in
Korea and that none has given his community a bad name by
becoming a prominent Communist. .
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Retrato de un Bato Loco
Marcus Duran

You know, ese, like I gotta have that geeze today. Like
Tve gotta kick cold turkey at that place called El Proyecto
.Det Barrio, I'm hurtin’, ese. I'll pay you some other time,”
: The Horse stood blinking under the morning sun. He
"was decked out in ragtag khaki pants that had seen better
‘days. He stood there knowing he bhad to feed a tine of
" bullshit to the Dude for the half gram of stuff, otherwise
i be'd have to go out of the Barrio and hustle some loot, and
ithat was a drag especially because of the way he wasg
“feeling at that precise moment. He was really hurting for
- mquick fix of junk, ’ ﬁ

 “Orale, ese,” he kept on, “come on, man, just this one
- fime. My P. O. tells me either I go over the Proyecto, ese,
and straighten, or like it's back to the joint, And 1 mean
_the big house on 'Frisco Bay. An’ that ain’t what I'm gonna
do, ese, 30 beforeé I split I need one last fix on credit. So
boew ‘bout it, Carnal? Just one. I'll get the bread. I'll pay.”

The Dude was one cool Chicano. He was cold, cold
when it came to money. He had carga all right—he had it
Inside his mouth. He was loaded, and as he looked at the
Horse his eyes were glazed and dilated. The Dude didn't
answer right away. Sitting there in front of his clapboard
shack, nodding, he was barely aware of the Horse's voice.
He was thinking instead about the boss brown junk he'd
brewed just that morning. It had dropped him against his
bed when he’d jolted it into his scarred vein. He smiled.
Good junk.

The stuff had come into his possession late last night. It
was the kind of Chicano stuff that came in once in a great
while, the kind you paid four C-notes for just a piece, The
cut with sugar milk-went four to one ounce, and it was
really the best kind of junk. One ounce procaine made it
five ounces. Twelve C-notes of Chicano junk, That was big
time money. The Dude was happy. Business was going to
pick up all right this week. .
e ’ [49]
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He looked up at Horse and squinted, Yeah. He could .
afford to go along with the play and help the Horse out. 4
half gram. Anyhow, even though the Horse was splitiing
he'd pay sometime. Sometimes a little credit was good for
business anyway. Beside, he sorta liked the Bafo,

“Hse, Caballo,” the Dude said as he swatted away a fly
buzzing around his head, “tell you what. I'm gonna give
you a good taste, man. Like I dig the scene you've golta

~make.” He dropped a small piece into the Horse's trembling
hand. “It's solid carga, man, so don't do it all up at once.
Now, get outta here, man, you're putting heat on my pad.
See you later when everything gets cool with you.”

The Horse mumbled something, dropped the caiga into
his mouth, and ran tumblingly along the path leading to the
Barrio street. As he turned the corner of a building he ran
headlong into one of the Bato Locos from the Barrio. It
was Benny. : o

“QOrale, ese,” Benny said, stopping him.

The Horse eyed the Bato and he knew Benny was out to
hustle some cotton. His eyes were watety and Horse could
tell he was one sick Bato. .

“You gonna score from the Dude, ese?” Horse said a
he started to pass Benny by, but Benny held onto his arm.

“Yeah,” Benny said, hanging on. “You get some, esel”
Benny was out to hustle, if he could.

“Yeah,” Horse said, releasing Benny's hold gently. I got
some from the Dude, ese. But not enough. I mean, I told
him I had to split the scene or they’re gonna send me to Q.
He gave me some, ese, on credit, but not enough.”

“The Batos say you gotta dry out, ese. You supposed to
be goin’ over to the Proyecto.” Benny’s brown eyes and
clear brown skin reminded Horse of the leaves on the Oak
tree in the Dude's yard. .

“Naw, ese,” Horse answered, irritated. “I ain’t going on
over to that Proyecto. I ain't gonna kick cold turkey for no
motherfucker, My P. O. and all them, {ame putos can go
fuck themselves. They ain’t gonna get on me. I'm beading
home, ese and do me in this carga I got; then I'm splitting.”

Benny stared at him. “Yeah, ese, fuck it. Well, man; I've
got to make the scene. Later, ese, Caballo.”

“Iater, Benny." .

The Horse made it trotting to his pad and tiptoed inside
the shabby living room. His grandmother wasn’t around
and he breathed a sigh of relief. She was always bugging
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him about fixing around the house. He quietly opened the
door to the bathroom and went inside. His outfit was hidden
behind the washbowl. He pulled out the bundle and un-
tolled the dirty piece of rag. His hand was shaking and the
bent spoon fell into the toilet bowl. Sweat was breaking
out on his brow, and he could feel the first symptoms of
withdrawal. He scooped out the spoon and made the
preparations. He knew he was strung out, but it wasn't too
bad yet. Anyway, there was no way out. He had to take
that last geeze before he split from the Barrio and hid
out. He knew he could get some chiva wherever he went.
Everybody was hooked. The shit. was everywhere, so he

wasn't worrying about scoring. He sure as hell wasa't

going to no Proyecto and let them cold turkey him,
fuck itl

He broke the red balloon and spitled out the brown carga
into the match-burn blackened spoon. Then he ripped off.
five matches from the paperbook that lay on the toilet seat.
The needle and eyedropper were ready. He cooked the
junk and felt his guts turning inside ont, and he was already

» choking with the puke that came up to his throat. He put
all of the carga into one pood jolt.

The Horse pressed the nipple of the eyedropper and
carefully withdrew the jet-black carga from the spoon.
The rag was tight around his upper right arm where the
muscle bulged with the pressure. The needle penetrated his
flesh into the mainline vein and blood sucked back into
the eyedropper. Bverything was going right, for sure, that
way for sure. : .

‘Then the Horse felt what he'd never felt before. 1t was a
blinding flash, and he felt his knees buckling under him.
He didn’t know, couldn’t know, what was happening, but
be knew things were sweet, nauseatingly sweet, and his
body flew in space, and all that was a part of him was sud-
denly a part of the darkness that came after the flash, a
darkness that disappeared a moment, making him briefly
aware of his grandmother's piercing, haunting scream, the
darkness wavered, and he gave himself up to the compleie-
pess of it.



Catolicos por La Raza

We wish to share with you the feelings which gave rise to
Catolicos por La Raza. As Mexican-Americans and as Cath-
olics you have a right to know.

Members of Catolicos por La Raza (cpLr) are Catholics.
We have gone to Catholic schools and understand the Cath-
olic tradition. Because of our Catholic training we know
that Christ, the founder of Catholicism was a genuinely
poor man. We know that he was born in a manger because
His compatriots refused Him better housing. We know that
He not only washed and kissed the feet of the poor (Mary
Magdalen) but did all in His power to feed and educate the
poor. We also know that one day He rode through Jerusa-
lem on a jackass and was laughed at, spat upon, and ridi-
culed. We remember, from our Catholic education, that
Christ, our hero, did not have to identify with the poor but
chose to do so. We also were taught that one day Christ
went to the established church, a church which identified
with the rich people, with people who were never ridiculed
or laughed at or spat upon, and He took a whip and used it
upon the money-changers of His day who, in the name of re-
ligion, would dare to gather money from the poor. And,
finally, we know, as all Christians know, His love for the
poor was so great that He chose to die for poor people.

We know these things because our Catholic education
has taught us that these were the things Christ did, Christ
who founded the Catholic Church. And we know further
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that if you or I claim to be Christian we have the duty to not
only love the poor but to be as Christlike as possible.

It is these feelings within us, as members of Catolicos por
La Raza, which led us to look at our Catholic Church as it
presently exists: a Church which, for example in Los An-
geles, would dare to build a $3,500,000 church on Wilshire
Boulevard when you and we know that because of our pov-
erty our average education is 8.6 years and many, too many
of our people, live in projects. How many churches, let
alone million-dollar churches, did Christ build? We looked
further and found that, although as a matter of faith all of us
are members of the Catholic Church, nonetheless no Chica-
nos are able to participate in decisions within the Church,
which are not of purely religious nature. Would you have
voted for a million-dollar Church?

So many other considerations led to the creation of Cato-
licos por La Raza. We do not have the time or the money to

“print them all. But we do ask you to remember, as Mexican-

Americans, as Catolicos, as Chicanos, that as members of
the Catholic Church, it is our fault if the Catholic Church in
the Southwest is no longer a Church of blood, a Church of
struggle, a Church of sacrifice. Tt is our fault because we
have not raised our voices as Catholics and as poor people
for the love of Christ. We can't love our people without de-
manding better housing, education, liealth, and so many
other needs we share in common. ‘

In a word, we are demanding that the Catholic Church
practice what it preaches. Remember Padre Hidalgo. And
remember that the history of our people is the history of the
Catholic Church in the Americas. We must return the
Church to the poor. OR pID CHRIST DIE IN VAIN?
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Los pobres de America—milas de
ellos—van a demostrar en Washington
y en sus cemunidodes en todn fa no-
cion duroate Mayo y Junio, o hasta
que el gobierno responda.

LA CAMPANA

DE LOS
POBRES

Washington es el centro del gobierno, y ef gobierna federal tiene el pader y los recur-
eos pera acabor con lo pobreza y la injusticin, Pero el gobierne no lo ha hecho. Enton-
ces, La Compano de los Pobres va o demandar reformas en el gobie rmo.

Nosotros presenloremos demandas definitives en empleos, solarios y una vida decente
para todos los pobres, paro que podomos controlar nuestro destino.

Familios enteras estaron en Washington. Transporte, Comisdo y alojomiento no costarn,
Doctores y dentistas cuidoron de nuestra solud, ¥ abogodos nes daron consejo legal. Ha-
bro escuelo paro jovenes y ninos, v recreacion poro todos.

The poor peaple of America--thou-
sands of them--will demonstrate in
Washington and in local communities
all over the nation during May and
June, or until the government re-
sponds. g

POOR PEOPLE
CAMPAIGN -

Washington is the center of government, and the federal government has the power and
the resonrces to end poverty and discrimination But the aovernment has failed to do this
Therefore the Poor People’s Campaign will demand qovermment reforms.

We will present te the government a list of definite demands invelving jobs, inc ome,
and a decent life for all poor people so that they will control their own destiny.

Whole families will be in Washington, Transportation, food, and lodging will be provi-
ded free of cost. Fifty doctors and fifty dentists will take care of their health; fifty law-
yvers will supcrvise the Teqality of all the demonstrations. Therewill be schooling and
training for vouth of all ages, and recreation for everybody.
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el Poder
de los Pobres

Yos de 35 millones de personds sen
"pobres’’ en este pais. La gente pobre
no tiene buenos frabojos o solarios, e-
dycacion gdecuada o escunles decentes,
cosas o tretamiente medico opropiodo,
yobetnantes o policias decentes. A lo
gente pobre ni se le respeto come huma-
nes, Mos de 7 millones reciben benefi-
cenciopublica, fos mas sen nines, unci-
onos, enfermos, y madres que no pueden
trabajor. El gobierno melgaste mas di-
nero en poder militor que en el bienestar
publica, mas dinerc en un mee en Viet.
nam que en un ono de |a llomods ‘'Guerra
Contro le Pobreze.™

Lu gente pobre permunece pobre por-
que no tienen el poder. Tenemos que cre-

or “‘El Poder del.Pobres.”

Poor People’'s Power

Wore than 35 mitlion people in Ameri-
ca today are “‘poor.™ Poor people do not
det decent jobs, decent incomes, decent
housing, decent schools, decent health
care, decent government, decent police.
Poor people do not even get respect as
human beingds. Morc than 7 million people
in America today are on wellare, mostly
children, old people, the sick, and mo-
thers nnable te work, America spends 10
tumes as much money on military power
as it does on welfare. America spends

more moncy in one month to kil in Vieg-
Mam than it spends in a year for the so-
- called ""War on Poverty. ™
Poor people are kept in poverty be-
cause they are kept {rom power. We must
create "Poor People’s Power."

FOR IHFORMATION:
coll LA RAZA 225.598)

FOR REGISTRATION:
cal | Plaza Community Center 268-1107
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Exhibit 39

Right before he left, the three of us, Marcos, Gerry w:a |
decided to go to the show at the Golden  Gate on Whittier
Boulevard. It was a gross, smoggy day. Hot and muggy and
claustrophobic. There was a tension hanging in the air, a
tangible feeling of agitation and anxiety. I attributed it to the
fact that Marcos was leaving soon. As we walked toward the
theater 1 saw huge clouds of black smoke rising above the
buildings. 1 was thinking that there must be a fire somewhere.
Then 1 heard the sounds of screaming sirens, We turned the
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corner and saw squad cars darting by one after another, four
cops in each car, armed with high powered rifles, tact helmets
pulled down over their faces. I felt the adrenaline rush of fear
shoot through me. You could see their black and white cars
and eerie, flashing lights blinking all up and down the street.
They were moving fast. There must have been over a hundred
of them, turning both ways up the street, blocking off exits,
stopping traffic.

Instinctively, we rushed forward, pulled by an overwhelm-
ing surge of energy. My blood was pumping like crazy. 1 felt
as if we were being swept into some awful swirling vortex. As
wg approached the Boulevard it looked like the end of the
world. The whole place seemed to have burst into flames. And
the entire L.A., tact squad and police force had descended like
an invading army in some kind of science fiction nightmare.
There was a terrible clamor of screaming, shouting and shatter-
mg glass, people running down the street, gunshots going off.
Fire trucks lined up on the road and firemen were spraying
worrents of water from their gigantic hoses onto the smoldering,
burning buildings as looters scrambled by. There were pockets
of angry people everywhere. I saw a woman in high heels try-
mg to stop a cop from dragging off some guy. She was
knocked down and shoved into a squad car. Groups of shout-
ing, jeering people stood in clusters, yelling at the police who
were randomly arresting passersby who ignored or defied their
orders to disperse. One man ran down the streef, tossing a
molotov cocktail into a store front whose window had been
thattered. It burst into black and orange flames,

We were being jostled and shoved through the crowd
toward the sidelines where cops patrolled, ordering, "Move on!
Don't loiter! Shocked and stupified, we stood watching the
horror., Someone ran by saying that Ruben Salazar had been
shot down in a bar on the corner. A woman started to cry. We
shifted down the street to see if we could get a glimpse of
iomething, but all we saw was the insane melee of firemen and
cops swarming the place. A woman who had fallen and hurt
her knee bumped into us, asking if anyone could get her out
of there, She had her two kids with her, and her car, she said,
was blocked off on the street nearby, in flames. We pushed
through the throng of people and headed to where Marcos had
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parked, a couple of blocks away. The woman was crying. Her
kids were wide-eyed and silent as we drove them home.

On the news that night we heard that earlier in the day a
man had been arrested for a minor offense. Instead of ticket-
ing him, the police tried to take him to jail. His wife had
vehemently protested, struggling to wedge herself between her
husband and the cops, yelling to passersby about what was
going on. The cops handcuffed her and threw her into the
squad car in front of their three children. A couple of men
took notice and angrily approached them, disputing the arrest.
They were ordered to leave and threatened with "disturbing the
peace." A few more people quickly gathered around and within
moments a hostile, enraged crowd had congregated and sur-
rounded the squad car, demanding the couple’s release, rocking
it back and forth, threatening to damage it. The cops pulled
out their guns. Someone started a fire in the squad car, and
before anyone knew what was happening the whole thing had,
erupted out of control.

Afterwards, people got together to march and protest.
Maria and some of her friends were attending a candlelight
vigil at City Hall in memory of Ruben Salazar who had died
from a gunshot wound the day of the riot, and to protest
police brutality. My mother and I joined them., We marched
around City Hall in a solemm procession, then over to the civic
center carrying placards and lighted votive candles in paper
cups, singing and chanting "No venceremos, no vernceremos!
Justice now! Justice now!" Before it ended there was a long
silence dedicated to the life and memory of Ruben Salazar.
Maria told me that he was a committed Chicano activist who
"had stood up and fought for his rights and those of his com-
munity. Now he was dead. 1 found it more than odd that one
of the most outspoken and radical people in the Chicano com-
munity had died accidently from stray gunshots.

Two days after the march at City Hall Marcos left for
‘boot camp.
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Exhibit 43

SIDE ONE

Yaue drans - Me pmean

1 lave tha way yau stend
Bharp nally

Moldiog your clgarans
Yeu Juksban maniec

Chyrup

1'm sthin’, schin’ to bresk
Yaus hert [1a}

I'm sehin’_ I'm schin®

1 lavs yaur palie dol dreve
Reminds me of your scrasm
Follta” msggarlag |14l

I'm sthin’, schin’ 1o brask
Your heert [Tu]

Chorus

THE BRAT - "THE WOLF"'
Wards: Therese Covarrubias
Music: Rudy Meding

SIDE TWO

“¥0UREALLY DO WANT MY
LOVE"

Tear down all your doubis
Tovely Iady

And open ap tha daor te

yoar hearl

Lel me tom on, cus dadling, kel
me bem the hey

Juni fe1 [t be me and you rdght
from the starl

Chormn

‘Canse yon, you really do want
my love

You, you, you, you really do (21}

My love had boco walllng
patlently for someone

Jaut ke yoo 10 come alony

w0 | kmow datlin® | know whaicha!

roagh

t your heast, | aweas H

wan’t et you down

[Chorua)
(Brdgeh

Now 1 don'l hnow (E you'll ever
feel the snme way T do
Hul gl If yoo don’i try,
you'll only gacve
I'm wakin® a chance hoping youn
don'| break ml heart
Rul If 1 goi to take that chance
1 wanne ishe )| with yao

{Charud)

{Repeat 1st Verse) {Lay Down)
(Chorus)

(A Cappella)

{Chorus}

THEE ROYAL GENTS - “'YOU
REALI'Y DO WANT MY LOWVE™

Wards & Music- Charles R, Cola
Charora Music/Bug 1AM

“THE wWOLE"

A star spangled Woll comes,

aaye thal

This land was made (or oll
So hard to grasp {he logle
Foaming from la Rabfd Call

You say this democracy betleves

In aur equaflly
Yoo (el

The Woll and ihe Lamb

And we ura lhe Tamb

The countey rans dght throagh os
And il doean'l even blink an cyo yvae

—..om >znm—.—zom The East Slde Renalssance

BOYE AND QifLS"
A ————

Chorus:
All he boyw— Al th
All thy boys—AH the glrle

Living off the poor man’s lsbotr And yautsokmaover termest ysurpsiants

Sucking wll sur aplis dry -
We sny this Democracy

haking. | manted ta be atonsl

d fooiball mavanticthemayia b
And we nudlad

¥ dlda’'t sae you anymord.¥ ya, ¥ o

s [aced whibs Mypoerday.
It'a troet 9., o

. Pepam Chorum....... o
Tho Welf and the Lamb Vawe:

And wo wre {he Lamb

Your claw ol Justics

Knows no boundary lines
Tell me 0' Woll of alanghier

I wad jure 8ns more— | didn'y 884 you

How muny peasanis dled? Yoy
Wiih this sae Democyacy®s Chetun.. .
Atroclans forclgn polley FELIN AND THE KAFZ ~BOVS
Yesh ARG GIALE
The Woll and (he Lamh Words & Mutic Felin M
And we are ihe Lamb. Kets Maue
*MUSIC OF THE PEOPLE™

've got this e burning Invide me
“Cousd of 8 leve | lont In th sliey
She sppesred, (han dissppesred *

Into a cloud of grabii)

She stecieitind me

Rsdicactiva hale Huck in thi shy
A glarlic bag — & qun Inalde
Grasn cowbay boots and blsck tralght

logt
She alertrified ma
She sinculiled me

Shy dencet end page'd sll night kng

She bobbad her hei
Sha shach her shoul
Sha even denced on

Bha atscirllad me
She atectrifisd me

Piace Mz Hug 1844

e ryep—

This mask thal we play fa the |
Sound of everyone

Tha Iden was borm tmm the hear
of the Chicano

Wiih the ___M-!." _ﬂ u.ﬂ_c ~..——.. "
people with this hot thythm,
wiih thiy ardeni rhythm

Wo alsa wonld like to expren the
volce of the u«nw_-.

11 ahall be heard, wiilizing the
muale o 3-..-....-.—3._9 the

altustlon of oor people.

oy \in %ol Thia munk: that we play fv the
wonnd of everyone

Llsten! The Muskc, The Masle,
The Music, the Moale

There are musiciany wha play to.
heal themaelves
from a gricving heart, H's 0
bad seene, with e muske,
you wiit slways feel
tranquilin

The Musle te «.n-_ yourself, the
munic of sadneas, tha Muske
of u grteving heari, the
Muaslc to henl

We are {ho gronp *Callfas® and
we expread [o you

fa a wpecis! manner, something
deep.

Deep Inulde we recelvelnupfratlon
Irom everyone

Something so profoundt

The Muslc, The Masle,
The Mualc, The Maske

The Muskc—-from everyone, The
Muilc Oh sa beautiful
and Jovin;
The Maslc—of Lutin America,
The Manfc of the land sa fine
The Manlc—Llsten Chicano
ple, educate yoorchlidren
The Mualc—Come on alater &
brother, glve 1 showl! Ayl

The shythma und messages are
(he strength of Ihe people

Let loone w1th your shouts,
Come on let's GO!

*HIGH SCHoOL™

Caihollc HighSchool'sjust £ gume
Driving kide dlke me fmunne
Walk around In thert ai_. shiris
Looking cule, I'm looking worst

Cheron

High Scheol Darce, Rostance,
Everyonc's s w.ﬂuw

Looking cuit, and looking Hae

Looking for the best

(Repeat fleni verse und Choras)

DHin't learn a Goddamin thing
{itdn't boy thal fuckin’ Hog
Won'f prince, won't make

romance
Wish I could bof | can’t

Choram

High School Bance, Romunce,
Everyone's a0 happy .

Locking cuie, Looking fine

Lacking for the best

THE BRAT - "NIGH SCHOOL"
Wardy: Therese Covarrubiay
Music: Sid Medina

“LADYLOVE"
e ———
Whhawn pou In my s
How ton § Jurvvs
Yhere'n jurt & loh#iy hamt walting
e me

Con'e you saw ) lovy yau
Fot now aad forever
lEglveysu sverything thet |1 canbelng

Chorm:

Kiss me ence agein
“Cause 1 tove you
Telt me you'te (he one
‘Cousn | nned yorr |
Tata g bn your prma
L#t me hold you
“Causa you're mine. Oh

Don't yay hnpw you'rs the onet
And swe lis's juri dagun?
S0 be my love. my wile, fet sllvatugeihot

“Chush pou hnow | ased yau

1 nead you avery day snd night 1o e
nest me

S5 ba my Indy love, my ledy have.
my Isdy love.

|Repast Chorun]

&
THEE ROYAL GENTS . “LADY LOVE™

Words B Music Aan dorzstar
G Ahyibm Music/Bug |BMI

The Maske of the world

The Musle of Mexico

The Music of Africa

The Mosic of Cattfornin

The Musle of my Mitle
Cuban Brothe:

The Muske of Puerto Rice

The Mask of (he Poor People,
that’s the way It fs, Ayl

The Inspirationa lrom ¢veryene la
samething so prefound,

The Molc, The Muslciathesoand
ol the whole warldl

CALIFAS - "'Lu Musica De [a
Gente™ '
Words. Marcos Loya. Irme
Rangef

Music; Marcas laye

Cirtifies MusicHug [BMT

“MOVING YOUR MOUTH "“eish
Moarylng yeur mouth I'm soiry L.A.
Ehenging yaw fyln I liva Ciy of the Angels.
Dalng |1 #F fur glory
Fighing your mind In Heme Feunded ta1781byFellpeDoNera
And setiled by
Hit Bty -_:._we_... Meakean Pobladores.

Dolng It alf for glory
Wide bn u Im¢Lalns

F1 Poebla do Nucslra Seaora La
Relnn da Low Angeles
Finding the ends and cornsrs deo Porcluncals

ing bekind the watle LA,
ving tham all the gimmkk  CHy of the Angele.
your pochet

We came lo- work your Nelds
of plenty.
We mede you vich-You pald we
pennles.
We lald your vallenad over tratle
thad onee wers oo,
s [mowing your mouth] T (nught yeu haw to mine
Wy'rs afl the ssme Imaving your mauthl _ your gold
Ropt yont caltle and Lrrigate
K._._n. your .._:.__.: I'm l:lﬂ i yous Tand.
LURL ] g la ur L] L]
1¥eu humd Hahting 1o bs & big tee | Your land?

This la your hearttreak wory
Tucking It all In tight

Sediching tor toole whe'll iollaw
Entwcing that cortaln power

1% same Imaving yeur meuth)

Aida I yeue limpusing os
I'm sorey

Muarch, _.oﬂ. .w war ‘Tapa’ for
000 SQUAD - “MOVING FOUR the Japr.

MOUTH" You put them all in concontralion
Waorda- Eddia Ayals
Atuic' Angals Vaga?

tamps.
Qddinary Ruric mea lefl to acrape yous geai?

The Mezicans. Why nof. We were
your faverite johe,

Dlmoc—Muys—Toliee — Axtec

Three (bousand years of
clvilization

Te wind up In L.A.

A poople In Dapsasibon

C/s

“WHAT AM I GONNA DO™

———————————
I've goi & moasnge for you gl
Thie xoy 18 cruty abost you,  ygny, (943 & month of fafamy

na mistake The 'Atmighiy’ Hearst press had
Yoo wen'l gol away so [nst discoversd s ‘menscelo L. A.
1"v0 gol my mind made op af las) Yom bad found your Secrificial
1's boen a bong, lbong time Lamb of the day

Since | lell for somoons like yeu
Bal you sy you can’| aisy :Jﬂg‘& sad bangry

I jout den'l knew what to de Your headilnos ecronmed)

Cho "“Moxican Zoot Selters
ron)

Och, whai ams | haﬂl- de?

I've pot my mind mads np & beiwoon & & 10,
Dab, .ﬂhahb 1 gooon do?

wl On ) 1
chh.. mind shout scmeone mew ._mu_l— .tqv__o“ u...—..oe.‘..w Zowt
{ich, what sm | gonna de? A mob of Sallors, Soldlers and
've got my mind mads p to Marines marchod io the

you middle of town ta bunt thoss
ﬂ.a_.. whal um | gorma dot dirty Mexkcan Zoot Sollors
{ihoat yoa! down.

And evor stuce thal day /8
T haven’t really been the same

Progatiogelmythoughts {ogether | APLy aigod by and watched

fad u way . ua baoyn, some only twelve
urf thirfeen weore kicked,
beaien and stri; i
“keep our clly tlean.’

Con Safon— What's ihat etrenge
writing an the walls?

Right back in your armmn

et | long to be sveryday
And If yoo silll won't slay
| guena Il daean’t malier anyway

{Repent Chorue)

Coo Safos)—If yon haveany balle!
MESTIZO - “WHAT AM | Go 'boad Sante spray
GONNA BO" yoar Emblem,
Words & Musie: Go ‘hesd Whiie Fenco, Paint your
David Vidaurrazaga Cosl of Arms.

Mestizn Musir

LOT PERACS . "EL CORRING TO END
BARRIT WARFARE

h tian Froncisco Benrmen
1 AF O Varquer

Adspied From

“Huslgi an Gareral’” by (it Vefcer
twdere Music 18047

Yalos Lacos. Daoan Hyp|
Valog locos. Die wr Fight]

G .rnp_._ Drcamer spray yome
_.-n.
Ga .vm%l sgn your treaty
of Gondalupe I .
A 'Treaty’ that wea suppossd
guarantar equaliy.

G 'bend Valos Lacos
Children of Astian

w._:-u vy meefalllc blosd

v ELE‘!-:-!-!’II.

C/5. Look of ma.
C/S. Know me.
C/5. Listen to mel

Leag Live LA

CON SAFOS - “C/8"

Words: Ruben Guevore

Music: Ruben Gurevara,

Geoff Lee, Hector Gonealue
CercoBlomcoMusic/Bug |ASCAPY

“*THE BALLAD DF “THE CALIFORMIA
COALITION' YO END BARAID
WARFARE"

AH tha wiry W Baiios it in knpwn that
. .oﬁ it het birva tharvpad
i phning,
Thé hemibors af e barvies are
dvtorying thelr Ignerenee.
Tegwiher we wil morch dgiindl e
wwugs of hatit e cloar
wur minds snd purpees.

Long 1kve the harria In panerel.

From the barties te the scheele

From the sthawis s tha bertles

We ars vicerleus and srive 3 semirel
owr vem deatiny,

Threugh the bertha pirsuts peu son heer
2ur evise af pesea
ndd Justios snd the desthe of s
leved enes inapire wein the srugple
1 ond all bestie wurters

Long ltva s nducsban
Dewth tw the evil af e ruptien
Long live the barrie In ganersl.

Trop the wer in the besrls
Lang ltvs the sesthion

P gn END TO THE KILLING
Yoo 1t can be dons wirh actiun]

Threughaw CalHurnka we ervies bs sur
Elasaln ears ol vanceryer

Vidtiog sut patpis snt thay wetih vy
vl thiy -y

“‘Hiry Wrenger, whirk yav frive®

Herd you mond

Or hesn you'll .’

Wa ain sll from & vory apecial burtle

B is tha sam tamliy

Long Iva sur sducaiten
Camth ta the axil o) carruption
Long live the barrts in genaial.

Thoughaut the sttaets of the barrls
e werrkor spleht 1o baen
And grows In au Huas

The gaing end srrers o thek sans
nd devghiars.

And In this mer we suntinue sirvggling
st conscicuenams snd
raconptruct the henbs.

Lanp thee put sdveation
Bastn te the wvil el cosruption
Long Hva the barrls In general.

Unite my baleved paspie

Lang Hve the cealltien

WK Bt unitid Action we ey Bt S bl
o the KMing

Wa ust llve. ot dls ter gur barclos
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This articia Iy a franacripl of a (alk piven
st 8 public symposium hosisd by the
Museum of Conterporary A and 3pon-
sorad by the Tha Soclsl and Public Ariy
HAesowrce Center and the Californis
Chicano Mwesl Documaentation Projest A
Spenish-language vorsion has sppeared
i La Oplnlon. \
Harry Gamboa, Jr,

The changing Wonlty of Chicsno sr
can Lo a mafer of Uick mirrors Thal reflect
nuctupting images of social ncongruliies
arxifor parsanal maladapiation, kn the Cliy
of Los Angsls N I3 sazy Lo lose one’s own
innceenca oF 10 have one's oun nalve
idaatism diown 0 the shadowy sea ul cul
weal sewago. As a somawhal polorited
raw of lnlsnted mixed-madia anists, Chi-
cano asiists ol the sighlles can appoar 10
ve a0 exploliod palnders, radical Mus.
Valort, broom maralists, sotlopathic eon-
captuabsls, vp-and-coming boin-sgain
capilahsis who deride the wallnre siale,
popagandisic photogrephars, choics In
jatiar clothing. Olymplc tokens, frguized
tngarpainis, ua bulievers of Axtlanfie
Aars Cosmica, jeatous pleglarisls, zesl
ous pladge-ol-allogloncalsts, thoss who
ponnect tha dois, those who sraio the
Condes, thoss wha color by the numbets
on the mulupla grant checky; and in this
poenary Crowd wa will discover works
whuch cieale annigty and sxatic fanlasles
of azsunilation, of which porisay the lron-
oud fesoo of deporscnalizod survival in
1 Woan bavironmel

115 il o dohineale this changing
wdonuty because W is undeigolng & teiching
schizoptusnic wnoil of perceptual flux.
What we have Iy an Keniity cl multipla
parsonskiss thal spesk concurcnlly In
dshammomc voicas  ¥ihat we have I8
fihared siaternants wiich ora only spar-
wnjly repioduced by mainstream  and
quAs)-atternalive mass modia lod thau ar-
ushie thypurbol:=t poMicaliczmmarclal pro-
poaty, We have volcos Lthz! spesk bo the
toaf ciassjupper clzza/middla classino
clast. We have volcas thal promols the
sniich maniohty {ihatl kind ol volce that
retonalzs wuh a soll-hnting poranclia). We
ntve voKo0s which e pragmalic/dog-
munzisnomatic Bt in most coses, wo
hava voicos whicth ate thzud 1L 13 an -

Exhibit 44

URBAN EXILE

sidlous sllsnce thal gpuaks (o no one.

In this volcsloss vacuum we Bnd spathy,
neglect, donlal, disifurlonmaenl, an
Impovedshment of soclal consclousnesy,
a rsuraction of sociol commiiment # is hete
thal wo discover a mulsd/co-opled
sndhwstasm for social and poltigsl change,
Maybe i I3 hare, (00, thal we can keae s
dlspidered ssnss of survivel In e

maknsosm sytem whare povmity, offlcial”

misintormetion, raclsm, aexism and
(nikilardam s1e viewsd a8 basic by producls
ol chilzenship, thal aspect ol ihe dominant
culre which ean be hypnotically sressd
by the promisy of popularity, the prelense
tor mil siardain, the protpect ol laisl
sccoplance and W13 prumise ol sky-
mckoling safos. .

it i wilhin tha contaxl of this wide-angls
view that I'd ke 10 focus owr attention onle
#w podpheral ‘dhilonion of the conlein-
porary whan Chicano erperience: the
contention that Chicanos, ln goneral sre
pussive, violent, passively violoal, violenily
peative, paase, paasod oul, plased oillsa
malist ol recial slareclyple oplnion, is an
image and doa thal calls newspapaers and
felevision asiles, bul it Is a concepl which
s unacceplably olensive, counlerprodug-
Uve and qualtstivoly unvarifiable. How-
aver, since i |3 Impossible 1o arve sl an
sbaclutely objeclve definlilon of the gol-
loclive sxparisnce of 8 group ol paopls, R
Is necessurly imporiant 10 croals subjes-
Hva veraions ol the IndlAdual’s sxperiance
vAth inlerprolations thal expiess the Indl-
vidual's ‘dus! role o3 pariicipani-obaarver
ol thal cullure.

" Adists have kadilonslly served #3 \he
calalysis In abstrzcing thalr cullurs. They
have piocesaod lhose absiraciions,
snatysed/recombingd/variliied thalr find-
ings, and have croated now fonns In &
wiz3 virdoty of medla thol help 1o arliculele
the maaning and meaninglossnass ol tholr
tultira via thalr expodonca of L I {3 tha
sccds! and Inhoisontly polltical knpact of the
ardsts’ work which la ulilmatsly tslevani 1o
the cutiure which Is being reprasanted, Il
has bacome increaasingly difficutt 1o impaci
on one’s own enviionmoni wilhout haly
wiliing tho availabls support sysloms
whizh Include the mesa modla, fnances,
fubtic-palitic: | conlacts snd privale seclor
Infisunc s, Thoss pragmalic considoralions

have served 10 redlinct many of the
originel goals, kiess 2nd Imspea which
wora ot lorth by many Chicano srilsts
who hsve besn coallwously acllve In
craniing work since the 1870 In some
cades, orilals who have basn aslue b
thetr devslopment of & visbie suppor sys-
{etn hava dons a0 &t the cosl of loalng ot
tucel volidity, personal Integrity and artistic
quality, The uae of art as & form of prolest
was popular In the ssveniles. The use of
nel nn 8 lorm of acquisacence is now
popular in the eighties. Fortunalaly inis I

- 1ot a-indem lor sl lnsiances of conlem-

porary Chicano art

Thi corpromiyes which are involved In
socuring privala.for-profil galary tepre-
santalion, conlinund corporate grant lund-
Ing and tho good graces of locally esisb-
Kshad critica makes lor good et bustnesy,
But doos N make for good sd® Wihou
fnsncinl support of the srilst's communily,

* the artlst Is subjecind ta vardous piesauras

which may nogejivaly aftect that arist’s
commitmanl lowards thal ssme com-
munity. Art can b boughl snd so can aA-
Iste. You 80 nol buy tha staring srisl with
bread, tut with cake. i the Chicano artist
of the sighties sxpects to succeed In iha
malnsirssm art world, the conlradictiona,
distortlons and compromizes twust be
swallowsd whols slong with thal ceke, Bul
lor those srllsts wha prafar the taste ol
pan dulce, without having \o chaw on the
bitisr sheriaste of deleaC an alternative
sppioach musl be lsken which goes
boyond the conlines of malnslssam
sanclification

Tha Chicana artis who choosas ¥ make
sislsmenis on e neocolonlsl quality of
bario lfa, who deckiss o express con-
cerns Over conlemporary rocisl pub-
Neiprivate policlas, who commaenis on the
unaquat shaiag of America's souring pis,
12 most celainly golng o And B dlthicul $o
achiove tho tenvards which are avaliabls lo
toss socially and politizally throatening ant-
{313, BuA thase are urgand imas, whon en-
tia lumiles sre sllowod lo go hungry,
whan chiidien ¢an be held hoatage by the
Immigration and Halwallzation Service,
when Uw mentaily (i ars wandering alm-
lossly on ihe city sireela end In tho Whits
Houta, whon nuclosr war can fuln yow
doy. Thess are imos whan slience Is an

empty promize of spaihy, bul (s sllence

~ ochoos a deaper sense ol lunt and 0dih-

Ing lor onessk and for oihaers.

The leci thal conlemporary Chicano
cullure s 83 multiiscelod and i3 ss valid as
sny other global cutiwe should ba re-
fiected In Ha art To create works thal ars
ovoncemesd wiily lhe whan Chicano exper-
ence I3 t0 be placod onio & desynchro-
nized Lack thal does nol bland easily with
mslnsiranm conceins of compassions. To
quols Gronk irom e published inlerviuw,
*Some pacplo (hink thal ar Is & meliing
pol but ) you sver mix chocolats with
vanille, you dont gel vanille,” For tha anils)
1o bacoms lnvolved In creating images
und concepls thal deflantly cppose the
false mysuficstion snd negalivism v-hich
has been popularized egalnst Chicsna
tulture, tha artlst Is then sffectivaty particl-
pating n & lomn ol sal-lmpased whan
oxlls, The arilsh-wha Is ealled |y fine lo
queation, 1o donounce, 10 mispronounce,
lo biing ugly indhy 1o the surlace. These
Insths €an ba the psychalaglcaly dameged
pouds which are siewn Over & wide area
of Inlerculiural conflicly, Including the loss
ol sell-asteasm and the adoplion ol iake
Idonlities.

The artiat must 230 be adupt 81 poking
halas inlo the ayss of skeplics. The ele-
manls of humnor, ddiculs, sarcasm, salhe
snd konic wil are essantial madiums lor
the devalopmenl of efieclve visual and
sudifory slalemants, ¥With the adist in ex-
Rls, how s the work made accessibla 1o the
public? Ui ls inevitably tha artlst's tesponsl.
bilty o promale his of hat Dwn work
regardisss of tha lnlllal lsck of popular
supporl, The support must ba generated
Irom smong others who fesl an alfinlty 1o
tha artist's parceplions of aslf and soclety.
The stilsl hes sccesn (o & loosely knll con-
slitusncy, a group hal ks simiterly atiracled
and eppaliod by tha giitiar and gangrone
ol whan rrallty, Howevat, \ha compatilon
for Keas and Imsges |3 acue, How doss
ong poinl oul the sublietles ol tha Chicano
sxputlenca vdthout balng drownod oul by
the sintlc ol raclst commescials,
teguigitated lolklore and ihe phany qualnd.
nass of imitallon cullwo?

The Chicono arilst mutt be detoomined
10 succaod, muat ba lechalically quatiiud lo
ocatculs the kncges and concepts, musi ba
eltoctlve ln scaling the walls of rosislance
10 the wban Chicano expurlonce. YThe -
Ist musl draw hom poisonal sxperlence,
musi exlract the significance ltom svonls,
musl ongage & hyparaclive Imnginalion

and, hopahuly, craste works that witl result
In insaningtd pleces of cultura! tnforma-
ton. Tha cresiive oulput of the Chicano
arlsl should have & socdal spphication thak
witl Inciltate the growth ol the views's un-
desdlanding of tha arlsi's Inlerpretation of
tha Indbvidual-as-producas-ol-cutiure,

There Is & social responsibllity which:
" the alst Iy confronted withc N I3 the
respansiolily lof cresling basuty, contio-

varsy, real and sunaal vislons, sbswd ver-
alons of sctual avenls, symbolic erpraia-
tonn of his/het environment, and slso ‘o
expiess the univeraality of ouwr culture’s
uniquansss and owr culhwa's inlaidepan-
~dence on cross-culwsl understanding. O

01984, Hanry Gambaa, Jr.

Harry Gamboa, J, s & conceptual per-
forming anist who incovporates wiiling,
photography, vidso and pardormance i
his work, Hs Iy a8 member of Asco, the
£esl Loy Angelss perfoimence group,
and hay wilkten vatous ssticiss on
Chicana ariisls for La Oplalon

ocTosEn te, 10041 K
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