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The New Call 1945 - 1975

The Second World War signalled major transitions in Los Angeles as a whole and for east
Los Angeles Mexican communities. From the first year, tens of thousands of Mexican youth from
Los Angeles served in all branches of the armed forces. While Mexicans comprised about 10
percent of the population, they were 20 percent of the names on war casualty lists from Los Angeles.
Equally important as a result of the wartime labor shortage, Mexican workers, including large
numbers of young women, were able to enter in significant numbers semi-skilled and skilled
occupations from which Mexicans had been previously excluded by discrimination and depression
era unemployment.

Concurrently, local county agricultural labor needs declined in persistence and many
formerly in migrant labor camps settled in Los Angeles barrios permanently. More Mexicans had

money to buy property and thus there were sellers. And Mexicans had money to buy goods and -

stores were willing to sell. Mexicans were also now protesting the more blatant discrimination
found in theaters and playgrounds. Imstructive as to the persistence of outward forms of
discrimination note that in the largest modemn urban area of a then somewhat liberal state, these
discriminatory practices were battled for 15 years afier World War 11, 1945-1960, before they faded
to the point that they are not part of the memory of people bomn after 1970.

The post World War II prosperity meant demographic, geographic, and sectonal expansion
of Mexican eastside communities within the expanding metropolis. East Los Angeles Community
College began in 1945 using part of the Garfield High campus, followed by California State
College at Los Angeles. These positives were concurrent, initially, with a new period of
community and potitical orgamzation and also chauvinist and political persecution of Mexicans.
Returning Mexican servicemen and experienced representatives of the community challenged
barriers of disparate civil rights characterized by educational and residential discrimination as well
as the lack of Mexican political representation. Post-war changes also stimulated the always
dynamic Mexican entertainment scene. Stage shows and music performances reached new heights
of popularity and profitability.

A generational leadership came to the fore of community affairs. New organizations, such
as the American G.L Forum, Unity Leagues, the Community Service Organization (CSO), now
on First Street, and the Asociacion Nacional Mexico Americana (ANMA) were formed while
the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) from Texas became active in California.
Catholic churches joined civic efforts by encouraging citizenship and forming Cathoelic Youth
Organization chapters, where a major center was built on Brooklyn. The term, Mexican
American, coined prior to the war, was advocated by these organizations as descriptive of the
demands for first class citizenship. CSO was formed in 1947, as an outgrowth of the Unity
League's experience in other Mexican communities and Edward Roybal's first unsuccessful
campaign for the Los Angeles City Council. These activities entailed strong iabor and parishioner
participation. Primarily intended as a social service group, one of CSQ's major impacts was the
organization of a voter registration drive which added 12,000 persons to the voter rolls and led to
the election of Roybal to the City Council in 1949 as the first Mexican since 1881.
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The family of 2 World War II
veteran mourns his loss.
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Nevertheless, the post-war drive for civil rights in the Mexican community was weakened
by the Cold War repression of liberals and progressives, including Mexican activists. Some
activists believed that by supporting the Independent Progressive Party reactionary tendencies
would be defeated. Minority and labor organization demands for civil rights were viewed with
suspicion. Alleged "subversives," community organizers faced both formal and informal political
and economic harassment, including blacklisting in employment; and for some, deportation.
Incidents of police brutality and dragnet deportations mcreased.

The middle and late 1950's were years of organizational advances followed by retreats for
the Mexican community. Organizations were pressured into a defensive stance on civil rights; or
to conform to the ethos of the times by professions of exaggerated conservativism and support for
the status quo which could not be expected to benefit Mexicans. In east Los Angeles, the Council
of Mexican American Affairs sought to initiate projects providing youth services and to underscore
needs and accomplishments of the community by recognitions at its annual award banquets. Black
and white annual dances, prominent affairs for the slightly better off young adults, raised monies
for worthwhile causes.

To some in southem
California, Mexican comniunities
seemed small ‘enclaves amidst
expanding white and  Black
populations. Further, wurban
redevelopment, and freeway
construction impacted on Mexican
barrios and was resisted but to no
avail.  Dislodgement of the
historical Mexican community at
Chavez Ravine occurred and the
new freeways crisscrossed the
strengthening Mexican
neighborhoods  between  San
Fernande Road and Whittier
Blvd. Moreover the sparse park
lands of Hazard, Belvedere and
Hollenbeck were raided for "public
good" needs. One egregious case
was the blatant attempt to swap
Hazard Park for development in
exchange for an additional park to
serve Westwood residents.

Photograph: George Rodriguez
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Freeway construction in the 1950's divided established communities on the Fast Side.
Photograph: George Rodriguez

The growth of the Mexican population, and the concurrent departure of Anglos and other
whites did not mean the decline or recession of greater east Los Angeles. On the contrary, the
business strips prospered more than ever and were added to by developments along Atlantic
Boulevard anchored at Atlantic Square and along Beverly Boulevard and Olympic Boulevard.
These prospered even as industrial plants closed in or around greater east Los Angeles. Certainly
Whittier Boulevard became a mecca for socializing among Mexican American youth. Several
~ outstanding music performers and groups developed from the post-war youth generation and
specifically reflected and served their music tastes.

At the end of the 1950's, reawakening of social consciousness occurred, an invigoration of
public equity opportunity slowly gained. For many in the Mexican community, this perception was
epitomized by the civil rights movement and the 1960 election of John F. Kennedy to the
Presidency. The renewed enthusiasm sparked a tumultuous welcome for John F. Kennedy at a
Plaza and Olvera Street rally and fomented an overflow crowd for him at East Los Angeles College
stadium.

Underlying this consciousness was a paradoxical reality. In Los Angeles, Mexicans by 1960
were already the city's largest minority group, a fact noted by the few electoral campaigns which
made efforts to gain their votes. However, Mexicans were perceived as the second minority as
compared to the increasingly vocal demands and electoral numbers of the Black community which
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received much attention as a result by the city power establishment and mass media. Mexican
Angelinos were sensitive to this, noting Black organizational efforts to lessen discrimination in
housing, employment, education and against police malpractice. Edward Roybal was the only
elected Mexican official representing the Mexican east Los Angeles community.

In 1959, a group of activists in the Democratic
Party, headed by Eduardo Quevedo, Edward Roybal and
Frank Casado organized MAPA, the Mexican American
Political Association. MAPA's objectives were to
pressure elected officials to respond effectively to
Mexican concerns and to work toward electing Mexican
candidates to office. ‘After Roybal, there was no Mexican
representation on the city council or, apart from two one-
term assemblymen, in the state legislature. There were two
local judges. Concentrating on being spokesperson rather
than organizers, MAPA's leaders success was at best
modest: in the future, successful or noteworthy political
electoral efforts were subsequent to 1960's mobilizations,

In the early 1960's, leadership and organizational
vitality grew. Yet the 1964 and 1966 electoral efforts in
east Los Angeles most telling for the future were organized
by students or former students through resources provided
by presidential and gubemnatorial campaigns. A
galvanizing influence on Mexican organizations during the
mid-1960's were the experience of the War on Poverty.

‘Available funds and programs were simply inadequate to Edward R. Roybal

deal with the magnitude of problems confronting Mexican Photograph: George Rodrigucz

communities. However, existing inequities were
underscored by these programs.

This disillusionment stimulated criticism not only of the covert motivations of government
programs, but aiso of those Mexican organizations or spokespersons which were associated with the
Democratic party and its domestic programs. Again the most vocal critics were largely a seemingly
new consiituency, Mexican high school and college students, which reflected the needs and
aspirations of a youthful community. '

Motivationally, youth were inspired by a sense of mission to change the plight of the
Mexican community. They observed the limits of existing organizations, and were influenced by
international events, the student movement in Mexico, and the Black civil rights movement.
More immediately, youth were attracted by the efforts of the Farm Workers Union in California
and the land grant movement in New Mexico as well as impelled by world changes. These
Mexican youth sought a new strategy around which to mobilize the entire Mexican community.
Thus, they formed Mexican student organizations on many campuses in the Los Angeles area.
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As youth energized, experienced activists made renewed efforts toward organizational unity
and coalition in the community, including the formation of the Mexican Unity Congress (1967-
1970), headquartered at Euclid and Whittier. Oldsters and youngsters joined in renewed support
for the election of Mexican candidates. Examples of the latter were the successful 1967 campaign
of Julian Nava for the Los Angeles Board of Education and the unsuccessful but inspirational
1966, 1968 and 1969 campaigns of Richard Calderon for public office.

The generational insurgence known as the Chicano Mevement, the sharp political
emergence of socially conscious Mexican youth in Los Angeles and the southwest, was sparked in
the mid-1960's. Meetings were held in which the term ""Chicano", a contraction of "Mexicano”
with populist connotations, was advocated as a positive term of political identification for Mexicans
in the United States in contradiction to "Mexican American,” which was arguably characterized
as a passive identification symbolizing alleged acceptance of the status quo by the generations of
the 1940's and 1950's. .

The most consequential component of this growing social movement was that of women's
rights, or Chicanaismo. To be sure the importance of women organizationally is amply evident
historically as are the antecedent efforts emphasizing women equities, contributions and leaders.
In the 1960's and 1970's, this current became increasingly stronger and influential in its impact and
the range of women leadership greatly expanded. (See Appendix A: Chronology of Issues Affecting
Women.)

The assertion of Chicano identity and equities and the agitation of community force served
as guidelines to promote organizing efforts with significant access to mfluence public opinion
within the Mexican community. Intense arousal of large sectors of the community on issues of
recognizable shared concern could and did create the proper conditions for impact to occur. In Los
Angeles, the issues of educational inequities for Mexican youth gained the Chicano movement the
support of Mexican students and parents. There was ready evidence of the inferior educational
conditions prevalent and the callousness of many staff and administrators. These conditions were
epitomized by an appalling dropout rates for Mexican high school students. Yet these conditions
were also concurrent with some successes among college and professional elements. (See Chapter
VIII: Education: An East Side Perspective.)

So too were rising those activists and community members with strong commitment to
participate in the arts, to create, to speak, to represent the beauty, the tragedy, the humor of the
world as witnessed by those who came from Mexican east Los Angeles. La Raza newspaper, Con
Safos magazine and Goez Art Gallery reflected these commitments.

In early Spring 1968, the Los Angeles Unified School District was struck by the
"Blowouts" or the walkout of thousands of Mexican students from five high schools, supported
by Chicano activists inspired by a teacher, Sal Castro, and the newspaper La Raza. Students were
motivated by immediate specific institutional grievances, their generational identity and their
awareness of discrimination as Mexicans. The blowouts precipitated a series of public

confrontations at the Los Angeles School Board and reinvigorated the demands for quality

education, bilingual-bicultural curriculum programs for Mexican students, better facilities, and the

.\——J:
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the need for Mexican staff in the public schools. A few within the leadership foresaw these
demonstrations as galvanizing calls to muster the enthusiasm and numbers necessary to confront
public institutions in general and the political structure of Los Angeles itself.

Events of the Blowouts
and the aftermath were a
prelude, the growing Chicano
movement in Los Angeles
engaged in sequential major
organizational drives and a
major arts florescence. Police
deployment  practices  and
discrimination were  also
addressed as well as efforts
against hard drugs. The
Chicano Moraterium
mobilized Mexican youth and
the community against United
States intervention in Viet Nam.
It was stimulated by the
disproportionately high
Mexican casualty rate. The
moratorium movement
organized a  series  of
demonstrations in Los Angeles
and other Mexican communities
throughout the United States.
Thirty thousand people attended

the National Chicano
Moratorium on August 29th,
1970. Law - enforcement

agencies overreacted with a
violent attack on the
demonstrators in which three
persons were killed, and scores
injured and gassed. Eventually
this and several efforts were
subverted by police repression,
an intent perhaps which
stemmed from the success in the mobilization of increasingly v151b]e Mex1can protest.

Teacher and community activist Sal Castro.
Photograph: George Rodriguez

The following pages present a photo essay of some of the events which occurred during this very
turbulent time on the East Side and the country.
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The now infamous day, August 29, 1970.

Photograph George Rodnguez
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Photograph. George Rodriguez
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Fast LA was uprising.
. George Rodriguer
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Photogr

Down Whittier

..

Down "E] Camino Real”, Gommamty organzatons 164 the protest, such as Catolicos por la Raza,

Photograph: George Rodnguez
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There was & time to orgamize...
Photograph: George Rodriguez

Page IV-98

: ... and a time to rest.
Photograph: George Rodriguez
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A constant theme, relation with the police were stretched.
Photograph: George Rodriguez

The protest grew deadly.
Photograph: George Rodriguez
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Confrofitation after..

Photograph: George Rodriguez
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.. confrontation.
Photograph: George Rodriguez
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A view down Whittier Blvd, shdws how the dav ended in ruin...

Photograph: George Rodriguez

Fhotograph: George Rodriguez
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In front of the Army Recruitment officé® Munoz' protest took to the streets.

Photo, e Rodri
o Fhovogmpty George Rodriguer

o S e 7 >
Wwhile many did not, Some kast Side residents returned home atler the war,
Photograph: George Rodriguez
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An independent Mexican political party, originating in Texas and Colorado, La Raza Unida
emerged in Los Angeles during 1971. While gaining ballot status in California for several years
and running a series of candidates for assembly or local offices, the party aroused an initial
following but was unable to expand. Electorally one of its consequences was to make it possible
for a republican to be elected in east Los Angeles. RUP potential was expiained in large measure
by poor public policy attention by city leadership. However voter preference persisted for the
Democratic and Republican parties.

- A consequence of this inter-party rivalries and confusion was the defeat of the attempt to
incorporate east Los Angeles as a self-standing city, the anomaly of a major part of east Los
Angeles 'being without city ' :
government continued.

Contrasting with these
disappointments, electoral
enthusiasm was generated by the
election of several Mexican
legislators in the mid 1970%,
including State Assemblymen
Richard Alatorre and Art
Torres from Los Angeles and
eventually -~ Assemblywoman
Gloria Molina and the
appointment of other officials at
the local and state levels.

Following the
Moratorium and local electoral
efforts, the next major thrust of
the Chicano civil rights
movement was the organization
of support in behalf of
mmmigrant workers, a refiection
of the immigrant reality of the
Mexican east Los Angeles
community. One Stop
Immigration and Center
{1970) was established to assist
immigrants. Persistently in the
middle 1970's, the major
organizational focus of the
Chicano movement was the
defense of undocumented
immigrants n part because their Now Los Angeles County Supervisor Gloria Molina with Congressman Esteban Torres.
lack of human and civil rights Photogtaph: Goorge Rodriguez

RS
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Los Angeles City Councilman Richard Alatorre.
Photograph: George Rodriguez

Former State Senator Art Torres conferring wath HUD Secretary Henry Cisneros.
Photograph: George Rodriguez
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" State Senator Richard Polanco also served as the Democratic Caucus Chairman in the California State Assembly.
Photograph: George Rodriguez

harms the community as a whole. This was reflected in the growth of immigrant rights
organizations such as CASA (Centro de Accion Social Autonoma), the most visible Chicano
organization in the city during the 1970's and La Hermandad, an older organization which has
grown since the mid-1970's quartered in San Fernando and Santa Ana. Significantly, for obvious
reasons, immigration policy continued to be a major issue for Mexican orgamzatlons in Los

Angeles.

Some who had participated in community and youth ferment of the 1960's believed that
economic development was central to community material progress and civic empowerment.
Key to this possible strategy was the enabling of human resources through training or professional
schooling coupled with access to capital whether from institutions, government or business. Thus
followed conscious efforts to stimulate economic development in various ways through the late
1960's and 1970's.

During the 1970's and 1980's, the Chicano movement integrated into a now much larger
and complex political cultural ambience of Mexican east Los Angeles, in accordance with the
interests of an increasingly diverse and educated community. This growing compiexity was based
in a gradually increasing number of professionals, business persons, artists, elected officials,
political leaders, and the development of diverse political and economic constituencies. This .
political process increasingly was dominated by 2 growing Mexican lower middle class which
had arisen in large measure as the result of new opportunities created by the Chicano movement.
A vitally important area of needs and service not often sufficiently highlighted, community health
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drew the continuing efforts of dedicated activists whether through the East Los Angeles Health
Task Force, The Barrio Free Clinic, the Chicana Nurses Association or the National Chicano

Health Organization.

Arts increasingly flourished. Artists and film makers, though deeply frustrated in their
creative aspirations because of continuing barriers, nonetheless made some progress underscored
by some programs and films in the early 1970's and the slowly increasing art showings of the
1970's. The development of Plaza de la Raza in part symbolized the new energies as did Self-
Help Graphics and the forming of artist groups and networks.

Dia de los Muertos at Self-Help Graphics.
Photograph: George Rodriguez
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East Los Angeles
College Opens
September 4

All who plan o attend the
East Los’ Ahgeles Junior College
this semester should fite applis
cation for admission now and
BITange to' be present for the
openlng assembly, Tuesday.,. Seps,
tember 4.at 9:30 a.m. Monday,
September 3, 'is Labor Day, g
legal holiday, and aly offices of
the college will be closed.

.The College calendur for the
‘year is as follows: S
b Registraltfon-—'l‘uosday, Sept. 4,
-1945. 4 o T

End 4f mid-semester term—
Friday, Nov. 9, 1945

Thanksgiving ho!iday.-;-—-—Thurs:
day, Friday, Nov. 22, 23, 1945
~Christmas vacation — Dec, 19,
1945, to Jan. 1, 1546, inclusive.

End of Semester—Friday, Jam,
25, 1946; .

Opening date for Spring  se.
mester-—Monday, Jan. 28, 1946, -
~ Closing date for Spring semes.
ter—Friday, .T;une 21, 1946,

Permission to erect commercial
teélevision staltions In New York

‘and Boston I sought by Twena,
' tleth Century-Fox Film,

08/03/45: "East Los Angeles College Opens September 4, 1945" (Source: Belvedere Citizen)



Edward R. Rovbal campaigning for city council, 1947, He was defeated in this election but
won two vears later as a result of a grass roots voter Tegistrarion campaign.

fCaurtesy of Congressman Eduward R. Roybal) v .

"Edward R. Roybal campaigning for city council, 1947" in A. R. Bustamante, An [llustrated
History of Mexican Los Angeles, p. 164.




Iper fumzsmng beweaere UZSI?’ICI IV

East Los Angclcs (Bclvcdcrcl{; Friday, January 30, 1948 ‘
I

)ervu:e on New Lme Slurts Mom

Talk én Cycle Change Featu
Busmess Men s Ass’ n. Meetl

ELA. Jr. Cﬁllege Moves fo New Locafion
Ceremomengark Acceplance New Campus

A student motos caravan with s-ented to the college by Arthur
police escort at 1*30 p.m. Thurs- | Baum, president of the East Los:
‘day, January 29;i heralded thei{Angeles Chamber of Commerce.!

‘moving of Eas"'"t lLos Angeles

Juninr College 10 its new campus
on Atlantic boulevard and

. Brovklyn avenue, nwnh presenta-

tlon ceremonies beld ay 2 p.m.

Maynard i To]!l president of
the Los Angeles Fity Board of
Education, presented the cam-
pus, after whlch.l; Dr. Vierling
Kersey, superintenident of schools
made the flagpole ‘presentation.
In behnlf of the college, Dr.
Rosco C. Ingalls, L, director, was

1 accepting official]

An American flag and a

Calitornla Bear flag was pre-

Charles Webster, president of the !
Associated Students, accepted'
the Tlags, which were then;
raised above lhe new campus for
the ; tirsti time. .

Joe Colombo, president of the
graduating class made the
presentation of a Huskie banner
as the clhss gift to the school.

A comﬁlete afternoon and eve-
ning ot‘L celebration followed
with games eals, a bonfire, and;
dancing.

At noon the graduating class
held its class luncheon on the
new campus.

(1/30/48: "E.L.A. Jr. Colliege Moves to New Location Ceremonies Mark Acceptance New Campus”

Newspaper article after E.L.A. moved to Atlantic boulevard and Brooklyn avenue (Source:
Beivedere Citizen}



Social club of East Los

Angeles. 1950s.

{Courtesy of Willigm D. Estradaj

"Social club of east Los Angeles, 1950's" in A. R. Bustamante, An Illustrated History of

Mexican Los Angeles, 1791-1985, p. 163.
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1950's: Francis Guiterrez & friend after their éraduation from Belvedere Elementary School.
Photograph: International Institute of Los Angeles

1952: Edward Soto, driver and friend on hill climbing on Miller Street in East Los Angeles in front of
the Flamingo Motorcycle Club (first Mexican American Club to be Sponsored by the Police Dept.y
Photograph : Security Pacific Nanonal Bank Photograph Collection/Los Angeles Public Library.
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1964: 1st International Day held at 435 5. Boyle Sweet.
Photograph: International Institute of Los Angeles

§/23/68: Opening of "E] Mercado" on First Street; Counciiman Arthur Synder, center, Mayor Sam Yorty, to the right.
Photograph: Security Pacific National Bank Photograph Collection/Los Angeles Public Library.
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Chicano resistance to the Vietnam war began as a defense of
our own people, who were being drafted far out of proportion
to our population. It reached a climax with the 1970 national
Moratorium. 10,000 marched peacefully, with our families.
Police attacked on a pretext, tear-gassing and shooting at us.
They killed Angel Dfaz, Lyn Ward (a 15-year old Chicano)and
journalist Rubén Salazar, who was sitting quietly at the Silver
Dollar Bar when they shot him. 1t was “legal” murder again.

La resistencia chicana contra la guerra comenzd como una de-
fensa de nuestra gente que estaba muriendo en una propor-
cibn mucho més grande que nuestra poblacidon. Llegd a su col-
mo con el Moratorio nacional de 1970. Ese dia, 10,000 de no-
sofros marchamos en paz y con nuestras familias. Bajo un pre-
texto, la policfa atacod con gas y también a tiros. Mataron a
Angel Diaz, Lyn Ward (un chicano de 15 afios) y al periodista
Rubén Salazar, que estaba sentado en el café Silver Dollar.

LOS ANGELES
AUGUST 29
1970




Enfurecidos pof el ataque policiaco, Raza prendie- Angered by the police attack, Chicanos set Los Ange-

ron fuego a Los Angeles. Los dias siguientes parecia les on fire. For days after, it was like an occupied ¢i-
una ciudad ocupada. Entonces protestamos de nuevo ty. Then we continued to demonstrate against the war
contra la guerra—y contra el abuso de la policia. En —~and against police abuse. At arally on Jan. 31, 1971,
una manifestacién del 31 de enero de 1971, la policia police again attacked. This time they killed an Austr-
atacé otra vez. Mataron a un estudiante de Austria, . an student, Gustave Montag, who looked Chicano but
‘stave Montag que ni siquiera estaba involucrado. was not involved in the movimiento. Again, MURDER.
Abajo/below: La muerte de/death of Gustave Montag - Enero/January 31, 1971 'KJ

7.
w5




' a ' 'BELVEDERE CITSZEN:
2 S ThundJ Stpfembor 3, 1919--\ .-

ageinst the war in Vietnam and 'the number

& “Chicane Momiar!um — 1970 began as a protest

' know what was happoning.
. < Wor muany yed ls Aave welle arc
r I n neighbors, Ruben liked to come 1\
aover and sit under an avacadao

tree with me where we could

. ) -
:. N ]

89/03/70: "A peacefui beginning for Moratonum march” Article regarding the Chicano Moratorlum
demonstration which leads to Ruben Salazar's death (Source: Belvedere Citizen)
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RAGING FIRES — Firemen maoke a despercne eftort to contain fires in the 4900 block ot
Whlther Bouievord Wthh caused an estimated one million doliars in "damage. On the
lef: {whité ‘arrow) can be seen the Siiver Dollar Bar where jouralist Ruben Salazar's

"body was tound. H is likety that at the time pho!o was iaken, Salazar was already dead

but ur;dtscovered: Ly el . —- Photo by Frank Gonzalez




April of this year, he hewean _L’T'iljn]:l musical antey
writing  a weekly column onfgentar 4 lus oradores
Mexican American problems for|dog que incluian Cesur
the Los Angeles Times. Corky Gonzalez vy algu

Congressman - BEd - Roybal{tantes de otros Fstad
iD-Los Angelest issued the fol:|eltos (.‘ulnb‘ndn ¥oONUeV
lowing statements froem Wash-1 pMPIEZA EL. PROG
itipton, D.C EN LAGUNA.PA

“Violence has deprived os of Despues de o rared
‘o nwenos by media mil
jeha en I cuant pacticiy
de 20 mik personals s
formes de las autorid
iniciu ¢l programa en o
Ladima en donde {am
LOTas Con sUs DHnos, set
el cesped se prepinal

tor: at KMEX-TV, as well as i
columnist =for the lLos Angeles
Timoes; will be memoratized by
the Ruben Salazar Foundation
='or Bilingual Fducation, !

His widow, Mrs.-Sally Sala-|
zar, asked, that in  Hea  of
flowers contributions be made
to the fourdation, in care of
KMEX-TV, 721 XN. Bronson
Ave., Los Angeles. 90088, (Continued on Page 30
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By Ridgely Cuamn

County Sheriff
schess appeared belure
1y supervisors Puesdan
o tuarn over o eheol
OO resulting trom ext
tments at fnes and n
o urng by county
Lrnest Dobs the sher
Lo diseuss the 1ast
peles rots of last we
Brebs discussed  the
newsiman Ruben Sali
. |Anpgeles Tines  colur
o news divector for
Spanish-gguage tele
tion, and said he Iy
all county Thaps. at
1Debt called Salazar.
friend and said he o
JPitehess has promise
Jyveshigation bat th
should (el {he ETRICEEN
ont  abour jt.

% 50 R ) v INQUEST

WHERE HE WORKED — Sithing in front of the destroyed Said Pitchess:
Bell Plasiics building, 4901 Whittier Blvd., is Agustin Vas- ' "The ‘bmgice death
quez who was. employed there. . ‘ Salazar s pegretiab

B,

a

09/03/70: "Where He Worked" Article regarding the burning down of a business "Bell Plastics"
during the 1970 Chicano Moratorium at 4901 Whittier Boulevard (Source: Belvedere Citizen)




Labor Depar ment adop ferm-

"Hispanos” fo identify Lafins |

|

The 1.9, Department of La-issned o news release ERISTI
hor has eoined o new name forfwith pride o the Jirge manmber
Mexican-Americians and othersjof Latins (E ITicpanas who have

whose native language 8 Span- pood  jobs the department,
Ash, The department calls themiThe avtic lows:
Hispanos. Flispanos are plaving aomsgor
l.axi  woeek Ilu- l!r']hnll‘nt'nl part in helping the Departiment
T daf Lahor carry ollt Us responsi-
biltties [or nnprovimg emgploy-
ment. candthions and opportan
tics [or all Amerieans, L
VARIOUS JOBRS
Al the headguarters o Wash
mstion sl ot hield altieess
throcchout  the  Naton, H|~.-§L
panas e holdimt nnpartant

=jobs g stich satal dreis azman.
hower deselopment amd traan- |
e, equal empleyvientoappor

dunity . and peneral sworliplwe ‘
whivndiceds,

They hold posts ragnee boom
Deputy Dyrectar ol the Jaob
(Corps o @ roeginmal director ol
the Ofltiee ol Fodered Contracet
Complimee, the division ehaey-
ecd awith st egqual o empbon
npportuty, on Federal et
Fedirally cassasted con b el
wollk

Newdy o appoited Drepidy D

ot nmoed on Paee 2

01/28/71: "Labor Department adopts term Hispanos' to identify Latins" Article regarding the switch
from Latins to Hispanics by the U.S. Department of Labor (Source: Belvedere Citizen)
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'!‘EATR‘O CAMPESINO-E1 Teatro Campesino, directeddy  are bilingual, so it i3 not necessary to ﬁpa;tSpmlsh to
Luis Valder, presented 2 free performance Jan. 21 at East  undersiand the performance,’ Valdex.reports, .’ We sirive
Los Angeles College Auditorium. Testro- Campesino (The to create 1lfe¢'images.of our .own -people ‘on stage. Our
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fine food establishments is
Gar-Duno's Atlantic Square,
1935 S:--Atlantic (next 'to
Shakey's). Specializing in tacos
de carne asada and antojitos
Mexicanos, the new facility
.also_features_all your favorite
American food specialtie:z.
Rick Esparza, your host, in-
vites - all his friends and
nel iy “IrTEn
sample the delightful
delicacies offered there, Rick,
a friend of the community for

<everal years, is a past
mber of the ELA Jaycees,
.e Lions and the
Toastmasters.

Monte Rey West

Tiny, Paul, and Tony of now
very popular Monte ey West
on  Atlantic' near Whittier
Blvd., have added (o the fame
and importance of the busy
intersection (which
termed ELA's Hollywood and
Vine) by bringing in big name
bands and talent ic enlertain
at  the plush  nmght  spot.
Performing other nights of the
week are favorile Al Mesa and
The Latin Four with their
patented soullul Latin rhythm
and masterful rock.

Stop in and enjov one of
"“The West's'' famous cocklails
and the great brand of
hospitality offered there,

Hasta luego,

06/29/72:

could be

T £ Oq QM AL

yar-Duno” ;

HixCH 1w

o et 61 e VL, .

GRAND OPENING — Ric Espcrza is Iho host of the new
Gar-Duno’s in the Atlontic Square arco at 1935 Atlantic
Blvd., The location feotures tacos, burritos, carne asada
ond o variety of Mexican antojitos. Esparza invites loca!
residents to visit them during their grand opemng
celebration this weok. He reports the Gar-Duno chain of
restpurants now numbers In excess of 18 units through
the Eastside and San Gabriel valiey oreas. :

"Grand Opening of The Original Gar-Duno's" Article regarding the opening of Gar-

Duno's in the Atlantic Square area which still exists today (Source: Belvedere Citizen)
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Answers 1975-1 995

The sigmificant impacts of the mobilizations of the 1960's and 1970's into the 1980's and
1990's were several. Varied catalysts stimulated a large sector of public opinion in the community
to support a stronger positive public assertion of Mexican identity, and more aggressive actions for
Mexican educational, political and economic advancements. In the process, public officials were
‘encouraged to address issues of concern to Mexicans. Unlike decades past, in the 1980's and
1990's, the council, supervisorial, assembly, senate and congressional seats of greater east Los
Angeles were held by Mexicans. Mexican community based reform movements did not slacken,
rather, new forms emerged such as Mothers of East L.A. or United Neighborhood Organization
{UNO). Unionizing drives energized anew.

Perhaps most significant were repeated challenges to educational, economic and political
discrimination, to at least force partial concessions arguing affirmative action, requiring agency,
corporate and professional programs, to create opportunities for the emergence of a younger, larger
Mexican middle class. Concerted efforts to empower women whether in the neighborhoods, on the
Job, in the professions and in politics were continuous. Amidst these signs a stronger consciousness
of history and cultural aesthetics arose. One was spatially centered, the drive to enhance the Plaza
and Olvera Street as a cultural and commercial pivot through lobbying and mobilization. The
other was the general advocacy for cultural enhancement by hlghhghtlno the talents and
contributions of Mexican and Latino arts.

. Opiniot
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La Opinion Publisher Jose 1. Lozano presenis then U.S. Senator Pete Wilson as MALDEF President Antomia Hemnandez looks on.
: Photograph: George Rodriguez

R
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Increased political representation, better schooling, and improved public services and living
standards were the most widely shared concems. Also held in common were the beliefs in the need
for clarity of goals, effective leadership, mobilized numbers, adequate orgamzanonal resources and
access to the Los Angeles elite.

Concurrent with cultural, political and social manifestations were the economic ones.
Mexican-owned businesses increased as did their employees, their worth and their profits. Though
not the largest, emblematic of these changes was the establishment of the Pan American Bank, the
unprecedented flourishing of La Opinion, and the organizing of The East Los Angeles Community
Union (TELACU) stemming from 1960's and early 1970's labor-based efforts. Social, political
and economic changes in east Los Angeles were concurrent with citywide and regionwide economic
changes as the region adapted further to the post-industrial era.

Amidst difficuities and hopes, the main business and social thoroughfares of greater east Los
Angeles (Brooklyn Avenue, First Street, and Whittier Boulevard and those of Atlantic, Beverly
and Olympic Boulevards) evidenced ever stronger vitality, while other parts of the city declined.
An outsider might have thought the most notable feature of these were the number and charm of
restaurants. There is much more than this. Social strength is what gives vitality to these streets and
the charm, if so wished, is but a part of a larger living community aesthetic. Spamsh language
predominates for merchants and clients, activists and their audiences. These streets are pre-
eminently people streets, music is heard more often than shouts, and children outnumber adults.

Children with pinatas along Avenida Cesar E. Chavez.
Photopraph: George Rodriguez
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The greater east Los Angeles community did not experience physical dislocations during the |

economic-ethnic protests in 1992 and it had not duning those of 1965. However, since the late
1960's through the 1990's it has been the base and site for the largest and most frequent organized
protests in Los Angeles. To consider only the 1990's, note the mobilizations of the Mothers of East
Los Angeles, the commemoration of the 1970 Chicano Moratorium, the defense of Olvera Street,
the advocacy of Chicano Studies and the several pro-immigrant actions. The march of Fall 1994
in behalf of immigrant rights threatened by Proposition 187 included over 150,000 participants.
Today, as yesterday, churches, unions, social clubs, and community-based organizations are the
groups which draw the most local participation. The traditional public events — the secular ones
of May 5th and September 16th and the rehglous one, December 12th — draw tens of thousands, as
they have historically

In the 50 years since the end of World War II, the east Los Angeles Mexican community
has undergone numerous changes which have encouraged diversity and created paradoxes. The
large size of the Mexican community has made the impact of these changes all the more greater, and
the paradoxes all the more obvious. There has been the attempt to incorporate into the style and
voice of middle America, yet at the same time this has been in sharp contrast with community
cultural assertion and the continued concentration of the Mexican population in ever larger urban
centers, ""mega-barrioization"'.

On the campaign trail in the Eastside, now First Lady Hillary Redham Chnton.
Photograph: George Rodriguez
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Indeed, the Mexican community's desire to be accepted and allowed to partake fully civically
and economically is concurrent with a growing pride in being Mexican, much of this initially
invigorated by the militant cultural movement of the 1960's but continued since then through the
1990's. These occur at the same time anti-Mexican feelings are continually agitated as happened
in the state elections of 1994,

The Mexican community has gone from one which was continually being pushed aside, or
ignored, to one which now has the means to exert influence and participate more fully in the city
as a whole and has greater awareness of inequities or rather is able to communicate this awareness
better. Contemporary Mexican east Los Angeles reality in the 1990's underscores the change taking
place, diversity arising, the new era beginning and the concurrence of new and old forms and issues.
This is part of the post-modern world birthing.
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1976: Dedication of the sculpmréuA;tec Goddess—édybfoqﬁi atbuy'l‘errace shown are (l to ). David Moreno,
Ramon Torres, then Assemblyman Art Torres, then Assemblywoman Gloria Molina, and Larry Gonzaiez.
Photograph: Security Pacific National Bank Photograph Collection/Los Angeles Public Library.

e

S 7 ST

978: Center m Boyle Hei;s;

third from right is Councilman Art Snyder with members of community.
Photograph: Security Pacific National Bank Photograph Collection/Los Angeles Public Library.
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" Dia de los Muertos (Day of the
"Dead) is 2 centuries-old
Mexican tradition. The dead
are honored by fiestas,
processions. and offerings of
food and decorations, and
friends exchange decorated ‘
sugar skulls.

{Courtesy of fosé Cuellar) I

"Dia de los Muertos commemoration around 1970's” in A. R. Bustamante, An Ilustrated
History of Mexican Los Angeles. 1791-1985, p. 183.
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Demonstration against Carcer
immigration plan. August 29,
1977,

(Courtesy of Los Angles Times)

"Demonstration for immigrant rights, 1977" in A. R. Bustamante, An lllustrated History of
Mexican Los Angeles. 1791-1985, p. 175.
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1978: Dedication of the Aliso Pico Mulfi Service Center, across the street from the Aliso-Pice Housing Project.
Photograph: International Institute of 1.os Angeles
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Lalo Guerrero and José Lupe For
nandez. Photo taken in 1939 =
front of Cafe Caliente on Olver:
Street. The duo serenaded o
side the restaurant now know:
as El Pasco. Courtesy of LY
Guerrero Collection.

Lalo Guerrero in a publicity
phorto issued by Imperial Records
{circa 1935). Courtesy of Lalo
-Guerrero Collection.

*Lalo Guerrero {1950's), Teresa Covarrubias, The Brat (1980's)" in Steven Loza, Barrio
Rhythm, np#.




State Assemblywoman Gloria
Molina's victory celebration,
June 1982. Molina (top row,
6th from left) is the first
Latina to be elected 1o the
California state legislature. A
founder and past president of
Comisién Feminil Mexicana,
she has held a number of
significant political offices and
is a long-time political activist.

{Courtesy of Resemary Quesuda:
Wemner)

"State Assemblywoman Gloria Molina's victory celebration, 1982" in A. R. Bustamante, An
Hlustrated Hist~rv of Mexican Los Angele T

5. 1791-1985 p. 184.




Rubén Guevara. producer. mu-
sician and writer. Courtesy of
Rubén Guevara.

"Ruben Guevara, producer, musician, 1983" 1

Album cover of Los Angelinos:
The Eastside Renaissance (1983).
Produced by Rubén Guevara
on the Z\an\'a label. the LP
included thie music of ten di-
verse Chicano groups active
in eastside Los Angeles. Used
by permission, Rhino Records.
RNLP 062.

in Steven Loza, Barrio Rhythm, np#.



ieresa Covarrubias. Courtesv of
wzresa Covarrubias. Photo by

:\“.'J\T'i['l. Dahling.

Cover to 2 1984 issue of the
L.A. Weeklv containing .a Darcy
Diamond article that assessed the
new musical movemenrts within
the voung popular culture of
East Los Angeles. Pictured is
the group The Brar with Teresa
Covarrubias at center.
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Cultural Needs Assessment - Metro East Side Extension

LEGEND

GREATER EAST LOS ANGELES
COMMUNITY CULTURAL LANDMARKS:
BOYLE HEIGHTS, LINCOLN HEIGHTS,

CITY TERRACE AND EAST L

The Community Cultural Landmarks map includes significant places in the Eastside community. It

OS ANGELES

is both color-coded and referenced by number. The color codes are as follows:

Red: Restaurants, bars, ballrooms
Green: Tortillerias, bakeries, other private business
Blue: Housing, parks, community centers '
Coral: Schools, libraries
Yellow: Mourals, art schools, art centers, galleries, media
Tan: Religious centers, cliurches, mortuaries, cemeteries
Orange: Hospitals, health services :
Red: Restaurants. Bars. Ballrooms Green: _ Tortillerias. Bakeries. Private
Business
1. Acapulco _
2. Chelo's Bar 1. Community Development Commission
3. Ciro's Restaurant 2. El Gallo Bakery
4. E! Moctezuma Cafe 3. El Mercado
5 El Rinconcito del Mar 4 El Mercado
6. El Siete Mares Restaurant 5. El Mercado Hidalgo
7. El Tepeyac Cafe 6. El Pavo Bakery
8 La Carioca 7. First Street Store
g La Golondrina Restaurant 8. Gonzalez Bookstore
10. Lalo's Bar/Restaurant 9. Guerrero Tortillas

11 La Parilia Restaurant 10
12. La Quebradita (business) 11.
13.  Nayarit Restaurant 12.
14. Paramount Ballroom 13.
15.  Rudy's Pasta House 14.
16. Silver Dollar Bar 15
17.  Tamayo's Restaurant 16.
18. La Zona Rosa

17.

Homeboy Industries

Ixtlan Tortilleria

Joe Gallo's Ranch Market
La Favorita, Tortilleria

La Gloria Tortilleria

La Luz del Dia Bakery

La Mascota Bakery

La Quebradita (no number)
La Zacatecana Produce
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Green: continued

18. Lombum & Turner Grocery/Hotel
Mount Pleasant

19. Los Pericos Tortilleria

20.  Lupe's 12 Kinds of Burritos
21. Pan & American Bank

22.  Paseo Alameda

23. Prieto Market

24, Ramirez Pharmacy

25.  Salas Drugstore

26. TELACU Industrial Park
27. United Artists Theatre

Biue: Housing, Parks, Community Centers

Aliso-Pico Housing Project
Aliso-Pico Multipurpose Center
All Nations Community Center
American Legion
Atlantic Bivd. Park
Belvedere Park
Casa de Mexicano
Casa Esperanza
Casa Maravilla
10.  Catholic Youth Organization Center
11.  Centro Joaquin Murietta de Aztlan
12.  Centro Maravilla
13.  Chicano Service Action Center
14.  Cinco de Mayo Masonic Lodge
15. City Terrace Community Center
16.  City Terrace Park
17.  City Terrace Park Social Hall
18.  Cleland House
19.  Community Service Organization
20.  Eastmont Community Center
21.  Eastside Boys and Girls Club
22.  ElRebote
23.  Euchd Center
24, Eugene Obregon Park
25.  Evergreen Playground

26.  Hazard Park
' Hispanic Urban Center (no number)
27.  Holienbeck Home

R N

Blue: continued

28.  Hollenbeck Park

29.  Hollenbeck Youth Center

30.  International Institute

31.  Kennedy Hall

32.  Lincoln Heights Recreation Center

33. Lincoln Park

34.  Maravilla Housing

35, Mariachi Plaza
Mexican  American  Opportunity

- Foundation (no number)

36.  One Stop Immuigration and Educational
Center

37.  Plaza Community Center

38.  PlazadeLaRaza

39,  Prospect Park

40.  Ruben Salazar Park

41. Salesian Boys and Girls Club

42.  Sanctuario de Nuestra Senora de Y
Guadalupe o

43.  Veteran's Memonal

44.  YMCA

45.  Hispanic Urban Center

Coral: Schools. Libraries

1. Albion Elementary Street School

2. Alfonso Perez Special Education
Center

3. Anthony Quinn Public Library

4. - Belvedere Branch Library

5. 'Belvedere Elementary School

6. Benjamin Franklin Public Library

7. Brooklyn Avenue

8. Cantwell High School

9. Cathedral High School

10. City Terrace Elementary School

11, Dolores Mission School

12, East L A. Community College

13, East L.A. Public Library

14 East L.A Regional Library

15.  East L A Science Center (LAUSD)

16.  Eastman Avenue Elementary School
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Coral: continued

17 Euclid Avenue Elementary School
18.  First St. Elementary School

19 Francisco Bravo Medical Magnet
Senior High School

Ford Blvd. Elementary School
Garfield Senior High School

Hammel Elementary School

Harrison St. Elementary School
Humphreys Avenue Elementary School
Lincoln Senior High School

L.A. California State University

L.A. Public Library

Mariana Avenue Elementary School
Murchison Elementary St. School
Music School

Ramona Senior High School

Robert Louis Stevenson Public Library
Roosevelt Senior High School
Rowan Avenue Elementary School
Salesian Senior High School

Soto St. Elementary School
Stephenson Branch Library

Sunrise Elementary School

Wabash Public Library
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Yellow: Murals, Art Schools. Art Centers,
Galleries, Media

1. Belvedere Citizen

2. Bilingual Foundation of the Arts
3. Buenavista Television Station

4. Eastern Publications

Goez Studio

Golden Gate Theatre

L.A. Music and Art School
Mechicano Art Center

" American Tropical”
"Broadway Mural"
“Corrido de Boyle Heights"
"Dreams of Flight"

"Ghosts of the Barrio"

"La Adelita"

B = o

= R

Yellow: continued

135,
16.
17.

18.
19.

20.

21.
22,
23.

24,

"Mujer del Este de Los Angeles”

- "Qur Lady of Guadalupe"

"Tome Conciencia”

"We are not a Minonty"

"La Danza de las Aguilas”

Estrada Court Murals (inclusive)
Ramona Gardens Murals (inclusive)
Olvera Street

Self-Help Graphics and Art, Inc.
Vega Building

Tan: Religious Centers. Churches.
Cemeteries, Mortuaries
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Bagues Mortuary

Baptist Seminary

Boyle Heights Presbyierian Church
Calvary Cemetery '
Church of the Assumption
Church of the Epiphany
Congregation Talmud Torah
Evergreen Cemetery

First Molokan Christian Church
Grace Church

Home of Peace Cemetery

- Iglesia de la Santa Cruz, Christian

La Purisima Church

Minonite Church

0dd Fellows Cemetery

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church
Our Lady of Lourdes Church
Our Lady of Talpa Church
Prinera Igiesia Bautista
Resurrection Church

St. Alfonsus

St. Lucy's Church

Seventh Day Adventist Church
St. Mary's Church
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Orange (white): Hospitals, Health Services

Altamed Health Services

Bella Vista Hospital

City Terrace Hospital

East L. A. Doctors' Hospital

Edward R. Roybal Comprehensive Health Center
Lincoln Hospital

Mount Stnat Clinic

Santa Fe RR Hospital

~ Samta Marta Hospital

0. White Memonial Hospital
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