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Regeneration 1900-1945

Tum of the century demographic maps indicate Mexican density highest in the pueblo area,
and along the streets of Alameda, Aliso, First and edging along what is to be Brooklyn.
Transportation facilitated mobility and provided work. Electric car lines, going from the center of
town to Indiana, encouraged growth in Boyle Heights and City Terrace. In the second decade
electric car lines ran from Indiana to Eastern and from there to Orange County by the 1930's.

From 1900, the rapid growth of agriculture, real estate booms, construction, oil,
manufacturing, garment and the transportation, water and gas infrastructure, fueled labor
immigration into Los Angeles, including thousands of Mexican workers and their families. An
example of this synergy was the Simmons Brick Company and its worker housing neighborhood

in Montebello. Mexican worker immigration was further accelerated by economic and political

dislocations as a result of the 1910-1920 Mexican rebellions, but this event also added experienced
articulate political exiles to the small surviving sectors of the previous middle and upper classes.

Consequences of economic and political changes were several. Los Angeles became a
significant political and intellectual center for Mexican America rivaling the older San Antonio,
Texas. Several newspapers competed, first El Heraldo de Mexico, then La Opinion. prospered the
most. And always the doings of the Mexican eonsulate focused public attention. The 1918 9th
convention of the Alianza Hispanoamerica met in Los Angeles. El Club Anahuac and E1 Club
Alegria joined mutual aid benefits with cultural and sports activities. Combining similar activities,
La Sociedad Moctezuma was exclusively for women. There was now some competition between
remaining Plaza merchants and those located east of the river for the business leadership of the
community. The construction of Union Station and the central post office disrupted the Plaza area.

The community during this period witnessed considerable and diverse labor and political
organizational efforts. Several strikes took place and attempts at establishing unions occurred.
These often involved large public political meetings, usually at the Plaza. Contention existed
between pro-radical reform and anti-reform groups, anarchists, socialists and moderates. For a few
years, the most influential of these organizations was the Partido Liberal Mexicano (PLM) whose
leader, Ricardo Flores Magon, edited and published the newspaper Regeneracion from an office
located on East Fourth Street in downtown Los Angeles. The PLM had several outstanding
organizers, among them Maria Talavera. Both the Socialist Party and the protestant churches
sought to recruit members from the Mexican community.

In contrast were other efforts. The Federation of Spanish Speaking Voters sought to |
mobilize around the vote and political offices. La Sociedad Mutualista Mexicana was among the
earliest to call for organizational unity and the club Pro-Patria among the earliest Mexican U.S.

. patriotic organizations formed during World War k. The latter for awhile led in the building of La

Confederacion de Sociedades Mexicanas, later, other efforts reflected a similar unity impulse.
The injustice against Aurelio Pompa (1923) and Juan Reyna (1930), immigrants falsely accused
of murder, energized community activity. Moreover the Mexican Chamber of Commerce emerged
in 1930, and, in 1931, the Comité de Beneficiencia Mexicana formed. These were more east side
centered than downtown centered.
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However the institutions which impacted the most were the churches, schools and the
sources of employment, especially the rising manufacturing, processing and packing companies.
For many Mexicans and immigrants life meant discrimination and exploitation. For others, the
times and conditions meant jobs and business opportunities. In 1923, Whittier Blvd. was paved
from Eastern to Montebello Park Major cemeteries existed or were planned along First
(Evergreen) and Whittier (Odd Fellows and later Calvery). Companies benefited from a
property tail leading ultimately from original Mexican private property holders to the L.A.
Creamery, J.B. Whiston, Hellman, Janss, and Simmons companies. And later companies to
benefit were Pillsbury, Goodrich, U.S. Rubber, O'Keefe and Merit, Continental Can and Sears

and Roebuck Co.

Mexican east Los Angeles increased its population and this growth fueled the Mexican
communities, arising from labor camps such as City of Commerce, and inexpensive tracts, such as
Maravilla, and also strengthened older clusters such as those of San Fernando, San Gabriel, and
Santa Monica, adjoining or within the demographically expanding neighborhoods of the city.
Moreover rail and general labor camps led to Compton and Watts.

Especially significant was the growth of the economic bases of the core Mexican barrios in
- central east Los Angeles from 1900 to the 1940's inclusive. Several Mexican owned businesses
prospered along east Brooklyn and First, among them Lupe's Ironworks, Ramirez Mortuary,
Salas Pharmacy, Prieto's Market and El Bonito Theater. Anglo and Jewish businesses also
prospered from Mexican trade. The City of Commerce in part consisting of Bandini property
was organized and plotted to be an industrial zone by the 1930's valued conservatively at $200
million employing 20,000 workers.

While growing, the Mexican community also faced subversion to its cohesion from the
increased influence of English speaking associated culture, discriminatory. judgments on Spanish
in the forms of compulsory English by agencies and schools, and through the new mass media of
motion pictures and radio. Underlining these injunctions or atiractions was the chauvinist
ideological climate of the times which indicted workers, unions, and immigrants. This trend called
for immigrant groups to ""Republicanize' themselves, to abandon their immigrant language and
ethnic identity, or be suspect. Frequently, this ideology was promulgated in the schools where
Mexican youth faced corporal punishment or suspension for speaking the Spanish language, and
where they were inculcated with racist stereotypes about themselves and others. Yet Mexicans
numbered over 100,000 in the county area. :

But as in times past a vibrant community social and cultural life continued reflected in
festivities, sports events, church life, music, art and the attendance at theater and the Spanish
language cinema. Several individual performers and group performers enjoyed popularity. In these
years a world class artist, David Alfaro Siqueiros, created a major mural at the historic center of
the Mexican community, La Plaza, "America Tropical”". He, Jose Clemente Orozco, and Alfredo
Ramos Martinez painted several murals in the greater Los Angeles area. Radio programs had
major impact on the community, an influence to continue for decades. A particularly welcomed
program was that of Pedro G. Gonzalez which emphasized music and editonial comments on behalf
of community concerns. In the late 1920's and early 1930's the Plaza area, in particular Olvera
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Street, was saved from demolition.  Favorite music venues sparked and centered some young
people's social life, a tradition which continued through music fads and changes as to what were the
favorite places through the decades.

Indeed there were favorite commercial entertainments, but soctal life and social diversion
remained predominantly family centered. Religious activity or church centered functions were the
predominant orgamzational endeavors while social mores stressed a work ethic coupled with
cultural and family loyalties. By the 1920's and 1930's religious processions became regularized
as their participants numbered in the thousands. Qur Lady of Guadalupe dates from 1923 and Qur
Lady of Soledad from 1926. Annual and biannual parish "jamaicas" enlivened neighborhoods.

The mass unemployment of the 1930's had severe impact on the Mexican community,
which suffered disproportionately because of both ethnic discrimination and the general high level
of unemployment. This situation was aggravated by widespread scapegoating of Mexicans as relief
Tecipients or "aliens” and subversives who should be denied assistance, Supported by the police and
utility companies, Los Angeles County relief agencies in the early 1930's enforced a policy of
repatriation of Mexicans to Mexico. Between 1930 and 1935, Los Angeles County officially
repatriated 13,332, while as many as 50,000 persons, including many United States citizens, may
have been forced to leave the Los Angeles area.

Depression hardships stimulated community, labor and political organization. Mexican
participation included the organizing of nascent CIO locals, unemployed councils, protest
marches and youth and student groups such as the Mexican American Youth Conference.
Mexican labor activity particularly in garment and the local agriculture heightened. During 1927
several unionizing calls led to the formation of the Confederation of Mexican Labor Unions
(CUOM) in December. Frustrated attempts at building Mexican labor locals and confederations
occurred through the 1930's. A major local event of this period was the Congress of Spanish
Speaking People of the United States, in part organized by Josefina Fierro, held in Los Angeles
in April 1939, whose closing dance was held at Olvera Street. This was an early attempt to create
a national civil rights organization representing Mexicanos and other Latinos in the United States.
Stemming from the Congress activities was the unsuccessful but 20th century significant campaign
of Edward Caveatee for the Los Angeles City Council. '

Though a war for democracy, World War II fostered pressures which paradoxically
heightened racial animosity, initially manifested in the imprisonment of Japanese Americans in
"Relocation Camps." As in the past, racial scapegoating again shifted to Mexicans when in 1942
a negative campaign in local newspapers against Mexican youth labelled all such youths wearing
zoot suits as Pachucos, or "criminal elements." This culminated first in the Sleepy Lagoon frame-
up case of 1942, mvolving a group of Mexican youths, falsely accused of murder. They were finally
acquitted years later after a lengthy defense campaign by commumity activists and civil libertarians.
The Sleepy Lagoon case was soon followed by the traumatic zoot suit riots of 1943

In the middle of a war against fascism, mobs of Anglo servicemen and civilian bigots
invaded Mexican neighborhoods and the downtown area, brutally attacking and beating Mexican
youths and molesting Mexican women, while police and sheriffs officers stood aside. This type of
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repression and scapegoating of Mexican youth continued as manifested in the Hollywood gang and
bandit movies, the behavior of some law enforcement authorities, and in pejorative news media

treatment of immigrant workers.
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1908 "Here comes the tramway rounding the comer near First and Chicago in the happy years of :
1900. Many a pasajero traveled this way heading towards far downtown Los Angeles" (Source: :
Belvedere Citizen)
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Mexican section-gang workers on the urban electric railway system in
Los Angeles, circa 1903. Reproduced by permission of the Huntington
Library, San Marino, California.

"Mexicano section-gang workers on the urban electric railway system in Los Angeles,
around 1903" in Alberto Camarillo, Chicanos in a Changing Societv: From MexicanPueblos _
to American Barrios, 1848-1930, p. 214. fo
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Rosende Uruchurto recording
on wax cyvlinder for Charles
Lummis in 1904. Courtesv of
the Southwest Museum, Los
Angeles. Photo N:24310.

"Sisters Luisa and Rosa Villa singers of Mexican songs - Rosendo Uruchurto recording,

1904" in Steven Loza, Barrio Rhvthm, np#.

" Sisters Luisa and Rosa Viila

singers of Mexican songs who
recorded for Charles Lummis
(1904). Courtesy of the South-
west Museumn, Los Angeles.
Photo N:35531/P33398A.
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 1906-08: "The Navarro Street housing court. Boyle Heights. Circa 1906-1908. (Courtesy of Los
Angeles Housing Commission) (Source: "An IHustrated History of Mexican Los Angeles 1781-
1985" p. 84)




Mexican children near housing
court. 1906-1908.

{Courtesy of Los Angeles Housing
Commussion:

The 1mpendmg threat of invasion did not deter the growth of Los
Angeles. In fact, the city'’s Mexican population increased considerably during
the 1840s. Nineteenth century historian Bancroft once estimated that the
population of gente de razén rose from 1,800 in 1841 to about 2,000 in 1845.
Approximately 1,250 of these people lived in the ciudad and about 750 lived
on ranchos or at ex-missions San Gabriel and San Fernando. Bancroft also
estimated the total number of ex-neophyte Indiams in the area to be near

1,110.

According to the last census of the Mexican period, taken in 1844, the
total population of the Los Angeles District (from San Fernando to San
Juan Capistrano) was approximately 3,041 persons—1,200 Indians and 1,841
Mexicans.*!

“A typical cholo court.”
Poorer housing in a Mexican
immigrant community of Los
Angeles. 1806.

tCourtesy af Los Angeles Housmg

Commussion/

"Mexican children near housing court, 1906-1908" in A. R. Bustamante, An Illustrated
Historv of Mexican Los Angeles 1791-1985 p. 85.




Mexican WOTKETS CONStructing
the Pacific Electric Railroad
line. Mexican workers formed
a major part of the labor force
in the construction and
maintenance of the Pacific
Electric Railroad Line, by
1900 the largest suburban
transportation system in the
world.

‘Courtesy of Tluntmgron Library. Suit
Marino. Caltfornuai

"Mexican workers constructing the Pacific Electric Railroad Line, around 1908-1910" in A
R. Bustamante, An Iliustrated History of Mexican Los Angeles, 1791-1985, p. 85.
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1909: "This magnificent residence at 1831 Pennsylvania avenue in East Los Angeles, was the home
of Chester M. Bucks. Its design, in those days. was considered "wild". Photo taken around 1909,

(Source: Belvedere Citizen)




Students at the Vail Street Schoo] Los Angeles, circa 1910, This was a
schoo! for children of Mexican families who worked at Simons Brick
Company and who lived on the company grounds, Courtesy of Albert
and Lydia Caballero.

"Students at the Vail Street School, Los Angeles, around 1910" in A. Camarillo, Chicanos

in a Changing Society, p. 226.
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Ricarde Flores Magon (1884-1922). An intrepid and progressive essayist, speaker, organizer,
politician and one of the intellectual pillars of the Mexican revolution of 1910. Forced into
exiie in the United States for his opposition to the dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz, he began
publishing a radical newspaper, Regeneracion, which by 1914 was headquartered in Los
Angeles. Convicted of U.S. neutrality law violations and imprisoned, Magon and his brother
Enrique languished in Leavenworth Federal Penitentiary where Ricardo died, perhaps by

assassination, in 1922.

(Los Angeles Times)
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Crltural Needs Assessment - Metro East Side Extension

1916: Comer of Utalv'F st Street Lopez Brothers Grocery Store
Photograph Security Pacific National Bank Photooraph Collection/Los Angeles Public Library.

1916: Herlinda Lopez and Verlinda Silva Clark on First Street.

Photograph: Security Pacific National Bank Photograph Collection/Los Angeles Public Library.



1920: "The East Side Police Station, then situated somewhere on East First, was always ready to
go on call... Photo taken in the early 20's" Article about the East Side Police Department, today
called the "Hollenbeck Police Department” which still exists on First Street near Chicago (Source:
Belvedere Citizen)
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1920: Community Evening in Armerian Center located at 1620 E. 4th Street.
Photograph: International Institute of Los Angeles

1921 Clinic at the Armenian Center.
Photograph: Intemnational Institute of Los Angeles
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1920's to 1940's; A&Z Nut Wagor on the comer of Whittier Blvd. and Lorena Street. The cart was used in the

"flats" area of Boyle Heights to sell pumpkin seeds and nuts. This store still stands there today.
Photograph: Security Pacific National Bank Photograph Collection/Los Angeles Public Library..

1920's: Portrait of Leticia Lozano and friends taken on Rosalind Street in East Los Angeles.
This neighborhood was tom down when the 5 Freeway was built.
Photograph: International Institute of Los Angeles
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1922; KoreanéWomen's_ English Class _
Photograph: International Institute of Los Angeles
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. The cozy atmosphere Fire Stétion No. 2 was enjoyéd by these very serious fire fighters, They were
serions because of the work they do. : ) : )

1920: "Venerable Fire Station No. 2, located at First and Chicago as it looked in the 20's" Article

regarding the Fire Station on First and Chicago, which does not exist at that location today (Source:
Belvedere Citizen)



1927: "Mexican children at the Lorena Street Elementary School, 1927. By the 1920's public
education had begun to make a significant impact on the Mexican community. Educators regarded
schools as a vehicle for Americanization. Teachers often had little sensitivity to Mexican children
and Spanish was often banned from the classroom. (Courtesy of William D. Estrada) (Source:
" An Illustrated History of Mexican Los Angeies 1781-1985" p. 175)



1928: No one will ever forget the shiny white facade of the public Library at First and Chicago.
It's given way to a new structure. Photo taken in 1928. Notice the "flivvers". Today a library still
exists there, calied the Benjamin Franklin Public Library (Source: Belvedere Citizen)



1928: "The Zeferino Ramirez Mortuary was the best known mortuary at the time. It's still there at

4545 Brooklyn Avenue. Founder Zeferino Ramirez was a civic minded powerhouse
in 1928." This mortuary still exists today (Source: Belvedere Citizen)

. Photo taken




1929: "The Ferni Min Institute at 3417 Whittier, provided cure for many of its customers. Now, the
site houses one of several JonSons markets serving the whole of East Los Angeles area. Photo taken
in 1929." Article regarding an institute that was replaced first by JonSons markets and today is
replaced by Top Value Markets (Source: Belvedere Citizen)
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1929: Antonio Sandoval's Barbershop on Ford Bivd. in Maravilla Park, East Los Angeles.

Photograph: Security Pacific National Bank Photograph Collection/Los Angeles Public Library.
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1930: "Good old Hollenbeck Park, at Fourth and St. Louis Streets, was n the early 30's probably
the most popular picnic area in the whole of East Los Angeles. Today the Park serves weli its
residents. La Fena de Los Ninos is held there every year” (Source: Belvedere Citizen)
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1930's: Eileen and Joe Vega's wedding on Judson Street in Boyle Heights;
rtol- A Vega, Julia Arciniega, Henretta Arciniega
Photograph: Security Pacific National Bank Photograph Collection/Los Angeles Public Library.

> - £

. "Spanish" restaurant on Fourth Street near Evergreeri. .
During this period the term "Spanish” was used instead of Mexican
Photograph: Secunty Pacific National Bank Photograph Collection/Los Angeles Public Library.



Reproduced trom La Opinion, Los Angeles

Familics and friends gathering at the Los Angeles ratlroad station on 17 Augus:
1931 to bid farewsil to repatriados departing on the third county-sponsored trai

"Families and friends gathering at the Los Angeles railroad station on August 17, 1931 to bid
farewell to repatriados” in A. R. Bustamante, An Mllustrated History of Mexican Los Angeles,
1791-1983, p. 92.
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4/19/32: Roosevelt High Girl's Giee Club
Photograph: Security Pacific National Bank Photograph Collection/Los Angeles Public Library.




' Reproduced irom newspapsr clipping

On 27 February 1931, La Opinién, Los Angeles Mexican daily, carried this front-
‘page photo with the following caption: “The La Opinion photographer took this
photograph yesterday while the police surrounded the Plaza detaining all Mexicans
and other foreigners who were found there. Immigration agents, dressed in plain
ciothes, examined some of the prisoners asking them for facts about their legal
or illegal residency in the United States, while others detained wait their turn
patiently. Unifarmed municipal police coliaborated in the raid. At the rear can
. be seen part of the crowd that observed the arrests.”

"The police surrounded the Plaza detaining all Mexicans and other foreigners, 1931" in A.
R. Bustamante, An Illustrated History of Mexican Los Angeles, 1791 -1985, p. 60.




‘Carmen Teresa Al‘l’iu
"Allestina ATmias T

- The young ladiés;
Ing things dpside: down:
efforts to secure vobenf
ation rcholarship whic)
offere¢ by Hispang.Asy
Aviacton Club, were véry
evidenca last.Sunday’§t

Alrport, - -
A large crowd ap
part of the day- &l'a‘lu
dulging in danecing? mg,z
tuous lunch, T e
" The following is the Wt
the Young lndlﬁ,?iﬁ:'&'ﬁ :
Maria.del Carmen Otéfa:;
Rosita ‘Domingues. ", ;
Beatrice Ramires .,

Alicin, Ramirez.";.j..'.':‘.,a

Alicia Barrios ..,

Maria Espinoza ., 5280
Maria Martiney
Juana Garcls EEY

06/22/34; "Was Fieid Day at Eastside Artrport” Article regarding an aviation Ts\clrilma:rshla‘ t_'o_r women
offered by Hispano-Americano de Aviacion Ciub in the Eastside (Source: Belvedere Citizen)
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1933: First tortilleria in Los Angeles owned Ey "Uncle Jose" and Jose Lopez on East Fourth Street.
Photograph: Security Pacific National Bank Photograph Collection/Los Angeles Public Library.

10/35; A Mexican family recently arrived from Texas spends the day with new friends at Exposition Park.
Photograph: Courtesy of George Rodriguez
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1937: St Elizabeth Day Nursery, across the Street from Aliso Village.
Photograph: Security Pacific National Bank Photograph Collection/Los Angeles Public Library.

LEEUAG L

1938: Enrique Negrete, owner of La Ciudad de Mexico Grocery Store on Lorena Street in East Los Angeles.
Photograph: Security Pacific Narional Bank Photograph Collection/Los Angeles Public Library.
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Late 1930's: Carrie's Beauty Salon.
Photograph: Courtesy of George Rodriguez

RAE

1939: Al's Shoe Reparr.
[Photographer George Rodriguez as a child, on the counter, with his mother, father, Al, and older brother. ]
;Photograph: Courtesy of George Rodriguez
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Patterned ziter * the iamous

. : . riginal . Guadaiugpe  Shrine in
(Independeni' Democratic) | Meies cuy,u:;m(Los Angeeles
o project Is destined to take a —

EABT LOS ANGELES, (Belvedere) FRIDAY, JU]popular place in the spiritual.
O - guidance of the many Latin-|
| N ' ' NI o Americans-of Southern Callfor-
Dnve For Sh . I B : nia and the English-speaking
S : Tlne S eglln Americans, )
— * ' - " | Preliminary work is also- being
B Monsl or G rushed to completion for the
- y | - g71 uzman . Jaunching of a financial cam-
| e—— : ' paign destined -to raise the es-
: : timated construction.cost of $150,- !
- *We have reached our -goal at.
last,” said Mons. V, Guzman yes-
terday to his congregation gath-
ered in the modest litle church
which for the past ten years has
served us a pro-Shrine. ““Already
the  architectural draft has been
. accepted by the building commis-
sion,”” he continued. ‘‘The site
has been chosen, and from far
and wide our people are proffer-

ing their cooperation in this tre-
mendous task.”

Messages of congratulations
and pledges of support-heve been
“Hflooding in from Mexico. Only
two years ago the Parish of the
Coronation in Mexico City pre-
sented & precious gold diadem for
the "first canonical coronation of
Cur Lady of Guadalupe 'in the
- United°States which took place in
Calvary: Cemetery in the pres-
ence of more than one hundred
thousand persons of every relig-
ion, race and caste. On that oc-
casion, the pro-shrine of OQOur
‘Lady of Guadalupe was host to
| the natlons of the western hemis-
'phere, and _twenty-one Latin-
-American countries sent their
;delegates to the ceremonies.

! The proposed shrine will oc¢
i 'ecupy a prominent site on a hlll
— - . . ==l | ‘opposite Calvary Cemetery on
_ great.__thumasm among the Mexican peoplé @nid Cath-| !Third Street in the heart of the

olics ‘of -thigs area has followed upon the anouncement last| | Mexican™ colony. Ground plans
‘week of the immediate construction of a national Shrine of | |have already been completed and

Our Lady of Guadalupe in Los Angeles under the direction of | |tRe Work of excavation is expec-

~chbishop Jehn J. Cantwell, D. D, ted to begin at once.

) e S Committee meetings are being;
K held this week at the Shrine|

pw:.ﬂ‘-‘!‘:&’\

O R e

B
[

-
ot et 1 i

'\\\\c\m LE
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07/14/39: "Drnve for Shrine is Begun by Monsignor Guzman" headquarters, 4100 E. 2nd St., and i
Article regarding the announcement of the immediate tentative arrangements cail for!|
construction of a national Shrine of "Qur Lady of Guadalupe” in the inauguration of the financial

East Los Angeles on Third Street {Source: Belvedere Cinzen) drive within a few weeks,
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;R H. 'Lo.veddy Of Loveday
Lumber Co. Has Built

Fine E. L. A. Business

R. H. Loveday. of the Loveday Lumber Co. at 500
'N. Ford Blvd.. has been in business at this loeality since
1921. He came to Boyle Heights from Pennsylvaia and has
lived in East Los Angeles for 26 vears. In this time he has
watched its develupment from bare fields and hills into an
unincorporated city which has the greatest population of
—any-such area- in the United States. S o
t Mrs, Loveday is.a oraduate of -
‘Stantord University and helongs
lte the Woman's Stanford Ciub
lapd  particifates in all of their
sacial affairs,

M. Loveday enlisted  in the -
first Worln War but did not 2o
overseas. - He  hbelones to the
Lumberman’s Post of the Ameri-
.ean Lesion. For his amusements
-he andulges in fishing and goif,

The Lovedavs have a1 son 1S
ivoars ol e who s attending
Pomona Cnllege where  besides
_his recular ctudios he iy specializ.
ing in dviation., He arndunted
from the Alhambra Hich School.
' 1t is interesting to note how
‘many of our businessmen in Bel- -
-veder have been located 2t the
csame husiness address for many
;veavs. This fact alone  would
"show how reliable our husiness
people are and that ls why it is
always a pledsure to introduce
these husiness firms and  their
heads. And =o it follows that it is
our oreat. pleasure to introduce,
this fine Belvederr businessman,
My Loveday, and hiz familv to
Citizen readers,
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The Spanish-speaking branch
of the International Ladies
Garment Workers Union
(ILGWU) in a Labor Day
parade. In the 1930s Mexicans
in Los Angeles were invalved

in labor organizations. {
Mexican women, by nowa
major sector of garment
workers in Los Angeles, played
a critical role in the ILGWU
and the gament workers’

strike of 1935,

" fCaurtesy of Jarme Monroy;

"The Spanish Speaking Branch of the International Ladies Garment Workers Union 'ILGWU
in a Labor Day parade, 1930's" in A. R. Bustamante, an Illustrated History of Mexican 1.0s

Angeles, 1791-1985 p. 133.



S

=999 of the Alianza Hispano Americana. Seventh Anniversary.
Los Angeles. 1936. Social and fraternal organizations plaved a significant roie in the cultural
iife of Mexicans in Los Angeles. The Alianza Hispano Americana, the largest frarernal
organization in the United States. had over 30 lodges in Los Angeles county in the 1930s.

The Logia ‘Juventud Latina’

(Courtesy ) Seaver Comer for Western Histors Research. Narural Higtory Museum of Los dngeles Couwntyy

Americana, Seventh anniversary,

"The Logia Juventud Latina #222 of the Alianza Hispano
xican Los Angeles, 1791-1985, p.

1936" in A. R. Bustamante, An Hlustrated History of Me
139,




tCouriesy of Ernesto €Culfeas

| Hollenbeck junior high school
students. 1940.

, 1940" in A. R. Bustamante, An {llustrated Histo

"Hollenbeck Junior High School Students
of Mexican Los Angeles, 1791-1985_ p. 155.
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1940: "Brooklyn Avenue looking east at Indiana in the early 40's. Torrey's Inn night club can be
seen at left. The Inn, as everybody called it, was always a favorite for those who loved their night
iife" Article regarding the portion of Cesar Chavez and Indiana which has changed dramatically.
Today, instead of Torrey's Inn is Lucky's Supermarket (Source: Belvedere Citizen)
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EAST LOS ANGELES, (Belfredere), CALIF., FRIDAY, APR
Libby Family Is To Give

A Band Concert At The
Eastminster Church

Next Sunday evening, April 21, the Eastminster Presbyterian
. Church presents the Libbey Famtl) Band in a Service of music
and evangelism. This ten piece hand, which s composed of one
family, has played at the Tempie of Religion at the San Fran-
cisco Fair and for the outdoor services at Yosemite National
Park. The program will be at 7:30 and everyone is invited.

04/12/46: "Eastminster to Install New Officers” "Libby Family Is To Give A Band Concert At The

Eastminster Church” Article regarding activities at the Eastminster Church on Brooklyn/Gage which
 today s "Tempio Victoria Church" (Source: Belvedere Citizen)
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1939: Gomez Market on First and State Streets in Boyle Heights; store run by Lilia's (shown) mother Catalina Gomez. i
Photograph: Security Pacific National Bank Photograph Collection/Los Angeles Public Library. PR }
|
1943: Senontas De Las Americas, Christmas T

Photograph: Intemnational Institute of Los Angeles
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Cualtural Needs Assessment - Metro East Side Extension

1942: As reported in the Los Angeles Times: "Disrobed and beaten, two young zoot suiters who fell prey to
ranging bands of soliders and sailors sprawl on a sidewalk in Los Angeles as curious bystanders stare "

Photograph: Los Angeles Times

1942: "Eight months ago this group of zoot-suited youths faced the line-up in Los Angeles police headquarters following
an intergang outbreak. Since its appearance in 1940, the zoot suit has been the uniform of West Coast hoodlums.
Sociologists point out that although most young California mobsters wear zoot suits, it does not follow that most zoot

suiters are mobsters." Photograph: Los Aneeles Times
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1942: Sleepy Lagoon Defendants. .
in 1942, a group of Mexican teenagers were amrested during a frenzy of sensational newspaper coverage about Mexican
"pachucos.” Accused of murdering another Mexican teenager in a fight at the Sleepy Lagoon, the case quickly became
a cause celebre in Los Angeles. After a celebrated trial they were convicted and served two years in jail before they were
finally acquitted in 1944, _ Photographs; Los Anceles Times
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During World War 11 over 200,000 Mexicans served in the arnied_ forces. Mosft ‘fough:'as .
combat troops. receiving more Purple Hearts than any other ethnic group. While only 10%
of the Los Angeles population, Mexicans composed over 20% of the city's war casualties.

(Courtess o Willham I Estrada

"Mexican enlisted soldiers on leave 1943" in A. R. Bustamante, An lustrated Historv of
Mexicans Los Angeles. 1791-1985 p. 142. '
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The New Call 1945 - 1975

The Second World War signalled major transitions in Los Angeles as a whole and for east
Los Angeles Mexican communities. From the first year, tens of thousands of Mexican youth from
Los Angeles served in all branches of the armed forces. While Mexicans comprised about 10
percent of the population, they were 20 percent of the names on war casualty lists from Los Angeles.
Equally important as a result of the wartime labor shortage, Mexican workers, including large
numbers of young women, were able to enter in significant numbers semi-skilled and skilled
occupations from which Mexicans had been previously excluded by discrimination and depression
era unemployment.

Concurrently, local county agricultural labor needs declined in persistence and many
formerly in migrant labor camps settled in Los Angeles barrios permanently. More Mexicans had

money to buy property and thus there were sellers. And Mexicans had money to buy goods and -

stores were willing to sell. Mexicans were also now protesting the more blatant discrimination
found in theaters and playgrounds. Imstructive as to the persistence of outward forms of
discrimination note that in the largest modemn urban area of a then somewhat liberal state, these
discriminatory practices were battled for 15 years afier World War 11, 1945-1960, before they faded
to the point that they are not part of the memory of people bomn after 1970.

The post World War II prosperity meant demographic, geographic, and sectonal expansion
of Mexican eastside communities within the expanding metropolis. East Los Angeles Community
College began in 1945 using part of the Garfield High campus, followed by California State
College at Los Angeles. These positives were concurrent, initially, with a new period of
community and potitical orgamzation and also chauvinist and political persecution of Mexicans.
Returning Mexican servicemen and experienced representatives of the community challenged
barriers of disparate civil rights characterized by educational and residential discrimination as well
as the lack of Mexican political representation. Post-war changes also stimulated the always
dynamic Mexican entertainment scene. Stage shows and music performances reached new heights
of popularity and profitability.

A generational leadership came to the fore of community affairs. New organizations, such
as the American G.L Forum, Unity Leagues, the Community Service Organization (CSO), now
on First Street, and the Asociacion Nacional Mexico Americana (ANMA) were formed while
the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) from Texas became active in California.
Catholic churches joined civic efforts by encouraging citizenship and forming Cathoelic Youth
Organization chapters, where a major center was built on Brooklyn. The term, Mexican
American, coined prior to the war, was advocated by these organizations as descriptive of the
demands for first class citizenship. CSO was formed in 1947, as an outgrowth of the Unity
League's experience in other Mexican communities and Edward Roybal's first unsuccessful
campaign for the Los Angeles City Council. These activities entailed strong iabor and parishioner
participation. Primarily intended as a social service group, one of CSQ's major impacts was the
organization of a voter registration drive which added 12,000 persons to the voter rolls and led to
the election of Roybal to the City Council in 1949 as the first Mexican since 1881.



